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Designed and made by Howdens. 

Supplied and fitted by your local builder. 

SIAEG 


Kitchen featured is Gloss Graphite and White Integrated Handle, with AEG appliances 




Howdens Joinery is the UK’s largest manufacturer and supplier of fitted kitchens, 
appliances and joinery products. We understand what it takes to make a great looking 
kitchen, and importantly one that works every time, every day. That’s why we work with 
suppliers such as AEG and only sell our products directly to professional tradespeople like 
your local builder. 

Our products are from stock in each of our 600 depots throughout the UK, including 
a range of AEG appliances. In each depot trained planners are on hand to design your 
kitchen and support you and your builder throughout. 

Talk to your builder about Howdens and visit www.howdens.com to see our full range 
of kitchens and joinery products, or call 0800 6888 167 to request a brochure. 



HOWDENS 

JOINERY CO. 

MAKING SPACE MORE VALUABLE 






MADE" YOU LOOK 
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£169 



Lab Ceiling 
Pendant 


£273 (a pair) 

Aveiro Dining 
Chairs 





£699 


Aveiro Extending 
Dining Table 


MADE.COM 

GREAT DESIGN DIRECT FROM THE MAKERS 


SHOP ONLINE WITH CODE PENCIL FOR £30 OFF* 


*£300 minimum spend. Offer ends 12th October 2015. Offer does not include delivery and cannot be used alongside other offers. 
Prices and details are correct at the time of going to print. Subject to availability. 
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INSPIRING HOMES 


51 

63 

RURAL RETREAT This period farmhouse 
in Suffolk was updated to suit family life 

116 

LIFE THROUGH A LENS Modern hues and 

122 

76 

eclectic pieces suit this Edwardian home in London 
CENTRE STAGE The decor of this Victorian 

126 

84 

London house was inspired by an unusual heirloom 

BEST OF BOTH WORLDS Aformer 


88 

watermill in France is the perfect rustic retreat 

TALE OF THE UNEXPECTED This 

130 

138 


Victorian Dublin abode is surprisingly spacious 

92 

LIGHT RELIEF A quest for brightness led one 
owner to a Gloucestershire Georgian townhouse 

143 

no 

SEA VIEW Golour and light turned a coastal 
Gounty Down home into a welcoming port of call 



COVER STORY 


ROOM TO G ROW This 1960s villain 
Belfast was given a refresh with bright design 

ABLAZE WITH C O L O U R Travels in 
Indonesia inspired one Sussex owner to create 
a cosy country interior with a taste of the exotic 
PRECISION PLANNED Clevercolour use 
has revamped a former worker s cottage in London 
TIME TO NEST This family finally found 
their ideal home — a Cotswolds manor house 
VISUAL TREAT A golden hall ceiling sets 
the tone for this artistic 1930s West Sussex terrace 
ESCAPE TO THE COU NTRY Taking 
on two derelict cottages in Ireland granted one 
owner the peace and quiet of idyllic surroundings 
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Splashes of red 
and cosy fabrics 
provide a welcoming 
rural home in 
County Down, 
(see page 70 ). 
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NEW-BUILD 



33 EAST MEETS WEST Having travelled extensively 
through Asia, this couple were inspired to give their home 
in London a spiritual atmosphere 

39 MATERIAL GAINS This oaHframed Welsh barn has 

been given a new lease of life with warmth and rustic character 
66 HIGH POINT Flea^market finds and antiques live 
harmoniously in this sleek, modern apartment in Dublin 
70 CREATURE COMFORTS How one reader created 
her dream country escape in County Down in a bungalow 
designed to accommodate the patter of tiny — and furry — feet 

REPLANNED 


26 CHANGE OF PLANS Patience paid off when it came 
to renovating this Victorian farmhouse in Pembrokeshire 
46 GRAND DESIGNS The budget may have been 
constrained, but there were no limits to the ambition 
of this renovation of a Victorian terrace in east London 
80 TWO BECOME ONE How two Victorian apartments in 
London were combined to create an elegant family dwelling 

UNIQUE 

20 GOOD VIBESA iqth^century disused place of worship 
in Wiltshire was brought back from the brink of ruin with 
natural shades and plenty of love and care 
57 FAMILY FAVOURITE Pale shades and French^inspired 
decor has transformed this South African farmhouse 
97 SINGING ITS PRAISES An upside-down layout is just 
one of the quirks of a converted former chapel in Oxfordshire 

DISTINCTIVE 

107 RURAL CHARM Three Irish artisan cottages knocked 
together have created a warm and welcoming home with 
upcycled pieces and a sense of history 
134 FADE TO GREY Dark shades, eclectic artworks and a 

quirky collection of taxidermy add up to a Victorian cottage in 
Sussex that’s full of character 

REGULAR FEATURES 


II NEWS This month’s hot shopping trends 
15 Q & A Your decorating queries answered by our expert 

75 READER OFFER Rare plants and half-price fine wines 
87 COMPETITION Win a pair of Stressless Jazz chairs 
and matching footstools worth over £,$,600 
102 THE SOURCE Follow our expert tips and bring the ideas 
seen in some of this issues’s properties into your home 
147 STOCKISTS Find your favourite names here 
149 READEROFFER Amazing deals on three escorted 
tours of the iconic lakes of Italy 

162 ROOM ENVY The scheme that’s inspired us this month 





Bring cosy comfort to colder months with sumptuous velvets and rich colours 


Eva sofa in Fox velvet £2,175; Velvet cushions from £40, Tolsey rug £340, 
Fox and Cranberry Velvet £40 per metre. Chestnut paint from £34 




Create your own designs at neptune.com 
Stores nationwide 


NEPTUNE 





AUPAPiR 


I663KYC 




WALLPAPERi PAINT AND WALL ART 




#wallpaperweek 
graham brown,com^' 






editor’s letter I 25BH 



Here are some more 
ways you can enjoy 
25 Beautiful Homes 

ONLINE 

Visit housetohome.co.uk/ 
25beautifulhomes and browse 
inspiring decorating schemes 


WELCOME 

The housing market is definitely moving fast in our village, where homes that would 
normally take a good few months to sell are now getting snapped up. It appears that 1970s 
properties are the most popular - most likely because they have the best views of the valley 
and they come with a large plot of land. My hope is that the buildings are restored and the 
gardens remain, rather than being demolished to create space for more houses with less land 
attached. But I do understand that not everyone enjoys looking after a garden - on some 
days, when we re reconfiguring space or re-laying gravel, Fm hard pushed to defend my love 
of gardening. Were in the middle of reorganising our outdoor space, which has partly been 
driven by us moving the kitchen and also that we no longer need a patch of grass as a small 
football pitch. The mood boards are piling up, flowerbeds are getting bigger and we Anally 
have the chance to change our plants around. In my mind it will look beautiful, but I do 
think we need help. Luckily for me, we re launching an interactive six-week online garden 
design course with KLC School of Design called Successful Gardens. Taught by Chelsea 
Flower Show gold-medal winner Matthew Childs, I think he’ll be able to help me achieve 
my dreams. If you’re interested, visit klc.co.uk or call 020 7376 3377. 

DEBORAH BARKER, EDITOR IN CHIEF 



FACEBOOK 

On facebook.com/ 
25BeautifulHomes 


TWITTER 

Attwitter.com/ 

25bhomesmag 


ROOM ENVY BLOG 

Latest news and views from the 
25BH team at roomenvy.co.uk 


SHOP... 

at housetohome.co.uk/shop 
for beautiful homewares. 
Subscribers receive 
a 10% discount 


SUBSCRIBE 

Subscribe to 25 Beautiful 
Homes today and save up 
to 43%, with one-year 
subscriptions from just £29.99. 
Go to magazinesdirect.com/ 
bhoct or call 0330 333 1113 
and quote code 17M 


Missed a copy> 

Download back issues onto your device 
Zoom in on images to see the details more clearly 


n QllMh* 

U AppStore 

kindle fire OOOl 

k 1 



kobo 

— i vv 



COMING NEXT MONTH - ON SALE 1 OCTOBER 



WHITE AND WONDERFUL 

Natural materials combine with a neutral 
palette in this contemporary home in Sussex 



COLOUR POP 

A vibrant mix of eclectic furnishings 
adorn this country cottage in Cheshire 



LET THERE BE LIGHT 

How a period home in Dublin has been 
transformed with a sleek and stylish extension 
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A sumptuous range of Roman blinds and curtains in rich and intense shades. 



JADE 


RUBY 



HILLARYS 

Mates a window. Mates a room. 


TO BOOK AN APPOINTMENT WITH YOUR LOCAL ADVISOR 
CALL 0800 587 6461 OR VISIT HILLARYS.CO.UK 






COMPILED BY ERICA MILLER 


NEWS I 25 BH 



OCTOBER 



Create a timeless look with classic blue-and-white furniture and accessories 
inspired by centuries-old china and porcelain designs 


1 TEA TIME 

Loveramics Willow Love Story 
cake stand, £36, Houseology 

2 SURFACE STYLE 
Early English Delft Egret 
handpainted tile, 21.5 x 21.5cm, 
£21 each. Fired Earth 


3 TABLE MANNERS 

Party Porcelain blue-and- 
white paper napkins, £4 
for 20, Talking Tables 

4 POT LUCK 

Fagel blue-and-white large 
planter, £39, Skandi Home 


5 BEAUTY OF BIRDS 

Summer Palace placemats, £18 
for a set of four, Laura Ashley 

6 FLIGHT OF FANCY 

Butterfly cushion, £40, Joules 

7 SMART STORAGE 
China Blue set of three 


boxes, £40, Laura Ashley 

8 CHIC SEAT 

Stuff Kentwell armchair in 
Spring Rhythm Lotus Blue, 
£1,322, Sofas & Stuff 

9 PITCHER PERFECT 
Russia floral jug, £13, Homesense 
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With autumn upon us, take a cue from nature and use honest materials as a key trend 
for interiors this season, with furniture and accessories inspired by the countryside 


1 OFF THE WALL 

Fox chalk board, £20, Wyevale 
Garden Centres 

2 CREATURE COMFORTS 

Hare print cushion, £14, Next 

3 ENGLAND AT HOME 

Fox handpainted ceramic door 


knob, £20 each, Graham & Green 

4 SILVER SERVICE 

Cake slice, £12, Butterfly Home by 
Matthew Williamson at Debenhams 

5 FALL UPDATE 
Woodland oven glove, £14, 

Cath Kidston 


6 PRETTY PERCH 

Rustic dipped stool in yellow, 

£55, Vincent and Barn Ltd 

7 AMBER AUTUMN 

Ambassador sofa, £4,478, Delcor 

8 PERENNIAL FAVOURITES 

Dorthy cushion cover, £9, Ikea 


9 SO TWEET 

Celia Smith robin wire bird craft 
kit, suitable for beginners, £50, 
Twenty Twenty 

10 GOODWOOD 
Preservatives wooden storage 
drawers, £35, Homesense 
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Some call it attention to detail. 

We simply call it using the right ingredients. 


ir 


A lot goes into a Rangemaster to ensure 
a lot comes out. Our cooker doors for 
instance, use a single pressed 0.9mm 
gauge outer door panel to prevent any 
warping overtime. 

The durable paint finishes are even 
identical to the ones used to coat 
Europe’s tallest building, the Shard. 
Building a cooker in any other way, we 
believe, would be a recipe for disaster. 

But don’t just take our word for it. 
The proof is surely in the pudding, 
casserole, pie, souffle... 

Call 0800 804 6261 or visit us at 
rangemaster.co.uk 


RANC^master 


Built from experience 



Q&A I 25BH 



Our resident interiors expert 
Rachel Leedham is on hand to 
anszver all your decorating queries 

SQUARE DINING TABLE 

After desperately searching for a square dining table 
that can seat eight people comfortably, I have had 
no luck finding something suitable - can you help? 

LOUISE BUCKLE, BY EMAIL 

If you prefer contemporary designs. Nest (0114 243 3000, 
nest.co.uk) has a few offerings, including the ultra^sleek 
Vanity table by Stefano Giovannoni for Magis, which 
comes in white, black or a polished frame and top, 140cm 
sqx H74cm, from ;£i, 768. Calligaris (calligaris.co.uk) also 
has a few square tables such as the Sigma, which comes in 
a choice of finishes including a white tempered glass top 
with a wooden frame, 140cm sq x H7$cm, It also 

has the advantage that it can be extended to become a 
rectangular table of 200cm if you have a larger gathering. 
Finally, Maisons du Monde (0808 234 2172, 
maisonsdumonde.com) sells the robust Stockholm table 
(shown) in solid Sheesham wood, 140cm sq x H78cm, J^SOO. 




PLASTER RELIEF SUBTLE FLORAL FABRIC 

I found an image of a wall Do you have the details of the fabric used for the blinds 

display of moulded plaques, in Michelle Barrett’s dining area (p65, March 2015)? 

which I think are made It would be perfect for a project I’m working on. 

from plaster. Do you know ALMA Wl LLI AMS, BY EMAI L 

if anyone sells these? 

HELEN REES, GUILDFORD This fabric, which beautifully pulls together all the soft 

hues in Michelle’s scheme, is called Hadham (centre). 
The image you spotted is, by Sanderson (0844 $43 9$oo, sandersomuk. 

I believe, from the apartment com). It shows a detailed floral trail embroidered on 

of master plastercaster’ Peter linen mix fabric. The company also offers an intricate 

Hone, whose home in west blocUprinted fabric called Solaine (right), viscose mix, 

London is filled with his casts j^46m. Another suggestion is Celendin (left), linen mix, 

of architectural fragments. Nina Campbell at Osborne & Little (020 8812 

You can find a large selection 31^3, osborneandlittle.com), a stylised tree of life 

of Peter’s works at Lassco jacquard that comes in a soft stone colourway. 

(01844 277188, lassco.co.uk). 

The pieces span from corbels 
to large friezes and prices start 

at for a cast of a Grecian ‘ - 

head. Pentreath & Hall (020 . 

7430 2526, pentreathTall. 

com) is another source for 

his plaster reliefs; the bull 

plaque pictured here, 

H$2x W76cm, is£,4$o. - ‘ ^ 
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CAST'IRON RADIATOR 

Can you help me to source a slim radiator 
(maximum width 55cm) for a narrow wall 
in my living room? Pd like it to work with 
the traditional cast-iron radiator we 
have in the adjoining dining space. 
PENNY MATTHEWS, BEDFORDSHIRE 

The Cast Iron Reclamation Company 
(01372 940177, perfect'irony.com) should 
have something that will work with your 
existing design, as it has 14 reproduction 
styles of cast'iron radiator. All models 
are sold per section so they are available 


in a choice of widths, and most also offer a 
variety of heights. The Neo Classic design 
starts at ;£i 7 per section (H6i.$ x W$cm) 
in a two'column version primed for painting 
or per section supplied ready painted. 
Iconic Radiators (01342 305579, iconic 
radiators.co.uk) sells a variety of timeless 
designs including the cast-iron schoolhouse^ 
style Ripon (shown) or the steel multicolumn 
Romana, which is available as a taller 
radiator. Both designs are sold in sections, 
and in the Ripon model, you could have 
eight four^column sections to achieve a 
width of H74.8 X 50.8cm, from;£36o. 





GLAZED DISPLAY CABINET 

Pd like to have a cabinet similar to the one in Rebecca and Andrew 
Doyle’s dining room (pi26, July 2015) and would be very grateful 
if you could find out where they bought it. 

RICKY RYDELL, BY EMAIL 


This cabinet looks fabulous, 
brimming with white ceramics 
and sparkling glassware. Nordic 
Style (020 7351 1755, nordicstyle. 
com) sells antique glazed Swedish 
cabinets, but they tell me that 
these tend to be smaller, two' 
door versions. It is also worth 
searching on a website that 
represents a number of different 
dealers, such as Decorative 
C ollective (decorativecollective . 
com). For a reproduction cabinet. 


the closest match I have found 
is the three door Rococo cabinet, 
above, from Gustavian (020 7060 
2680, gustavian.com), which 
comes in a range of paint finishes, 
H220 X W203 X D45.5cm, 
i£,S,Soo. Pictured here is the 
two'door version, H209 x 
W147 X D48cm, ;£3,6 oo. The 
Swedish Chair (020 8657 8560, 
theswedishchair.com) also has 
a three 'door Gustavian dresser, 
H202 X W160 X D40cm, £3,650. 


NATURAL RUG 

I love the rug pictured in Suzannah Williams’ sitting 
room (p22, June 2015) and wonder if you know where 
I could find one that’s similar? 

JODIE HAMMOND, LEICESTERSHIRE 

A woven rug made from a natural material such as coir, 
jute or seagrass is perfect for adding texture to traditional 
or more contemporary spaces. West Elm (020 7637 
9150, westelm.co.uk) has a great selection of jute boucle 
rugs (shown) in a choice of five natural colours - 
platinum, ivory, iron, flax or clay - and five sizes, one of 
which is a runner. Prices start at £69 for the smallest size, 
91 X 152cm. Ikea (020 3645 0000, ikea.com) recently 
launched its Sinnerlig range, created in collaboration 
with renowned British designer Ilse Crawford. It includes 
a tactile flatwoven seagrass rug, 200 x 300cm, £50, 
which also comes as a runner, 75 x 200cm, £25. 



GET IN TOUCH 


EMAIL RACHEL LEEDHAM at 

25 _beautiful_homes@timeinc.com or write to Herat 
25 Beautiful Homes, Inc. (UK) Ltd, Blue Fin Building, 
no Southwark Street, London SEi oSU 
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The English Classic Kitchen ©Copyright & Design Righ\Mark Wilkins.ort'Furniture 



Experience the world’s finest furniture 
www.mwf.com or 01380 850 007 


Unmistakably 


Mark Wilkinson 


Part of the Canburg Group 




25BH I SUBSCRIPTION OFFER 


YES I would like to subscribe to 25 Beautiful Homes via: 

□ top OFFER! UK Direct Debit: Pay just £29.99 per year, saving 42% 

(full price £52.20) 

□ UK 2 year cheque/cash/credit or debit card (24 issues): 

Pay just £58.99, saving 43% (full price £104.40) 

□ UK 1 year cheque/cash/credit or debit card (12 issues): 

Pay just £33.49, saving 35% (full price £52.20) 

Overseas readers can save up to 25%. Visit magazinesdirect.com/bhoct for all prices. 

YOUR DETAILS 

Mrs/Ms/Miss/Mr Forename 

Surname 

If you would like to receive emails from Time I nc. (U K) Ltd and 25 Beautiful Homes containing news, special offers and product and service 
information, and take part in our magazine research via email, please include your email address below. 

Email 

Address 

Postcode 

Home tel (inc area code) 

Would you like to receive messages to your mobile from Time Inc. (U K) Ltd and 25 Beautiful Homes containing news, special offers, product and service 
information and take part in our research? If yes, please include your mobile phone number here. 

Mobile 

Oareo... 

I WOULD LIKE TO SEND A GIFT SUBSCRIPTION TO 

(Please fill out both the recipient’s details below and your details above. 

To give more than one subscription, please give address details on a separate sheet.) 

Mrs/Ms/Miss/Mr Forename 

Surname 

If you would like to receive emails from Time Inc. (UK) Ltd and 25 Beautiful Homes containing news, special offers and product and service 
information, and take part in our magazine research via email, please include your email address below. 

Email 

Address 

Postcode 

CHOOSE FROM THREE EASY WAYS TO PAY 

1 . 1 enclose a cheque/postal order made payable to Time Inc. (UK) Ltd, 
for the amount of £ 

2. Please debit my □ Visa □ MasterCard □ Amex □ Maestro (UK only) 

Card Number 

□□□□ □□□□ □□□□ □□□□ 

Start Date (Maestro) Issue No (Maestro) Expiry Date 

□□□ DD-DD 



Unique You’ll love our selection of homes where owners have put 
their own personal stamp and individual tastes into place 



Replanned See how these fantastic properties have been 
transformed with new layouts and stylish interiors 


Signature Date 

(I am over i8) 

3. Pay just £29.99 per year by Direct Debit - a saving of 42% (UK only) 


Instruction to your bank or 
building society to pay by Direct Debit 

For office use only. Originator’s reference - 764 221 


D«bT t 


PLUS 

Get exclusive extras every month 
with ‘Rewards’ 


Name of bank 


Address 


Postcode 


Account name 


Sort code Account No 

□□□□□□ □□□□□□□□ 

Please pay Time Inc. (UK) Ltd Direct Debits from the account detailed on this instruction subject to the safeguards assured by the Direct Debit guarantee. 
I understand that this instruction may remain with Time Inc. (U K) Ltd and, if so, details will be passed electronically to my bank or building society. 


Signature Date 

SEND YOUR COMPLETED COUPON TO: " 

25 Beautiful Homes Subscriptions, FREEPOST RTKA-YLJG-HAAK, 
Time Inc. (UK) Ltd, Rockwood House, 9-16 Perrymount Road, 
Haywards Heath RH163DH (No stamp needed UK only) 

Overseas: Time Inc. (UK) Ltd, PO BOX 272, Haywards Heath, 

West Sussex RHi6 3FS,UK 

*The digital version comes free with the print edition of your subscription and is available strictly on a trial basis. Time Inc. (UK) Ltd reserve 
the right to withdraw free access to the digital version at any time. Offer open to new subscribers only. Final closing date for all orders is 31 
October 2015. Please allow up to six weeks for delivery, eight weeks for overseas orders. Direct Debit offer is available to UK subscribers only. 
The full subscription rate is for one year (12 issues) and includes postage and packaging. If the magazine ordered changes frequency per annum, 
we will honour the number of issues paid for, not the term of the subscription. Credit/debit card charges will be taken in sterling. The Rewards 
scheme is available for all active print subscribers of magazines published by Time Inc. (UK) Ltd, free of charge. It is also available to digital 
subscribers as long as the subscription has been purchased directly through the publishers at magazinesdirect.com. Only the recipient of the 
subscription is entitled to access Rewards. While most offers are only available in the UK, some will be open to subscribers based overseas. Full 
terms and conditions are available at mymagazinerewards.co.uk. Calls to 0330 numbers will be charged at no more than a national landline call, 
and may be included in your phone provider’s call bundle. For enquiries and overseas rates contact magazinesdirect@quadrantsubs.com 
or call +44 330 333 111 3. 25 Beautiful Homes, published by Time Inc. (UK) Ltd, will collect your personal information to process your order. 
25 Beautiful Homes and Time Inc. (UK) Ltd would like to contact you by post or telephone to promote and ask your opinion on our magazines 
and services. Please tick here if you prefer not to hear from Time Inc. (UK) Ltd . Time Inc. (UK) Ltd may occasionally pass your details to 
carefully selected organisations so that they can contact you by telephone or post with regards to promoting and researching their products and 
services. Please tick here if you prefer not to be contacted □ . Time Inc. (UK) Ltd who publish 25 Beautiful Homes would like to send messages 
to your mobile with offers from carefully selected organisations and brands, promoting and researching their products 
and services. If you want to receive messages please tick here . Time Inc. (UK) Ltd would like to email you with offers 
from carefully selected organisations and brands, promoting and researching their products and services. If you want to 
receive these messages please tick here 


17M 


Monthly extras, 
exclusive to 
subscribers. 




Every month enjoy new offers, giveaways and prizes 

atrewards.25beautifulhomes.co.uk 

With access to our FREE rewards and to the digital 
version of your magazine, your subscription will pay 
for itself in no time. 


THE DIRECT DEBIT GUARANTEE. This Guarantee is offered by all banks and building societies that accept 
instructions to pay Direct Debits. If there are any changes to the amount, date or frequency of your Direct Debit, 
Time Inc. (U K) Ltd will notify you 10 working days in advance of your account being debited or as otherwise agreed. 
If you request Time Inc. (UK) Ltd to collect a payment, confirmation of the amount and date will be given to you at 
the time of the request. If an error is made in the payment of your Direct Debit, by Time I nc. (U K) Ltd or your bank 
or building society, you are entitled to a full and immediate refund of the amount paid from your bank or building 
society. If you receive a refund you are not entitled to, you must pay it back when Time Inc. (UK) Ltd asks you to. You 
can cancel a Direct Debit at any time by simply contacting your bank or building society. Written confirmation may 
be required. Please also notify us. 
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Subscribe today and every month 
the latest issue will be delivered 
straight to your home before it’s 
even in the shops. Never again 
need you miss the chance to 
explore the most inspirational homes from 
around the world, discover clever shopping ideas 
and pick up the best tips and advice. 

And you’ll save yourself money - this month 
you can save up to 43%, but don’t delay, this 
offer only runs until 31 October 2015. 


DEBORAH BARKER, EDITOR IN CHIEF 


GREAT REASONS TO 
SUBSCRIBE TO 
25 BEAUTIFUL HOMES 

• Go digital! Download your magazine 
right away. Every subscription package 
includes access to the digital version 
for iPad and iPhone* 

• Enjoy convenient home delivery 
every month 

• Save money on the shop price 
• Never miss an issue 
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THE PROPERTY 

Converted chapel, built in 1823 
LOCATION Wiltshire 
ROOMS Drawing room, sitting 
room, kitchen-diner, utility room, 
four bedrooms (one en suite), two 
bathrooms, plus a shepherd's hut 
and potter's studio in the garden 
PURCHASED 2001 
PREVIOUS PROPERTY 
‘We moved here from a house 
in north London,' says Amanda. 


UNIQUE 







25BH I CONVERTED CHAPEL 


W hen Amanda Bannister 
and her husband Edward 
bought a 1 9 th' century 
former Baptist chapel 

in Wiltshire back in 2001, it was in dreadful 
repair. ‘Crumbling, riddled with deathwatch 
beetle and wet rot’ is how Amanda describes 
it, while the front garden’ was a graveyard 
with collapsing headstones. What’s more, 
the couple had no guarantee that they would 
get planning permission to turn the Grade 
1 1 listed building into a residence. 

That didn’t put them off buying it, 
though. ‘It was an enormous stone building 


in the middle of a field and we knew it 
had potential,’ says Amanda. Plus Edward, 
a property lawyer, believed he could 
find away through the planning quagmire. 

But weren’t they a little spooked by 
the idea of living in a graveyard^ ‘I’m quite 
a superstitious person and there are places 
where I feel immediately uncomfortable,’ 
confides Amanda, ‘but even in its rumdown 
state, the chapel had such a great vibe.’ 

So the couple went ahead and took a leap 
into the unknown, and the project turned out 
to be much easier than they expected. ‘The 
planning and listed'building officers were 


really supportive,’ says Amanda, who 
submitted plans to restore and extend the 
property at the back. ‘It did end up going to 
a committee, but that was only because the 
building was of architectural significance.’ 

The Bannisters also discovered that 
because the land was not consecrated, 
they would be able to move the graveyard’s 
headstones. They sought listed'building 
consent and put notices in the local 
newspaper alerting descendants of what they 
were planning to do, and were eventually 
able to relocate most of them to the side of 
the chapel. A Commonwealth War Grave 




DECORATING TIP 
Taint all the walls 
white, then wait a 
while before choosing 
a colour. That way you 
get used to the effect 
of the changing light’ 
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KITCHEN-DINER 
Amanda wanted this space to 
have a relaxed, freestanding feel. 

Beposke Shaker-style island unit 
by Wardour Workshops. For a similar 
slate floor try Lakeland Hills Slate, 
£i49-93sqm, Fired Earth 










GUEST BEDROOM 
The cushions, blind and orange 
lampshade were all handmade. 

Bird Garden by Mark Hearld blind and curtain ' 
fabric in red and charcoal, £ 54 m, St Jude’s 
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BATHROOM 

Bright blue apothecary bottles bring 
a splash of colour to the slate tiles. 

Try Etsy or eBay for similar vintage bottles 


headstone, however, remains in situ and the 
couple have a legal obligation to maintain it. 

As you enter their home via the portico, 
you step into the drawing room (which the 
family still call ‘The Chapel’), where sermons 
were once heard. Walls reach up to 2$ft 
high and the original panelled gallery wraps 
around three of the room’s walls. At first, 
as no structural changes were needed, the 
Bannisters just painted the room white 
and installed a woodburning stove. It was 
another six or seven years before they 
chose a colour scheme. The natural shades 
provide an idyllic pastoral backdrop for their 
collection of flora and fauna curios. Up in 
the gallery, there’s a desk where the couple’s 


children — Jack, i6, Freddy, 13, and Meg, 9 
— often do their homework, with shelving 
behind, filled with Edward’s history and 
nature books. Back downstairs, through 
double doors, the kitchen^ diner was once 
a meeting room. Shaker^style cherry wood 
units are stocked with ceramics handmade 
by Amanda, who has a studio in the garden. 

In the new extension, which complements 
the lines of the old chapel, there’s also 
a family sitting room. Here, and throughout 
the home, including the four bedrooms 
upstairs, all the curtains, blinds and cushions 
are by soft furnishings expert Sian Colley, 
whom Amanda has worked with for years. 

As for the outside, after buying land 


from the neighbouring farm, the chapel 
is now set in about four acres, most of 
which is meadow. ‘There’s also a vegetable 
and fruit garden that produces enough to 
feed us all,’ says Amanda. ‘When we have 
guests stay overnight in the summer, they 
get to sleep in a shepherd’s hut, complete with 
a bed inside, situated beside the vegetable 
patch. It’s a place where people who spend 
time there can relax and unwind.’ 

After living almost 1$ years in the chapel, 
Amanda says she, Edward and their three 
children are ‘wedded to the place’. It’s a home 
where life seems to slow down. ‘Buying 
this property was a gamble,’ says Amanda. 
‘Euckily, it’s one that paid off.’ ® 
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7 love Another Country on London's 
Crawford Street. It sells beautiful". 

, furniture and homewares, and is a , 
modern take on classic country style' 
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25BH I GEORGIAN UPDATE 


REPLANNED 





HOME TRUTHS 

THE PROPERTY Detached 
19th-century farmhouse 

LOCATION 

Pembrokeshire, Wales 
ROOMS Hall, sitting room, 
kitchen-diner, TV room, gym, 
two cloakrooms, four bedrooms, 
two bathrooms 
PURCHASED 2010 
PREVIOUS PROPERTY 
‘We have a house in London, but 
we bought this place to use as a 
holiday home as we love this part 
of Wales,’ says Kathryn. 



Change of 

PLANS 




SITTING ROOM 
‘We often have friends and family come to 
stay, so we brought the leather sofa bed with 
us from our London property/ says Kathryn. 

Charlotte leather sofa in Rialto Bruno, 

£2,000, John Lewis. Kentwell sofa in cream, 
from £1,154, Sofas & Stuff. Upholstered 
cube^Jmmt£239/Melin Tregwynt 



Patience and perseverance 
mere required mhile Kathryn 
and Dai Clement maited 
for permission to remodel 
their dated farmhouse 

FEATURE ANNA TOBIN | PHOTOGRAPHY RACHAEL SMITH 


SITTING ROOM 

This intimate seating area is the perfect place 
to relax and curl up with a good book. 

Alderney armchair, £580, Sofa.com, is similar. Throws, from 
£115 each; cushions, from £45 each, all Melin Tregwynt 
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K athryn Clement and her 
husband Dai had been 
casually looking to buy 
a home in their favourite 
county Pembrokeshire, for several 
months. ‘We were expecting it to 
take quite a few years until the right 
property came along,’ says Kathryn. 
‘Farmhouses in this area are often 
passed down through generations and 
rarely come on the market. So when 
this place came up for sale, we had 
to make a lot of quick decisions.’ 

Very little had been done to the 
Georgian farmhouse in the 40 years 
the previous owners had lived there. 

‘It was decorated in a 1970s style, the 
heating and wiring were antiquated and 
it was in a general state of disrepair,’ 
recalls Kathryn. However, the garden 
had been well maintained and there 
was also a swimming pool within the 
grounds and a stream meandering 
through. So the couple knew it had the 
potential to become the house where 
they and their two children Livi, 8, 
and Ed, 6, could spend their holidays. 

What they didn’t foresee, however, 
was how long it would take to turn the 
dilapidated farmhouse into a welcoming 
family home. ‘We wanted to retain the 
original building, but replace the 1970s 


25BH I GEORGIAN UPDATE 


BEFORE 


AFTER 




FIRST FLOOR 


GROUND FLOOR 


NEW LOOK 

What was a 
garage now 
houses a gym, 
steam room, 
changing area 
and plant 
room, which 
I opens to the 
outdoor pool. 
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KITCHEN-DINER 
An overhang provides a 
roomy breakfast bar area 
where chairs can be tucked 
neatly underneath. 
Zirconium worktop, from 
£6oom, the Platinum range at 
Silestone. Four Oslo bar 
stools with back, £ 200 , 
Simply Bar Stools, are a match 
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BEST BUY ‘7 love the porcelain floor in the 
hall and kitchen — it looks great, is easy to 
clean and was more affordable than limestone’ 



KITCHEN-DINER 
The S-shaped island unit is 
positioned so that wherever 
you’re working, you can look 
out on to the garden beyond. 
Bespoke cabinet with Shaker-style 
doors, from £495 for a 650mm base 
unit, Lawrence Lyons. Units painted 
in Slipper Satin estate eggshell, 

£53 for 2.5 litres, Farrow & Ball 


extension and double garage with 
something more aesthetically pleasing. 
We also wanted to build a cover over 
the pool so that we could use it all year 
round,’ explains Kathryn. 

As the property is situated within 
the Pembrokeshire Coast National 
Park, the family knew it would be 
advantageous to use a local design 
firm who were familiar with the 
area’s planning laws. ‘Our estate agent 
recommended the architectural firm 
Kinver Kreations,’ says Kathryn. ‘We 
established an instant rapport with the 
director, Tom Kinver, and we knew he 
could achieve exactly what we wanted.’ 

Getting their plans approved, 
however, was an arduous task. After 
several amendments, permission was 
finally granted two years later in 
2012. ‘They wouldn’t let us change 
the property’s footprint,’ explains 


Kathryn. ‘So while we could knock 
down the garage and the old extension, 
we had to rebuild in the area they 
occupied. So the garage became the 
gym, changing room and plant room 
— we couldn’t bring the swimming 
pool indoors as it would have increased 
the overall square footage of the house. 
In addition, the new rear extension 
was originally going to be made 
entirely from glass, but we ended up 
having to mix it with some oak for 
a slightly more traditional touch.’ 

When work eventually began, the 
property was stripped down to just 
three skeletal walls. From these bare 
bones, an improved house emerged with 
new wiring, plumbing and underfloor 
heating. Some of the building’s materials 
were reused or reclaimed to retain 
the farmhouse’s period style. A fourth 
bedroom was added over the top of the 



Find more family homes at housetohome.co.uk/ 25 beautifulhomes 
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BATHROOM 

This roll-top tub is perfectly positioned. 

Boardwalk Maple flooring, £i2om sq, Stone 
& Ceramic Warehouse. Astonian Verona 
bath, from £i,ooo, Aston Matthews 


kitchen and the ceilings were removed 
to reveal the original timbers. A 
traditional Welsh crog loft, which is 
accessed by a permanent ladder from 
one of the bedrooms, was also created. 

When it came to the interior 
decor, Kathryn wanted to keep 
everything simple and uncluttered, 
d was after a very pared-down look 
with a clean, unfussy colour scheme,’ 
she explains. And as I knew we’d be 
living a very outdoorsy life when we 
were here, entailing lots of muddy, 
sandy feet, I went for easy-to-clean 
stone-style flooring throughout most 
of the ground level combined with 
hard-wearing sisal carpet upstairs.’ 

To keep the house rooted in its natural 
surroundings, the couple have also 
tried to source locally produced 
accessories wherever they can. 

Despite the many revisions the 
couple had to make to their original 
plans, they are thrilled with the flnal 
result. ‘It’s a fantastic place where we 
can escape and spend quality time 
with family and close friends,’ says 
Kathryn. ‘As soon as we leave, the 
children are already counting down 
the days until we’ll come back.’ ® 


GUEST 
BEDROOM 
The crog loft 
is one of Livi and 
Ed’s favourite 
hangouts. 
Windsor quaker 
armchair, £405, 
Ercol. Rabbit and 
Cabbage cushion, 
£60, Thornback 
& Peel 


MASTER 
BEDROOM 
The exposed rafters 
add character/ says 
Kathryn. 

Sitting firm side table, 
£199, John Lewis. 
Lampshade, £65, 
Thornback & Peel 


CHILDREN’S 
BEDROOM 
Plenty of floor space 
provides a great play area. 

Oliver bunk bed, £649, 
Feather & Black. Scion Mr 
Fox cushions, £40 each, John 
Lewis. Mr Fox blind fabric, 
£22.iom. Fashion Interiors 


FUTURE PLANS 

^Although we chose a plain 
palette to begin with, we^d 
like to introduce some more 
colour in the future’ 


30 I 25BH OCTOBER 2015 


FOR STOCKIST DETAILS GO TO PAGE 147 


CHESNEY'S 



Luxury fired by design 


LONDON I NEW YORK | SHANGHAI 


Chesney’s has fireplace and stove dealers throughout the UK • chesneys.co.uk 





comtortabe 





Be in the right bed for you. 

In today's fast paced world the value of a great night's sleep is more important than ever. 
But how do you find the bed that's right for you? Our unique Comfort Station™ Adaptive 
system is designed to help you do just that. 

First it adjusts to different firmness levels to find the one that's just right for you. Then our 
exclusive BodiTrack™ technology with its unique pressure-sensing surface identifies where 
your body needs support, helping you choose the mattress type that will provide the 
support you need for a better night's sleep. 

Visit our Comfort Station™ Adaptive in store or book an appointment oniine 
at bensonsforbeds.co.uk. 
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1930s DETACHED | 25BH 



DRAWING 
Also known as 
room, 

has a 

rest 

which isopen plan. 

Kallax/Dronawall unit, 
from £700, Ikea. Maharani 
Indian Charpoy daybed, 
£1,299, Zedds, is 
comparable. Cushions, 
from £30, Kelly Hoppen 


EAST MEETS WEST 


Asian treasures from Jane and Mark Lazvson^s travels add 
a spiritual dimension to their transformed 1930s home 


FEATURE TRICIA WELCH | PHOTOGRAPHY ROBERT SANDERSON 
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THE PROPERTY 

Remodelled 1930s detached 
LOCATION 
Southwest London 
ROOMS Hall, drawing 
room, sitting room/kitchen- 
diner, study, utility room, five 
bedrooms (all en suite) 
PURCHASED 2013 
PREVIOUS PROPERTY 
‘We moved from a remodelled 
1950s detached nearby,’ says Jane. 


SITTING ROOM/KITCHEN-DINER 
A large rug helps to separate and define these areas. 

Airport sofa, £12,000 for two; Italian kitchen, £22,000, 
both Poliform. Coffee table, £2,000; large pots, £500 
for two, both Majid Antiques. Bespoke rug, £1,000, 
Borderline. Cushions, from £50, Kelly Hoppen 
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INSPIRATIONS ‘Most of our design ideas 
come from our travels. We truly appreciate 
the craftsmanship, natural materials and 
love that goes into the handmade objects and 
artefacts we’ve collected from the Far East’ 
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H aving not long finished 

renovating a 19$ os property in 
southwest London, Jane and 
Mark Lawson weren’t looking 
to move, until Mark discovered a run-down 
193 os house nearby. ‘It had a lot of potential 
so he suggested we buy it and start all over 
again,’ explains Jane, who wasn’t so keen on 
the idea. The house was dilapidated and 
unloved, but it was only when the couple 
viewed it that they realised how firmly it was 
stuck in a time warp and how much work 
would be involved in bringing it up to date. 

The building was riddled with damp and 
rot and hadn’t been decorated in decades. 
There was an Anderson shelter in the garden 
and an antiquated boiler room inside. The 
rest was a warren of small, dark and dingy 
rooms. ‘We knew this was going to be 
a major project, but we were shocked by how 
little we could rescue,’ says Jane. ‘We had 
hoped to preserve the shell of the house but 
the mortar between the bricks had perished 
so badly that a lot of the walls had to be 
pulled down.’ The couple now consider it a 
blessing as it meant they could be more 


ambitious. ‘The house had to be rebuilt,’ 
says Jane. As a result, after gaining planning 
permission, they set about enlarging the 
footprint and adding a third floor. 

But first Jane, who is a firm believer in 
harmonising a space within its environment, 
called in a feng shui expert during the design 
stage. ‘I wanted to encourage a positive 
energy to circulate throughout the house and 
ensure that potential obstacles such as walls 
or doors were put in the right places,’ she says. 

Perhaps the most striking feature 
architecturally is the open-plan ground floor. 
Neutral, but not stark, the palette throughout 
is pale grey with navy paintwork. Huge white 
floor tiles laid in a linear pattern enhance the 
sense of freshness and space on this level, 
while dark stained wood on the upper floors 
provide contrast. ‘We’d previously lived in a 
Huf Haus,’ explains Jane, ‘and are fans of this 
design ethic. We appreciate the clean lines 
and structural elements of its minimal look. 
Plus, we love the emphasis on glass and the 
continuity of one area flowing into another.’ 

However, it would be a mistake to think 
that the house is a shrine to minimalism, for 


against the contemporary background, Jane 
and Mark’s unusual artefacts take centre 
stage. ‘I was born in Malaya,’ explains Jane, 
a Buddhist, ‘and those early memories of the 
Far East have made a huge impression.’ 

The couple share a love of Eastern 
artefacts and have sourced most of their 
furniture, artwork and objects from their 
travels. ‘Mark’s hobby is high altitude 
trekking and on one of his early trips to 
Africa he came back with a hand- carved 
wooden statue — this was just the start of his 
collecting,’ says Jane. Twenty years on, they 
have acquired stone from the Coromandel 
Coast of India, artefacts from Tangier, and 
many Buddhas from Delhi, Jaipur, 
Cambodia and Nepal. Perhaps the most 
prominent examples of their passion for 
collecting is in their ‘India room’. Here, most 
items are from Nepal including exquisite 
handmade day beds, which offer the perfect 
place to curl up and relax after a busy day. 

‘Although this project seemed very 
daunting when we first took it on, it’s become 
our own little haven,’ says Jane. ‘It just goes 
to show what a difference a year can make.’ ® 



MASTER BATHROOM 
M wanted this to feel like a spa, hence the luxurious 
egg-shaped bath and indulgent touches/ says Jane. 

Lagoon freestanding bath, £1,799; MyPlan cabinets in 
Wenge, from £99 each, all Bathstore, would suit this loc 


MASTER BEDROOM 


ji 



r 


There is a focus on natural materials and authentic furnishings 
throughout, including the leather bed and linen furnishings. 

Aurora real leather cream bed frame is near-identical, £289, 


SleepKings. Bedding and cushions, from £45, Kelly Hoppen 
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LAND 
A statue of the 
Goddess of 
Compassion 
makes a 
statement. 


HALL 
Zen stones add to| 
this pared-back area. 

Stones, from £i,ooo, 
Alexander Lament 



FOR STOCKIST DETAILS GO TO PAGE 147 


25BH OCTOBER 2015 | 37 


MULTI STYLES 
MULTI FABRICS 
MULTI CHOICE 

Choose from our unbeatable 
fabric library to cover any of 
our sofas and chairs. 



MULTIYORK 

SOFAS & INTERIORS 


Order your FREE fabric swatches online or in store 


over 50 stores 


’IQr 033 33 583 325 flv multiyork.co.uk 






SITTING ROOM 

The quirky style of the fireplace perfectly 
suits that of the vaulted beams/ says Gordon. 

Clearview750 stove, price on application, 
Clearview Stoves. Fireplace stone, price on 
request, HV Bowen & Sons. For a similar 
coffee table try the Mandara, £695, Lombok 
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HOME TRUTHS 

THE PROPERTY 

Detached new-build 
LOCATION Powys 
BUILT 2009 
ROOMS Sitting room, 
kitchen-diner, day room, 
snug, study, three bedrooms 
(one en suite), bathroom 
PREVIOUS PROPERTY 
‘We divide our time between 
here and our coach house in 
Kent,’ says Annie. 


MATERIAL 


Using natural elements gave Annie and 
Gordon Campbell’s home the wow factor 

■ FEATURE SEAN O’CONNELL | PHOTOGRAPHY MARK BOLTON 








A nnie and Gordon Campbell are full of bright ideas, 
and that’s why the creation of their home was such a 
happy affair. While looking around a cottage in rural 
Powys with a view to buying, the couple spotted a 
run-down barn next door. ‘We quickly arranged a viewing,’ says 
Gordon, ‘and almost as soon as we walked in, Annie said, “Wow, 
look at that view”.’ We were both awestruck by the amazing 
scenery of the Mid^Wales valleys and the mountains beyond. 

The Campbells snapped up the barn with the intention of 
renovating it, as it came with planning permission. ‘But then we 
discovered the old frame was actually shot to pieces, so we applied to 
put a new one in its place.’ A local joiner recommended a company 
called Welsh Oak Frame,’ says Gordon. ‘Their architect came 
up with a design that suited us and which we felt reflected the 
character of the barn we’d replaced. We also made our own tweaks 
and additions - one of our main stipulations was that the building 
should have an open feel with an abundance of glass and wood.’ 
Once permission had been granted, they were ready to go. 

Firstly, Welsh Oak Frame laid the foundations of the house, 
before building the oak frame and taking it to weathertight 
stage. ‘When they’d finished, our builders came in to take it to 
completion,’ says Gordon. But although the Campbells had a good 
team in place, they did face one major obstacle — the weather. 

With the plot being sited in a remote location and up a narrow 
lane, access was never going to be easy, but things were about to get 


BEST BUY 7 love our slate flooring - we also used it on the terrace outside to 



even more complicated. ‘The summer of 2008 was one of the worst 
summers on record and it just rained constantly’ says Gordon. ‘I 
remember one particular day when it was pouring down and there 
were about a dozen vehicles on site, some of which were stuck in the 
mud. I must admit, there were moments when I wondered what 
we’d let ourselves in for, but slowly it came together.’ 

February of the following year saw the structure completed, at 
which point the Campbells turned their attention to the interior. 

‘In the same way Gordon had been in charge of the build, I took the 
reins with the interior,’ says Annie. The couple realised that if they 
got the basics right, the rest would follow, so they started with the 
flooring. Slate being synonymous with Wales, it seemed the natural 
choice - as well as serving to soften the abundance of wood on show. 
‘It has its own special warmth, too - even more so as we’ve installed 


1 SITTING ROOM 

Slate flooring creates a dramatic 
contrast against the oak beams. 

Eva sofa, £1,230, Sofa Workshop. 
Urban slate floor tiles in black/grey, 
£29.94sq m. Fired Earth, are a match 

2 SNUG 

This was going to be our study, 
until we decided it was better as 
a chill-out area/ says Gordon. 

Torben Lind-style modular sofa in 
black leather, £369, Vita Interiors, 
is comparable. G-Plan sideboard, 
price on request. Vintage Retro 


3 DAY ROOM 

Comfort is key in this cosy space. 

Marcel BreuerWassily-style chair, 
£269, Vita Interiors, has this look. 
For similar sofas try the Robertson, 
£3,199, Sofa Workshop. Pavilion 
floor lamp, £300, John Lewis 

4 KITCHEN-DINER 

Pine units were painted 
white for a fresh look. 

Cabinetry, price on request, 
Pineland Furniture; painted in 
French Gray estate eggshell, 

£53 for 2.5 litres, Farrow & Ball 


Follow 25 Beautiful Homes on Facebook and Twitter 




make it feel like it was part of the interior of the house when the lights are on 







underfloor heating everywhere,’ says Gordon. The Campbells are 
advocates of helping local trade, so many of the materials used in 
the house were sourced nearby, notably the stone for the sitting room 
fireplace. Considering it is one of the single most striking features in the 
house, the chimney breast had unlikely origins. ‘We found out at the 
last minute that we needed to come up with a design for it,’ says 
Gordon, so Annie sketched an idea on a scrap of paper on the way 
to meet the designer. Looking at it now, it couldn’t be more perfect.’ 

Certain other aspects were given more time and consideration. 
‘We realised that with ceilings as high as these we’d need to position 
the lighting quite low down in order to create a warm, intimate feel 
and not just illuminate the ceiling,’ says Annie. ‘For a consistent style 
throughout the house, all the main lighting, apart from the kitchen 


downlighters, came from Jim Lawrence, who were even happy 
to adapt some of their own designs for lowwoltage usage.’ 

When it came to the furniture, the couple were quite relaxed. ‘We 
already had a lot of items that worked well, including some inherited 
pieces,’ says Annie. Kitchen appliances, too, were bought on a budget. 

‘We wanted an Aga, but it would have meant reinforcing the floor so we 
opted for a range cooker,’ she continues. ‘Most of our appliances came 
from the local electrical shop, who undercut the department stores for 
price. By shopping around, we did the whole kitchen for ;£i2,ooo.’ 

The couple made savings upstairs, too. ‘We’re big recyclers so we 
painted an old G'Plan dressing table in the bedroom,’ says Annie. 

‘With this place, we have the satisfaction of knowing we’ve made our 
own mark. That’s why we love this house - it says everything about us.’ ® 


1 LANDING 

The bespoke wrought-iron stair 
rail adds an elegant touch. 

Banisters made, price on application, 
Nic Westermann. Bespoke staircase, 
Simon Moorhouse Fine Furniture. 
Kilfinan lantern, £479, Jim Lawrence 


2 OFFICE 

Well furnished and chic, this is the 
perfect place to catch up on emails. 

Original rustic solid oak desk, £600, 
Oak Furnitureland, is near-identical. 
Rigdale wood storage accent bench, 
£300, Wayfair, has this look 


3 MASTER EN SUITE 

A freestanding bath is perfectly 
situated under the window to 
make the most of the idyllic views. 

Cambridge bath, £650, Bathstore. 
Wooden bath tidy is an alternative, 
£45, The White Company 


3 MASTER BEDROOM 

All-white furnishings and natural 
wood help this space feel relaxing. 

For a similar bed frame try the 
Rosetti, £325, Feather & Black. Linea 
Clarence chandelier in antique brass, 
£200, House of Fraser, is comparable 





Visit your nearest shop, call free on 0800 23 00 048 or visit our website for latest ojfers 

www.sofaworkshop.conn 
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Insight 


BUILDING AN OAK- 
FRAMED HOUSE 

Inspired hy Annie and Gordon’s oak-framed home? 
Take the first steps towards building ycmr own 



O ak'framed houses date 

back to Tudor times, and 
their elegant curved braces, 
exposed internal timbers 
and oak'pegged joints have enjoyed a 
revival in recent years. This reflects the 
rise in the number of new self-builds, 
which now account for iO'i$ per cent of 
home building, as well as the popularity 
of turnkey packages that take the stress 
out of building your own home. 

Planning your self-build 

With a wide range of styles and designs 
available, it is worth contacting a number 
of oak'framing Arms and studying their 
portfolios. Many companies offer a fully 
bespoke service, guiding clients from 
the designing and planning stage 
through to construction and completion. 
Preparing and signing ofl^ the design 
takes around six weeks, with the planning 
process taking a further 12. Delivery 
timescales depend on the size and 
extent of the work to be carried out, 
but a typical three^bedroom cottage^size 


oak'frame will arrive on site around 
10 '12 weeks after signing the contract. 

Why choose oak framing? 

Oak'framed houses will often cost in 
excess of;£i,400sqm (although, with 
some careful budgeting, it is possible 
to build one for around £,i,ooosq m). 
There are certainly cheaper ways of 
building — conventional masonry and 
softwood timber frame being the most 
common — but green^oak framing 
offers undoubted advantages. 

One of the most eco'friendly 
construction materials, oak is both 
carbon^neutral and sustainable - 
new trees are planted to replace those 
felled and because oak is a natural 
product, the frames don’t require large 
amounts of energy to manufacture. 

As the frame is made off-site and 
erected in just a few days, construction 
times can be quicker — a vital factor for 
many self-builders, particularly those 
living in rented accommodation or 
paying a self-build mortgage. 



Timber frames can be a 
perfect backdrop for glass 


A traditional-style build is 
a great match for oak-frames 


Oak frames also work with 
a more Scandinavian look 


EXPERT EYE ‘Keep things Simple and allow 
the beauty of the structure to shine through. 
Opt for a neutral palette and natural materials, 
adding colour with textiles. Good lighting is 
essential - illuminated beams can look stunning’ 



SOPHIA WADSWORTH, INTERIOR DESIGNER 


PROFESSIONAL ADVICE 

'Oak framing is a versatile construction 
method. Not only is it ideal for those who 
want to build a new home with the character 
of a period property, but it also works well 
with modern designs - weVe often asked 
to incorporate large glass panels and 
contemporary bifold doors. 

Although it’s a time-honoured craft, it 
is now possible to use state-of-the-art 
technology to build traditional, barn- 
style and post-and-beam oak-frames 
to precise degrees of accuracy. 

Once the frame has been drying out for 
a number of years, you will experience 
changes in the texture and see distinctive 
cracks appearing, which makes this material 
so appealing. Ifs during this process that 
the wood becomes harder and stronger, 
tightening to a level where insects are 
unable to penetrate and attains such high 
density that it has increased resistance to fire. 

One of the beauties of an oak-framed 
house is that the structure is virtually 
maintenance-free. The timber doesn’t 
require treating, although some people 
choose to give the internal frame a light 
oiling to enhance the colour of the wood.’ 

MARK JONES, WELSH OAK FRAME 

ADDRESS BOOK 

■ Welsh Oak Frame 01686 688000, 
welshoakframe.com 

Provides a bespoke oak-framing service. 

■ Border Oak 01568 708752, borderoak.com 
Offers an extensive range of designs that can 
be customised to suit clients’ requirements. 

■ Rl BA 020 7580 5533, architecture.com 
Find more than 3,000 Chartered Architectural 
Practices by location and areas of expertise. 

■ Jim Lawrence 01473 826685, 
jim-lawrence.co.uk 

Lighting design service, including specialist 
advice for barns and oak-framed homes. 
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GRAN 


Jemima Garthwaite^s ambitious 
extension proves that a modest budget 
doesn^t mean you can’t think big 


THE PROPERTY 

Early Victorian terraced house 
LOCATION East London 
ROOMS Hall, sitting room, 
kitchen-diner, study, cloakroom, 
two bedrooms, bathroom 
PURCHASED 2 on 
PREVIOUS PROPERTY 
M rented a Victorian terrace 
to get a feel of the area before 
I bought this place,’ says Jemima. 




KITCHEN-DINER 
The range of natural materials 
- from Norwegian spruce to 
concrete - help merge the 
garden with the interior. 
Plywood from Blumsom Timber 
Centre; machine cut by CNC 
Workshop; carpentry by James 
Yeo, all price on application. 
White industrial large enamel 
shade, £ 140 , Urban Cottage 
Industries, is similar 



Lightly whitewashed timber cladding 
helps this feel like a separate area. 

Palmeral cushion fabric in White/Green and 
Midnight/Green, £75m, House of Hackney. 
Geometric lights, £90 for three, Nick Fraser 


0 Living on site 
through major 
building works 
comes with a 
great deal of 
stress - so 
imagine experiencing that 
disruption over the best part 
of three years. That’s what 
Jemima Garthwaite chose 
to do when she extended an 
early^Victorian terraced house 
in east London, d had a small 
budget but I wanted to push 
the boundaries, so I had to do 
a lot of the work myself’ she 
says. ‘When the funds ran out 
and the builders left, the 
extension had no wiring or 
plaster on the walls. There 
wasn’t even a proper floor.’ 

Jemima’s new structure, 
which replaces a rickety 
lean-to extension, is the result 
of a close collaboration 
between her and her friend, 
architect Tom Kaneko. ‘Tom 
and I studied architecture 
together, although I went into 


advertising,’ she explains. 
‘When he moved to London, 
I had just bought this house 
but I still had a few months’ 
lease on a property I was 
renting nearby. I suggested 
Tom should move into the 
house for a while so he could 
understand the building and 
help me with the plans.’ 

The design the pair came 
up with is a bold pitched 
structure featuring exposed 
timber rafters and horizontal 
boards, which create a 
dramatic contrast with the 
traditional part of the house. 
It provides a connection with 
the garden that the original 
house lacked. ‘I wanted a 
room for cooking, eating and 
living that felt very light 
and natural,’ says Jemima. 

‘From the start, we tried 
to And ways of turning raw 
construction materials into 
something beautiful,’ she 
continues. And the kitchen 
cabinets are an ingenious 
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KITCHEN-DI| 

Copper chairs add warmth 
to this industrial-style space. ~ ^ 

Tapered ply table, £1,450, Unto This Last. 

Blu Dot Real Good copper chair, £250, 

Heal’s. Artwork, London’s Kerning ^ 
poster, £100 (unframed), NB Studio 



GARDEN 



This was redesigned to create a ‘room’ outdoors. 

Bespoke garden design, Cercis Landscapes. 
Geometric pots in terracotta, £70 for three, Nick 
Fraser. Coolaroo sail shade, from £30, Primrose 









SITTING ROOM ff. 

A collection of artwork in an array 
of frames creates interest. 

Brown wax Victorian pine floorboards, from £69m sq. 
The Reclaimed Flooring Company, have this look 



design that proves this is 
possible. Made from ply, the 
components were cut based 
on 3D drawings and then 
assembled by a carpenter. 

‘It was like a gigantic jigsaw 
puzzle,’ says Jemima. 

Some tweaks were made 
to the original part of the 
house, most notably in 
the double reception room 
where a section of the hall 
wall was removed to open up 
the space. ‘I wanted sight lines 
from both the entrance and 
the sitting room fireplace 
all the way through to the 
garden,’ explains Jemima. 

In order to reveal the 
rugged brick walls, Jemima 
roped in her mother to chisel 
away the plaster from the 
chimney breast in the sitting 
room, and she did the same in 
the master bedroom. For the 
other bedroom walls, Jemima 
decided to go for a traditional 
Moroccan plaster treatment. 

‘I did this at the outset before 


the reality of the full cost 
of the project became 
apparent,’ she says. ‘It looks 
wonderful, but it’s an expense 
I couldn’t really justify’ 

Elsewhere, Jemima has 
carefully budgeted by hunting 
down bargains, such as the 
dining table that she found on 
eBay. The Freecycle Network 
was another resource that led 
to some great finds, including 
the track lighting in the 
kitchen. ‘This came from 
the Geffrye Museum, which 
was upgrading its lighting to 
an LED system,’ she explains. 

It is thanks to Jemima’s 
resourcefulness and ingenuity, 
not to mention a huge amount 
of energy, that this classic 
Victorian house has entered 
a new phase. As she explains, 
‘It was beautiful in winter but 
now it’s glorious in summer, 
too. The natural materials 
make it feel so quiet and 
tranquil, that sometimes I 
can’t believe I’m in London.' 


Find room ideas and shop the look at theROOMedit.com 






MASTER BEDROOM 
The old fireplace has become 
a quirky place to store shoes. 

Bespoke headboard in English elm, 
Pippa Murray Design. Tadelakt wall 
finish, £ioosq m. Decor Bristol 


AFTER 


BEFORE 



GROUND FLOOR 



REPLANNED 

Jemima and her architect friend, 
Tom Kaneko, came up with a design 
that used timber rafters and 
horizontal boards to replace the 
original lean-to. The style of the 
extension has an industrial look, 
which is quite different to the rest 
of the house, but it helps interlink 
the garden and the interior. 



DECORATING TIP 'Make great, inexpensive wall art by taking take pages 
out of magazines and design books and putting them in frames’ 
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FEAST 

AT YOUR 
LEISURE 



Big cooking made easy is our 
philosophy. Which is why our range 
cookers, with their numerous ovens, 
multiple hob burners and dedicated 
grills, are perfectly designed to make 
feastirig easier for everyone. 



Rsh lovers can banquet on beetroot 
cured salmon served with hofsefad^sl^^ 
brown shrimp and lobster vinaigrette - 
stirred up in next to no lima 

Whether your tribe diries on culinary 
adventures or comforting pleasures, 
youll find your favourite feast at 

lei 5 y recooker.co.u k 




16th-century farmhouse I 25BH 




RURAL 

RETREAT 




An old, charming farmhouse was the perfect change of pace for Victoria Hall 
and Dan Shepherd, who craved a rural way of life 

FEATURE NAOMI JONES | PHOTOGRAPHY ROBERT SANDERSON 
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LESSON LEARNT ^ If you’re looking to 
move to a new area, renting is helpful to 
see if it’s the right place for you — if that’s 
not possible, hire a holiday home for a 
couple of weeks in different seasons’ 








KITCHEN 

The rustic floor is always^L|^ 
warm underfoot thanks to^ 
the Aga/ says Victori2^ ^ 

Four-oven cast-iron range * 
cooker, from £8,925, Aga. 
Montague oak extending'dining 
table is similar, £525, The 
Cotswold Company. Chicken 
oven glove, £i8j Pheasant mug, 
£i6, both Cluck Cluck! 


SltfUUS R 

‘If : - ■ 


THE PROPERTY 

Farmhouse, built circa 1570 
LOCATION Suffolk 
ROOMS Hall, sitting room, 
kitchen, dining room, study, 
playroom, five bedrooms 
(three en suite), bathroom 
PURCHASED 2010 
PREVIOUS PROPERTY 
'Before we moved here, we lived 
in an early-Victorian house in 
London,' says Victoria. 
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F ive years ago, Victoria Hall, an artist, and her husband Dan, 
were looking to relocate from London to somewhere more 
rural. ‘We wanted our children, Thomas, lO, and Matilda, 8, 
to have a similar upbringing to us - a home that was within 
easy reach of good schools, close to their grandparents and in the 
countryside,’ says Victoria. That’s when they came across this Grade II 
listed ibth'century farmhouse in Suffolk. ‘It was ideal for us as it didn’t 
require much work - we knew we didn’t want to take on a big project, 
we just wanted to get on with living the country lifestyle,’ she explains. 

Throughout the years, the property has been sympathetically 
extended. ‘The Georgians added the brick facade, which is where the 
red Virginia creeper grows during the autumn,’ says Victoria. ‘The 
Victorians added their own touch, too, with a spacious kitchen and a 


hard-wearing flagstone floor that we still have today’ In recent decades, 
former owners reconfigured the layout to suit modern life, reassigning 
rooms, converting the loft, adding en suites and resiting the stairs. 

Although there wasn’t much to do structurally, the couple did 
update a few things. ‘We replaced the rotten windows and French 
windows, refitted two dated bathrooms, changed the ancient boiler, 
and over a period of two years, repainted the entire house,’ says 
Victoria. ‘We did a quick makeover on the kitchen, too. As the 
solid-wood units are so sturdy and fitted with such good- quality 
granite worktops, we simply painted them and added an electric 
oven so that we don’t have to rely on the Aga all year round.’ 

This time- and money-saving approach has been employed at 
every level of the renovation. Victoria and Dan kept what worked 



' ■ SITTING ROOM ■ 

* With plenty of white woodwork and light-coloured furniture, 
the bold blue wall colour makes this space feel cosy. 

Bluebell three-seater sofa in Herringbone, £1,340; Ottoman footstool, 
from £195, both Sofa.com. Walls painted in Stiffkey Blue estate emulsion, 
£38 for 2.5 litres, Farrow & Ball. Sisal carpet, from £42sq m. Crucial Trading 
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25BH I 16th-century farmhouse 


DECORATING TIP ‘Be brave with colour, 
but bear in mind any other elements — 
including the amount of natural light and 
any woodwork to highlight the shade’ 



MASTER BEDROOM 
Sumptuous fabrics and French-inspired furnishings' 
add an air of elegance and luxury in here. 

Chateau triple mirror dressing table, £838, Sweetpea & 
Willow, is a good match. Plume Citrine pillowcases, £25 
per pair. Living by Christiana Lemieux at House of Fraser 




and changed what didn’t. ‘We repainted three of the walls in 
our bedroom,’ says Victoria, ‘but left one in the existing sandy 
beige colour as it was a good backdrop for a canvas we wanted 
to hang there.’ Likewise, the flooring throughout hasn’t been 
touched. ‘We inherited sisal carpet that still has years of life 
left in it,’ she says. ‘And there were beautiful wall lights in 
the sitting room and bedroom that we loved, so they’ve 
stayed, too. We’ve saved and reused whatever possible so 
that we could spend money where it was needed.’ 

No doubt due to her artistic profession, Victoria is just 
as careful with her colour selection and knows when to be 
restrained and when to experiment with bolder hues. ‘I 
painted the sitting room a deep blue,’ she says. ‘Somehow, 


it feels fresh during warmer months yet still works on cold dark 
days - when the Are is lit, it’s very cosy’ She has teamed this 
blue with yellow and orange accessories to keep the look 
vibrant. Cushions and autumnal gourds add pattern and 
texture as well as colour, and give the room a modern twist. 

‘We may have left the city behind, but I’m not ready to embrace 
a purely traditional country style just yet,’ says Victoria. 

The family’s rural home and its resident brood of hens has 
also provided inspiration for Victoria’s bird^themed homeware 
business, which she runs from home and juggles with family 
life. ‘It’s been a change of pace that suits us perfectly’ says 
Victoria. ‘The countryside is a great place to live - it always 
provides something new or different for us to be inspired by’ @ 


GUEST 
EN SUITE 

Simple decor 
enlarges this 
small area. 

Oyster mosaic 
tiles, £i99sq m. 
Fired Earth 





MATIEDA’S BEDROOM 

A pink scheme gives a girlie fejeL^ 

Jules quilt, £80, Feather & Black ^ 




BEDROOM 

Blue hues feature 
throughout, linking 
each space together. 

Try Sellingantiques. 

co.uk for a chaise 
longue like this one, 
£i,no 
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LOVE 

COLOUR. 

Restyle your interior 


New. FlipBin. 

Our new waste bin, 
in 6 colours 



i^brabantia 


Visit US at brabantia.com/flipbin 


& bathstore 


Bathrooms matter. Visit the experts. 



Bathrooms matter 


that’s why 

our expert installation service is backed 
by a five year craftsmanship guarantee 

At bathstore, we offer expert advice, design and fitting 
to give you complete peace of mind. So from inspiration 
to installation, your dream bathroom is in expert hands. 

stores nationwide • bathstore.com 

expert advice • expert design • expert fitting 






SOUTH AFRICAN FARMHOUSE | 25BH 



TERRACE 




‘We love this shaded spot for 
lunches and informal 
entertaining/ says Chrislien. 

Roscana teak six-seater dining 
set, £532, B&Q, would work here. 





BREAKFAST AREA 
Painted furniture creates a homely feel. 

Neptune Chichester dresser, £1,850, John 
Lewis, is a match. Provencal stripe chair, £295, 
The French Bedroom Company, is comparable 


FAMILY FAVOURITE 

As soon as Chrislien and Craig Bath saw the potential of this 
run-down farmhouse, there was no turning back 


FEATURE KATHY HURST | PHOTOGRAPHY MICKY HOYLES/GAP INTERIORS 
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25BH I SOUTH AFRICAN FARMHOUSE 


UNIQUE 


KITCHEN 

A vintage table not only anchors this 
area, but serves as a rustic island. 

For distressed cabinetry try Unfitted, £763 
for a 500mm base cabinet. Industrial enamel 
pendant lampshade, £78, Anton & K, is an 
alternative. Dunelm is a good place to 
source wicker baskets, from £2 each 




I’ 


HOME TRUTHS 

THE PROPERTY 

Detached farmhouse 
LOCATION 
Western Cape, South Africa 
ROOMS Sitting room/ 
kitchen, dining room, family 
room, study, utility room, three 
bedrooms, two bathrooms 
PURCHASED 2013 
PREVIOUS PROPERTY 
‘Before we bought this place, we 
lived in a similar-style house just 
a few streets away,’ says Chrislien. 



DESIGN TIP 

‘Listen to your instincts 
and trust your own style 
- if you invest in things 
you love, then they'll 
never go out fashion' 
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SITTING ROOM 

This airy, open-plan space is ideal for the family 
to unwind and spend quality time together. 

Chesterfield sofa, £1,499, SofaSofa, is near-identical. Polished 
concrete flooring, from £20sq m. Skim Coat. Walls painted in 
Strong White modern emulsion, £42 for 2.5 litres, Farrow & Ball 


f someone had told us five years ago we would move to this 
house, rd have laughed,’ says Chrislien Bath of the cottage 
where she and her husband Craig now live. ‘It was a sad building 
with a 19 70s brick'faced frontage and an awkward, cramped 
interior.’ The property, nestling at the foot of the Helderberg 
mountain in South Africa, had been on the market for more than 
a year and was a stone’s throw from the couple’s previous home, 
which they had sold in the hope of finding a renovation project. 

‘We’d driven past the place a few times and could see it had 
potential, but it was beyond our budget,’ says Chrislien. ‘However, 


the asking price kept falling, and finally, it was within our reach.’ 
Having built several houses from scratch, the couple were well 
prepared for the task in hand. They started by stripping out the 
rabbit warren of rooms to create a free 'flowing space, restoring 
the exterior with white render and natural rock, and adding an 
extension that more than doubled the footprint. 

The couple and their two daughters, Robyn, 12, and Nina, 9, 
lived on'site during the remodel - installing a kitchen and bathroom, 
and sleeping in one of the bedrooms while work took place around 
them. ‘The tenancy on our rental home had expired, so we had 




STUDY 

^1 love this desk as it’s big enough for 
more than one person/ says Chrislien. 

Pierre Henry cabinet is similar, £47, Tesco. 
Facile stool, £17, Wayfair, is a match 

f'A it M 



FAMILY ROOM 
A large fireplace is a bold focal point. 

Lamp Black intelligent matt emulsion 
is comparable to the wall colour. 


DINING ROOM 


By adding a rustic bench, this elegant 
area feels relaxing and inviting. 

Henry three-seater bench in oak suits 
^ this-style, £299, John Lewis 



Follow 25 Beautiful Homes on Facebook and Twitter 
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NINA’S BEDROOM 
^For the decor, I cut out circles and ./< lTI 
pasted them to the wall/ says Chrislierb - ^ 

Anastasia single quilt, £165, The White H > 
Company, has a similar patchwork style | 



BATHROOM 

Simply styled with a freestanding bath and 
chandelier, this has a pared-back look. 

London freestanding bath, £599, Bathstore 


J 



ft 



^ ■ 


MASTER BEDROOM 
Glamorous chandeliers look elegant 
in this otherwise pared-back scheme. 

Shamley 12-Iight chandelier, £500; 
Clifton ivory wardrobe, £1,650, both 
Laura Ashley, are much the same 






LAST WORD ‘We feel very proud of what we’ve achieved and it’s been worth 
the hard work - the house is everything we envisaged and more’ 


no choice,’ explains Chrislien. ‘It was dusty, noisy and incredibly 
hectic, but the final result makes it all worthwhile.’ 

Once the building work was complete, Chrislien couldn’t wait to 
start redecorating. Painted antique furniture, weatherbeaten shutters 
and linen upholstery create an air of faded elegance that was inspired 
by Chrislien’s love of French decor. ‘I’ve always adored the laid-back 
style of rural Provence,’ she says. Family heirlooms, such as the 
balloon^backed dining chairs, sit alongside vintage finds, including 
an old church cabinet and a chesterfield sofa. ‘I’ve collected all kinds 
of different pieces over the years and I’m always on the lookout for 
more at flea markets and in junk shops,’ she says. 

In the kitchen, which was crafted by a local joiner from reclaimed 
Oregon wood, there is a relaxed feel. Cabinetry is painted in chalk 


white and dove grey and paired with a whitewashed armoire and 
timeworn table. Wooden worktops, wicker baskets and enamel 
pendants make for a lived-in look, and homespun bunting is a nod 
to a bygone age. Throughout the house, the Baths made the bold 
decision to install polished concrete floors, from the open-plan 
ground level to the more intimate bedrooms, which are also furnished 
with French antiques painted in muted shades. ‘The neutral tone goes 
with everything and it retains heat in all seasons,’ says Chrislien. 

As the weather warms in the autumn the outdoor space comes 
into its own, with its terrace that leads from the snug to the gardens 
and a pool. ‘We open the doors and barbecue on the step with all 
our family and friends,’ says Chrislien. ‘We had a vision of what 
the house could be, but reality has surpassed all expectations.’ ® 
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The City Plaids collection by Brintons Carpets 



beaiib' 


by design 




Brintons 

making the world amore beautiful place 


See the full collection at www.brintons.co.uk and order your free samples now. 
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CITY PLAIDS Kensington 4/50234 




YOUR KITCHEN 

MADE BY US IN THE UK 

We cut out the middleman meaning you save more. 



20 YEAR 

GUARANTEE 


BUY NOW. PAY LATER 

Finance options to suit you* 


V FULLYASSEMBLED KITCHEN UNITS 

Not old-fashioned flat pack, meaning quick and easy instaUation 

V FREE HOME MEASURE, PLANNING & DESIGN 

So you can be sure your new kitchen is the perfect fit 



FIND YOUR NEAREST SHOWROOM TODAY 

55 SHOWROOMS NATIONWIDE • VISrTWRENKnCHENS.COM 


W3‘en 

KITCHENS 


A Pf iokI kitchen For unita and does not ifKlude- the pi Ice oF hecKilea, AcurktopSu eppljantes, sink. t*p. props, JKcesMW les of smdil imjc kfcop WtJSt be purchased In the ej<act cflflFWf adon as offered by Wreo. Np subsLittitJofii « 

alterations can tw niade. One uvr custcrTwr. # iF fmd a (iitcfwi or ntted bedroDm thk: isor the sarrw stylvi ftuality and constriKticifi chea{»reisewhere, l>r^nq us wur valid quotation and Wren’ Mi/rllbeat it. + Soy nowp^ taterexamsile: Cash price 
£4,000. Msnimu m 1 0% deposit of E400and nothing forthertopaj For 1 2 months after tfelrvery li irista^latoon date, then pay balance of £3.600. Subject to status, creit terms wH be available, Ask mstnre or visit wrenJdtcher«.eorn/finante f ariietalls 






THE PROPERTY 

Edwardian terraced house 
LOCATION 
Southwest London 
ROOMS Hall, sitting 
room/kitchen-diner, two 
bedrooms, bathroom 
PURCHASED 2012 
PREVIOUS PROPERTY 
'Before we moved here, we lived 
two streets away in a Victorian 
conversion flat,’ says Veronica. 


DINING AREA 
/Many items of furniture are 
^antique or secondhand buys 
that have been upcycled 
with a fresh coat of paint. 
OH vintage bordo table, 
£2,220, Houseology, 1 sa 
good match. Find Eames- 
style chairs, from £55 each, 
Atlantic Shopping. Starkey 
chandelier, £149, Made 


Using her natural eye for colour and detdjl, 
photographer Veronica Rodriguez turned a 
run-dozvn apartment into a chic modern hornet 
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SITTING ROOM 
‘Some of my books are really heavy, 
so we used scaffolding boards 
secured with steel brackets for 
the shelves,’ says Veronica. 

For a similar armchair fabric try 
Eglinton by Nina Campbell, £i29.ggm, 
Osborne & Little. Bent glass coffee 
table, £i8o. Class Glass, is comparable 


FAVOURITE ROOM ^The sitting room is where we spend the majority 
of our time - it’s such a generous space that’s filled with natural light’ 




when Veronica 
Rodriguez was looking 
for a new home, plenty 
of space was her main 
requisite. She was living 
in a small flat with her 
husband Darren Jones and craved two 
things — a garden and a dressing table. 
‘We had no room for a vanity area, 
and I had to dry my hair standing up,’ 
she said. ‘Having long hair meant I 
spent a lot of time on my feet!’ 

The couple loved where they 
lived in leafy southwest London, 
but flnding a property within their 
budget wasn’t easy. After searching 
further afleld with no luck, they were 
running out of ideas, until a two' 
bedroom terrace around the corner 
came on the market. ‘We jumped at 
the chance to buy it,’ says Veronica, 
‘although it did need a lot of repair.’ 

Unfazed by the work involved, 
they immediately set about replacing 
the boiler, replastering the entire 
house and painting all the woodwork. 
A wall separating the kitchen from the 
sitting room/dining area was removed 
to create a large open-plan space that 
led outdoors. Some dubious hi-gloss 
pink floor tiles in the kitchen were also 
replaced with smart wooden flooring. 
‘Those tiles were quite something,’ 
recalls Veronica. ‘Thankfully, the 
original boards had been bought 
locally, so replacing them was simple.’ 

As both Veronica and Darren are 
photographers, they have a trained eye 
for composition and colour, and 
Veronica was keen to recreate the 



I &2 KITCHEN-DINER 
The units had recently been fitted, 
so all I did was was paint them a more 
modern shade/ says Veronica. 

For a similar cabinet colour try Vert De Terre 
estate eggshell, £53 for 2.5 litres, Farrow & 
Ball. Artois metal mirror, £130, Maisons du 
Monde, would work well here. Broadway 
star light, £139, Made, is an alternative 

3 HALL 

To make this space feel lighter, the couple 
removed the carpet from the mahogany 
stairs, reinstalled the spindles and 
banister, and painted everything white. 

Maroque is a good place to source 
Moroccan-style mirrors like this one, from 
£54. Junction pendant, from £17, HeaFs 



4 MASTER BEDROOM 
Luxurious accessories add a cosy feel. 

Birlea Bronte bedstead, £190, Furniturei23, 
has this look. Round Venetian mirror, 

£99, Sweetpea & Willow, suits this style 

5 GUEST BEDROOM 

As this space is only occasionally used, 
a corner has been converted into a study. 

Lotherton mirror, £325, The Chandelier 

6 Mirror Company, is comparable 

6 BATHROOM 

This was a challenge as it was in poor 

shape, but we got there/ says Veronica. 

Ferndale Sage Green 600 unit and 
ceramic basin top, £549, Bathstore 


contemporary look of their previous 
flat. ‘I had a colour scheme in mind, so 
I knew we had to strip it all back and 
start again with a clean canvas,’ she 
says. ‘At first, we painted everything 
white, then started introducing other 
colours on the walls. We wanted it 
to be light and airy, with a few muted 
shades, such as grey and sage green, 
to give that crisp, modern look.’ 

For inspiration on accessories, 
Veronica turned to magazines — the 
self-confessed homewares addict keeps 
neat piles of interiors publications 
around the house. ‘I love looking at 
other people’s houses and it’s where 
I get most of my ideas,’ she explains. 

You can see that her obsession 
with home styling has paid ofl^ when 
you look around their interior, which 
artfully combines a variety of styles. 
Louis chairs and elegant consoles with 
cabriole legs sit happily alongside 
contemporary exposed lighting and 
Oriental art in vivid tones. Splashes of 
turquoise make an attractive addition, 
and there’s the occasional touch of 
glamour, too — with an ornate gold 
gilt mirror here, and a chandelier 
spray-painted copper there. 

It’s taken three years to complete 
the project, but the pleasure Veronica 
and Darren get from their home is 
evident. ‘It’s a house for all seasons,’ 
she explains. ‘In summer, we’ll have 
coffee on the decking outside, and in 
winter, we’ll share a bottle of red wine 
in front of the woodburning stove in 
the sitting room. With an interiors 
magazine by my side, of course.’ ® 
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2$BH I CITY APARTMENT 


HIGH POINT 



Charlotte Hamel has used antique family pieces, 
flea-market finds and contemporary chic to add 
a touch of je ne sais quoi to a Dublin apartment 


FEATURE MANDI MILLAR | PHOTOGRAPHY ASHLEY MORRISON 



THE PROPERTY 

Modern apartment 
LOCATION Dublin 
ROOMS Sitting room, dining 
area, kitchen, two bedrooms 
(one en suite), two bathrooms 
PURCHASED 2013 
PREVIOUS PROPERTY 
‘Before moving here I had a flat 
in Paris,' says Charlotte. 


LIVING AREA 
‘Wherever I travel, I take my Eiffel 
Tower window transfer with me/ 
says French-born Charlotte. 

Eiffel Tower window decal sticker, 
£20, AIIPosters.co.uk, is similar. 
Custom-made sofa, £1,420, Jaybee 
Sofaworks. Vintage coffee table, 
£213, Hier Pour Domain 


NEW-BUILD 



P Charlotte Hamel’s career in marketing 
has taken her around the world — but for 
all that, she doesn’t believe in travelling 
light. Wherever Charlotte goes, her 
furniture goes, too. ‘Ironically it’s probably 
my furniture that has dictated the houses 
I’ve lived in,’ she admits. ‘As the years have gone by. I’ve 
gathered up more and more from the places I’ve visited, 
so each time I move on, it all has to be accommodated.’ 

However, relocating to Dublin two years ago was not 
as straightforward as Charlotte had hoped - because 
of work commitments, she didn’t have the luxury of being 
able to house^hunt for herself. ‘I had to rely on a good friend 
who knew the sort of place I was after,’ she says. ‘Top of my 
list of must'haves was somewhere with lots of light — you 
can make most homes work when you have bright rooms. 

I also told him a balcony would be the icing on the cake.’ 

Charlotte’s diligent friend came up trumps and sent 
her a video he had taken of a bright new^build located on 
a bustling dockside. ‘He said this was definitely the one for 
me and I trusted his judgement,’ says Charlotte. ‘The huge 

I KITCHEN 

‘The flush-finish unit doors maximise the sense of space 
in the relatively small kitchen/ says Charlotte. 

Metod units, from £71 for a base cabinet with shelves, Ikea, 
would work well here. Try JLHDA915 chimney cooker hood, 
£449, John Lewis, for a similar look. Browse for comparable 
vintage tins, from £6, at Cake Storage Tins 
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windows have some of the best views in Dublin, while the 
balcony is a definite bonus for a city^centre apartment. This 
area has a real buzz about it, plus a strong sense of community 
- and that means a lot when you’re new to a place, as I am.’ 

However, Charlotte’s hectic lifestyle meant there was 
little time for decorating. ‘The walls were already a soft grey 
and I decided to leave them like that because they worked 
well as a backdrop,’ she says. ‘Luckily, most of my furniture 
fitted in without too much trouble, except the sofa. I’d had 
it made to order but when it was delivered it wouldn’t fit 
into the lift — it was two centimetres too high — and the 
stairs were too narrow. There was nothing to be done but 
to cut it in two and then put it back together again in the 
apartment. Thankfully you can’t see the join!’ 

When it comes to the style of Charlotte’s apartment, 
predictably her friends describe it as having a ‘French 

1 HALL 

The wall storage unit beside the stairs is intended for wine, but 
it’s much more suited to housing my shoes!’ says Charlotte. 

For a similar red seat try the Charles Fames Style DAW 
Chair in Plastic, £50, Vita Interiors 



DESIGN ADVICE ^Use a different type of flooring to divide up open-plan 
for example, wood in. the dining zone and tiles in the kitchen area’ 


' !■ 


DINING AREA 
A wall of mirrors doubles the sense 
of space in the apartment and 
reflects light beautifully. 

For custom-made wall mirrors, 
try Mirrorfit.co.uk. The Hay chair, 
£130, Industry, is a good match 



BEDROOM 
Charlotte loves the 
floor-to-ceiling window 
but uses an antique 
folding screen to give her 
more privacy without 
sacrificing light. 

Try the Bugle shade, £45, 
The Lighting Company, 
for a similar pendant. The 
Tartan Blanket Co. has 
a good range of similar 
throws, from £27 


feel’. ‘They’re probably right, although I don’t set out to 
be “French’”, she says. ‘I love antiques and bric-a-brac and 
Fm never happier than when Fm having a morning to 
myself in a flea market. I love artwork, too. Whenever 
I visit a festival, for instance, or go on holiday, Fll always 
buy a poster or picture of the event or the place, so the 
pieces on my walls evoke good memories, which is 
important when you’re living away from home.’ 

However, now she has had a chance to put down roots 
in Ireland — for the time being anyway — is there anything 
she would like to change about her apartment?’ ‘Well, 

I certainly wouldn’t change my sofa, or the “analysis couch”, 
as my friends call it!’ says Charlotte. ‘Although I had such 
a job fitting it in, it’s become the heart of my home where 
my friends and I can sit for hours listening to jazz, sipping 
whisky and solving the world’s problems, while enjoying the 
fantastic view over Dublin’s skyline!’ @ 


2 BATHROOM 

Charlotte loves the hotel-style luxury of her bathroom. Mt’s 
also practical, which is perfect for my busy lifestyle/ she says. 

Take a look at the Bitonto basin, £159, Clickbasin.co.uk. 
Grundtal mirror, £20, Ikea, is a match 
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25BH I DETACHED BUNGALOW 


CREATURE 


COMFORTS 

Lesley Bailie used colour, texture and salvaged 
finds to turn a new-build bungalow into 
a country home for family - and furry friends ^ 

FEATURE MANDI MILLAR | PHOTOGRAPHY ASHLEY MORRISON 


; ^ 



SITTING ROOM 

Rich creams and cranberry hues 

make this a cosy, relaxing space. 

For a similar velvet sofa try the Hertford 
large two-seater in Caitlyn Cranberry, 
from £1,400, Laura Ashley. Mirrored 
dresser, £60, Gumtree, painted in 
Country Grey chalk paint, £18.95 for 
1 litre, Annie Sloan. Walls painted in 
Dorset Cream estate emulsion, , ^ 
£38 for 2.5 litres, Farrow & Ball ■ 
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NEW-BUILD 





HOME TRUTHS 

THE PROPERTY 

Bungalow, built in 2006 
L O C AT I O N County Down 
ROOMS Sitting room, sunroom, 
kitchen-diner, four bedrooms (one 
en suite), bathroom, summer house 
PURCHASED 2006 
PREVIOUS PROPERTY 
‘We lived in a new development 
in the nearby market town of 
Newtownards before we moved 
here,’ explains Lesley. 



H aving grown up on a farm, Lesley Bailie 
felt a long way from home in the new 
development she and husband Lindsay 
were living in. ‘The house was great 
and the area was fine but I longed to be back in the 
countryside - not least so we had room for our 
evengrowing family of rescue animals!’ says Lesley. 
‘We were scouring property websites and came 
across this halfiacre site with plans already approved 
for a four^bedroom home. Of course, when we first 
viewed the place, it was just a site - but it was perfect. 
The plans showed it had lots of space inside, a 
south'facing garden and it offered privacy’ 

As Lesley is involved in dog rescue work, she also 
wanted space to be able to foster dogs from time to 
time, and this spot offered that — and more. ‘There 
wasn’t one thing we wanted to change with the plan,’ 



SUMMERHOUSE 




‘We love this outdoor room - it’s a relaxing space ^ 
where you can get away from it all/ says Lesley. 

Mortimer sofa, £1,500, Laura Ashley. For similar moose (tc 
heads see the Wooden 3D Puzzle, £56, Etsy 
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^ KITCHEN.-MNER 

The attractive open-plan room had to be practical, too, 
in order to accommodate three dogs and six cats. 

he Cafe Oak solid wood flooring, £37.49sq m, Wickes, for similar. 
Pemberley bar chair, £129, John Lewis, is a good match 


SUNROOM 

Salvaged finds are transformed to make this sunny room more personal. 

Sideboard painted in Cream chalk paint, £18.95 for 1 litre, Annie Sloan. 
Painting of Bo-Jangles, the couple’s German Shepherd, by family friend and 
artist Victoria Colville. Tartan throw, £45, TK Maxx 



DINING ROOM 

^1 love floral and paisley print so used both on these c'^airs,’ says Lesley. 

Table and chairs painted in House White estate eggshell, £53 for 2.5 litres, 
Farrow & Ball. Seat back covered in Genevieve fabric, £i4m; seat covered 
in Harriet Paisley fabric, £i4m, both Clarke & Clarke 
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DETACHED BUNGALOW | 25BH 


says Lesley. ‘In fact, the spacious sunroom and 
extra^large bathroom were the icing on the cake. Plus, 
as we knew the builder had an excellent reputation, 
we were more than happy to sign on the dotted line.’ 

Luckily, the couple were able to time the sale of 
their previous home so they did not have to rent other 
accommodation during the eight^month renovation. 
Their builder was project^managing the new house, 
but Lesley was also able to visit and keep a close eye 
on its progress. However, not everything went to plan. 

‘There were a few hiccups along the way’ 
reveals Lesley, ‘not least when I arrived one day to 
view my beautiful Belfast sink from France in situ 
in the kitchen. But when I went hunting for the 
Italian taps we’d bought to complete the look, I 
found them charred and buckled in the middle of 

DESIGN ADVICE Von’t be 
tempted to make changes for 
change’s sake. We bought our home 
off-plan and didn’t transform 
a thing - it worked perfectly 
for us as it was’ 


a fire the builders had made to burn the packaging. 
Thankfully, they ensured they were replaced.’ 

With the build complete, Lesley set about creating 
her dream home in the country. ‘I’ve always been 
interested in interiors — Lindsay might say I was 
obsessed,’ she says. ‘I’ve kept a scrapbook of ideas — 
fabric scraps, pictures I like and so on. I’ve even done 
courses in interior design, creative painting and 
lighting, so this was the ideal opportunity to try it out.’ 

Lesley wanted a cosy traditional look in keeping 
with the beautiful rural setting. ‘Creating that look in 
a new'build property might seem a contradiction, but 
I really enjoyed visiting salvage yards for items to give 
our home that homely lived-in feel,’ she explains. 

‘One great find was a beautiful antique sideboard 
that was languishing in a barn beside an ancient 
tractor. The inglenook fireplace in the sunroom is 
built from salvaged bricks and some of them even 
have little thistle motifs on them. That’s the sort 
of detail I love when I find reclaimed items.’ 

When she’s not busy tending their halfiacre 
of land, Lesley is finally able to sit back and enjoy 
her country retreat. ‘My favourite place is the 
sunroom. I love how the windows run right around 
the space so I can enjoy our garden. It’s also the 
brightest room in the house, and when we light the 
fire on cooler evenings, it’s a lovely place to unwind.’ ® 

FOR STOCKIST DETAILS GO TO PAGE 147 


GUEST BEDROOM 

The tranquil green scheme reflects the pastoral scene outside. 

Antique sofa seat re-covered in Voyage Isla Heather, £19.50111, Textile Express. 



BATHROOM 

Lesley added a sofa in her large bathroom to give it a boudoir feel. 

For a bath like this see the Salcombe, £995, Cast Iron Bath Company. The Claude 
sofa, £680, Sofa.com, is comparable. Basin dresser from an antiques shop 
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Insight 


CREATING YOUR 
OWN GARDEN ROOM 

Why not give yimr home a bright new look by 
building a glazed extension as Lesley Bailie has? 



B uilding an extra room with a 
view of the garden is a growing 
trend. With the current vogue 
for open-plan, multipurpose 
family rooms that combine a mix of 
kitchen, dining and living spaces, garden 
rooms and orangeries fit the bill perfectly. 

Room for all seasons 

A garden room is a glazed extension with 
a fully tiled roof, and an orangery has a 
part' tiled roof with inset glass panels. 
Garden rooms can either be freestanding, 
like the Bailies’, or attached to an existing 
building. ‘More people now choose a 
garden room or orangery rather than a 
conservatory, because their solid roof 
construction makes them suitable for year' 
round living,’ explains David Salisbury 
of David Salisbury Joinery. Think about 
how you’d like to use the space. It can be 
an extra sitting room, a spot to enjoy your 
garden, or a home office. Alternatively, it 
can be your main family room, or a space 
for entertaining. ‘With its fulhlength 
windows, an orangery has a more formal 
feel than a fully'glazed conservatory, and 


is the most popular choice for kitchen 
and dining room extensions,’ says David. 
A wide choice of building materials is 
available - painted hardwood is popular, 
while a green oak'framed construction 
creates a rustic look. To avoid planning 
delays, the build must blend with your 
house and have similar windows. 

Bring the outside in 

Before designing the decor, consider the 
look of your garden and the surrounding 
landscape. Is it cottage'Style or formal> 
Incorporating the strongest themes and 
shapes in your garden through colour, 
pattern or line is a good starting point for 
planning a garden'room scheme. For a 
more relaxed look, use metal or wrought 
iron garden furniture and natural stone 
flooring, such as limestone flagstones or 
slate. Conventional, upholstered furniture 
and wooden floorboards will create a 
more formal feel. As a general rule, use 
lighter or medium'toned colours. For 
maximum access, install folding or sliding 
doors that open out and lead straight into 
the garden - perfect for sunny days. 



EXPERT EYE ‘Always decorate a garden room 
in keeping with its aspect and the direction it faces. 
A warm-toned scheme in a north-facing design will 
lift your spirits, even on the dullest autumn day’ 

SUZANNE PETERSON, SUZANNE PETERSON INTERIOR DESIGN 


PROFESSIONAL ADVICE 

^ 'Decide what the look of 

your garden room will be, and 
plan your palette accordingly. 
Use cool green, blue, cream 
^nd lilac tones to evoke the 
classic feel of an English 
country garden. Rich reds, yellows, ochres 
and oranges will add warmth, drama and 
a hint of Mediterranean style. 

Don’t limit yourself to cane, wicker or 
rattan sofas and chairs. Matching the 
garden-room furniture to that of your 
main living areas will integrate the space 
with the rest of your home, whether your 
room is freestanding or an extension. 

Take care when choosing your upholstery 
fabrics. Deeper colours and silks will 
tend to fade in strong sunlight, whereas 
light and mid-toned linens are a more 
practical choice. Several companies 
now make fade-resistant outdoor fabrics 
that also work well in garden rooms, such 
as Fox Linton’s Outdoor range, the TIana 
range at Designers Guild, and Osborne 
& Little’s Zancudo collection 

Choosing the right blinds is essential. 
Pinoleum roof blinds filter out around 
70 per cent of sunlight, and provide 
invaluable shade. Marston Langinger 
has an extensive range of pinoleum 
blinds, which can be painted to tone 
in with your existing scheme.’ 

LOUISAWYATT, THE MEWS INTERIOR 
DESIGN COMPANY 

ADDRESS BOOK 

David Salisbury 01278764444, 
davidsaUsbury.com 

Westbury Garden Rooms 01245326500, 

westbuiygardenroomsxom 

The Mews Interior Design Company 

01905 622377, mewsinteriordesignxoMk 

Marston Langinger 0207881 5700, 

marston-and-langingerxom 
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READER OFFERS | 25BH 


RARE PLANTS COLLECTION 

Save so per cent when you buy all three - perfect for planting now for flowering next spring 


OFFER 1 Echium russicum 

First discovered in Russia, this 
bloom displays a unique wine 
red flower spike and is incredibly 
hardy down to -20 degrees. 

Buy 1 plant for £14, quote 
ROBH15-31PTER01 

OFFER 2 Meconopsis 
^Lingholm’ Features enormous 
nodding poppy-like blooms that are 
borne on strong upright stems over 
green softly bristled rosette leaves. 
Buy 1 plant for £14, quote 
ROBH15-31PTMP01 

OFFER 3 Morina longifolia 

An unusual semi-evergreen 
perennial with lemon-scented 
leaves, rarely seen in UK gardens. 

Buy 1 plant for £14, quote 
ROBH15-31PTML01 

Or purchase all three plants 
half-price and save £21, 
including free P&P, quote 
ROBH15-31PTPH03 


HALF-PRICE WHEN YOU BUY ALL 3 - SAVE £21 



HOW TO ORDER 

■ ONLINE Visit hayloftplants.co.uk/ROBH 15 
■ BY PHONE Call 01386 426245 and quote ROBH 15 -31 


TERMS AND CONDITIONS All plants will be despatched within^ days at the perfect time to plant and enjoy, unless stated otherwise. Online orders will receive an order acknowledgement via email with approximate delivery date. 
Offer closes 30 November 2015. Your contract of goods is with Hayloft Plants, acompany wholly independent of 25 Beautiful Homes published by Time Inc. (UK) Ltd. 25 Beauti/ul Homes will collect your personal information to process 
your order and alert you of news, new products, services and offers available from 25 Beauti/ul Homes and Time Inc. (UK) Ltd by email, phone and post. You can unsubscribe from emails by clicking unsubscribe from within the email. 


HALF-PRICE WINES 



Enjoy 50 percent off 12 bottles of wine plus FREE fizz and flutes 


Virgin Wines is offering 25 Beautiful Homes 
readers an exceptional half-price deal on 
a selection of 12 delicious boutique wines, 
direct from small family- owned vineyards 
across the world. Your case boasts some of 
the best wines they have to offer, including 
silky smooth, decade-aged Spanish Rioja, 
delightfully crisp Australian Sauvignon Blanc, 
juicy and refreshing gold medal-winning rose 
from the Languedoc and more. Plus, you’ll 
receive a free bottle of Prosecco and two 
Dartington Crystal Champagne flutes 
(RRP ;£2$.99). Light, elegant and refreshing, 
this sparkling wine is a scrumptious way to 
celebrate any day of the week. 

With mouthwatering wines worth up to 
;£i 2.99 a bottle, this case normally sells for 
more than;£i20, but get yours for;£$9.88 
(plus P&P) — that’s just;£4.99 a bottle. 


PLUS 


HOW TO ORDER 

I O N L I N E Visit virginwines.co.uk/beautifulhomes 
I BY PHONE Call 0843 224 1001 quoting VA1031 


TERMS AND CONDITIONS This exclusive case is also available as an all-red or all-white selection - see online for more details about each case. UK delivery only. You must be 18 years 
of age or over to buy alcohol. Strictly one promotional case per customer based on a first-come first-served basis. P&P is £7.99 at checkout. New customers only. Not to be combined 
with any other promotional discount or offer. Calls may be monitored or recorded. There is no obligation to buy any more wine. For full T&C’s visit virginwines.co.uk. Wine is provided 
by, and your resulting contract will be with Virgin Wines, a company wholly independent of 25 Beautiful Homes, published by Time Inc. (U K) Ltd, whose conditions apply. 
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2$BH I VICTORIAN VILLA 



THE PROPERTY 

Semi-detached Victorian cottage 
LOCATION 
Southwest London 
ROOMS Sitting room, 
kitchen-diner, family room, 
three bedrooms (one en suite), 
bathroom, garden room 
PURCHASED 2007 
PREVIOUS PROPERTY 
‘We lived in a New York tower 
block before this,’ says Natalie. 
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CENTRE 

STAGE 

An unusual piece of artwork that had been 
in the family for years influenced Natalie and 
Tom Routledge’s plan for their new extension 

FEATURE RACHEL LEEDHAM | PHOTOGRAPHY RACHAEL SMITH 




SITTING ROOM 
Natalie chose a cream 
woodburner as she felt that a 
black one would be too dark. 

Sundial mirror, £495, Mirrorman. 
Beaumont stove, from £1,074, 
Chesney’s. Chimney breast painted 
in Leafy Cottage flat matt emulsion, 
£24.49 for 2.5 litres, Dulux 
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DINING AREA 




^We inherited this sofa from Tom’s grandmother and it works 
so well alongside our favourite poster/ says Natalie. 

Berlin sofa in Lagoon Clever velvet, £995, Loaf. Baron table, £1,702, 
Calligaris, is comparable. Tam Tam white stool, £15, Habitat 





iriALTeRABlES 
'EAU.AU SOLEJL 





STUDY 
In this space, 
a cupboard was 
transformed into 
a small office. 
Eames DSR white 
chair, £226, The 
Conran Shop 




KITCHEN 
The Shaker-style units were 
painted in a shade that helps 
pull the garden indoors. 

Bespoke Tewkesbury 
cabinets, Howdens; painted in 
Green Blue estate eggshell, 
£53 for 2.5 litres, Farrow & Ball 
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I t’s not often that a wall poster dictates the architecture 
of a new extension, but that’s exactly what happened 
when Natalie and Tom Routledge decided to add a 
kitchen^cum^dining room to their Victorian cottage. 
‘Our architect wanted a window in the side wall but I put my 
foot down,’ says Natalie. ‘I knew that my poster of a goldfish 
would look perfect there instead.’ And she has a point — the 
enormous vintage artwork, found by Natalie’s father in a 
dusty shop in southwest France, looks as if it was made 
to preside over their dining table. ‘My parents had it in their 
house originally, but it came to us when they downsized.’ 

As well as influencing the architecture, the poster has 
also guided the palette of watery blue ^greens that appear 
in the kitchen, sitting room and master bedroom. ‘I don’t 
think we realised how much we loved those colours until 
we got the poster,’ says Natalie. ‘They’re very uplifting.’ 

The Routledges, who have two sons, Jake, 12, and Sam, 9, 
moved to southwest London eight years ago. They chose this 
area for its family^oriented open spaces and good transport 
links. Gradually, they have adapted the house to suit the needs 
of their growing family, starting with the kitchen extension. 
‘The dining room used to be in the sitting room and the 
kitchen was a small space at the end of the property, so we 
extended sideways and into the garden,’ says Natalie. ‘As we 
love to cook and eat, it’s become the room we use the most.’ 

Two years later, the couple focused on the first floor 
level, which had an odd configuration whereby the third 
bedroom could only be accessed through the second bedroom, 
and the bathroom was reached via the master bedroom. 

A more logical layout was created that ensured privacy 
for everyone, and they even built an en suite. 

‘The final phase was the addition of a garden room, 
which would provide the boys with a space where they 
could spend time with friends,’ says Natalie, who also 
needed a larger office. The new structure includes a TV 
area, study and table football. ‘The kids use it all the time 
— it compensates for their small bedrooms.’ 

A mix of Mid' Century pieces, Scandinavian designs 
and items picked up on the couple’s travels adorn the 
interior. There are also more vintage posters around the 
house. ‘I think it stems from the fact that my dad was 
a graphic designer, so I grew up with a lot of graphic art,’ 

I says Natalie. Many of the pieces have personal significance, 
such as an amethyst'coloured bottle next to the fireplace. 
‘Tom’s grandmother was a pharmacist and this used to be 
on display in her chemist,’ says Natalie. ‘The stopper is a 
bit chipped but we quite like that about it. A home should 
have a few bumps and scrapes — it shows that it’s lived in.’ © 

FAVOURITE ROOM 
We spend a huge amount of time 
in the new kitchen-diner. It’s a great 
place where all the family can 
socialise and be together’ 



MASTTk BEDIVOM 
Striped fabric that the couple 
found in a shop in Suffolk was 
the inspiration for this space. 

I F24 curtain fabric, £38m, Southsea 
Deckchairs, is near-identical 


SAM'S ROOM 
A raised bed with built-in 
storage and a desk makes this 
small area multifunctional. 

Mayfair white mid-sleeper bed, £397, 
Sleepland Beds. Terje chair, £n, Ikea 






BATHROOM 
The trim of blue-green tiles 
echoes the colour scheme 
in the rest of the house. 

Retro Metro trim in Lido 
Bljje, £1.67 each; Retro Metro 
tiles in Swiss Cottage, 
£74.98m sq. both Fired Earth 






FOR STOCKIST DETAILS GO TO PAGE 147 


25BH OCTOBER 2015 | 79 




BECOME 


- - Eugenie Nixon and her M 

- . husband Guy cleverly linkmd 
^ ^both their flats to create one 

spacious family home 


FEATURE KATIE TREGGI DEN 
PHOTOGRAPHY BRUCE HEMMING 
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CITY APARTMENT | 25BH 






REPLANNED 




KITCHEN-DINER 
A marble fireplace and velvet 
armchair along with streamlined 
cabinets give this room a relaxed look. 

Walls painted in Paint Library Slate 1 1 flat 
emulsion, £37.50 for 2.5 litres, Paint & 
Paper. Cornicing, from £8om, Hayles & 
Howe. Units, from £300, Mowlem & Co; 
sprayed in Mole’s Breath estate eggshell, 
from £53 for 2.5 litres, Farrow & Ball 


II 


Him 


THE PROPERTY 

Two-storey Victorian apartment 
LOCATION West London 
ROOMS Sitting room, 
kitchen-diner, utility room, three 
bedrooms, bathroom, shower room 
PURCHASED 2005 
PREVIOUS PROPERTY 
'Before I moved here, I had a place 
in Netting Hill,’ says Eugenie. 
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SITTING ROOM 
‘ir The new state-of-the-art 
^ staircase contrasts with the 
traditional style of the property. 

The bespoke oak staircase was built 
by Smet. For a'similar sofa, try the 
Minster, £5,698, George Smith 


1 


FAVOURITE FEATURE */ love the cornicing. Ws exactly as it would have been 
originally, and we painted it a slightly different colour to the walls to really highlight it’ 


E ugenie Nixon and her husband Guy lived across two 

apartments before joining them into the family home of 
their dreams. Eugenie was living in her own place when she 
became pregnant with their first child. As soon as she heard 
the flat above Guy’s in west London was on the market, she snapped it 
up. For 10 years, the couple and their growing family — they now have 
two boys, Stanley, 7, and Rex, 4, plus Guy’s two older sons, Orlando, 
18, and Sholto, 16 — resided in both flats, with the living rooms in 
one and their bedrooms in the other. They moved between the two 
via a communal staircase. ‘The neighbours didn’t mind,’ says Eugenie. 
‘They got quite used to seeing us come and go in our pyjamas.’ 

Then the couple decided to turn the two residences into one. The 
main job was finding a way to connect them, and architect Stephen 
Fletcher came up with the idea of having a modern staircase going 
through the middle of both properties. ‘The biggest challenge 
was making sure the staircase didn’t destroy the rooms downstairs,’ 
explains Eugenie. ‘We wanted it to take up as little space as possible.’ 

Another contemporary addition was the minimalist kitchen on 
the ground floor. ‘I was after a room that didn’t look too kitcheny — 

I wanted it to “disappear”,’ says Eugenie. ‘At first, Guy didn’t like 
the sound of it, but when he realised how clean and simple it was 


going to be, he changed his mind.’ For the other rooms, the couple 
were keen to keep to the style of the property. ‘We planned to 
respect its Victorian roots,’ says Eugenie. Unfortunately, the previous 
owners had removed a lot of the original features. ‘They stripped 
out the cornicing, and there was a hideous concrete fireplace,’ she 
says. So Eugenie had bespoke fireplaces made and cornicing put in 
from a Victorian mould. ‘One thing that was perfectly intact were 
the original tiles outside covering the steps leading up to the front 
door,’ says Eugenie. ‘All we had to do was give them a polish.’ 

A trip to France proved to be pivotal in finding key pieces of 
furniture to complete the look. ‘I had an old farmhouse kitchen table, 
but Guy was hankering after an Eero Saarinen Tulip table, so the jury 
was out,’ explains Eugenie. ‘Then we went to a flea market in Paris 
and saw this 19$ os Italian marble table. I thought the price tag said 
€9,000, but it was actually €1,200, so we bought it!’ It’s paired 
with sturdy Tolix chairs because the couple wanted something robust 
for the boys. They also bought some lamps on the same trip. ‘We 
were only there for a short time, but came back with a lot,’ she says. 

The thing Eugenie loves most about her finished home is its sense 
of calm. ‘The pared^back look and muted colour scheme make it a real 
retreat,’ she says. ‘It’s somewhere we can relax and just be ourselves.’ © 
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Enjoy more period properties at housetohome.co.uk/25beautifulhomes 
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MASTER BEDROOM 
Vintage furniture set against a dramatic wall 
colour creates a grand setting in here. 

Clifton chest of drawers, £800, Laura Ashley. 
For a similar chair try Versailles Mummy Gold, 
£459, The French Bedroom Company. Walls 
painted in London Clay estate emuslion, £38 for 
2.5 litres, Farrow & Ball. Dobby stripe double 
duvet set, £240, House of Fraser, is a match 








BATHROOM 
Marble brings 
a touch of luxury to 
the period features. 

Marble, £4,500, The 
Marble & Granite Centre. 
Lefroy Brooks Classic 
undercounter oval 
basin, £370; Lefroy 
Brooks Connaught 
deck-mounted bath 
shower mixer, £677, both 
Just Lefory. Towels, from 
£2 each, John Lewis 




It 




. ~ 1 
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1 
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THE PROPERTY 

19th-century watermill 
LOCATION Loire Valley, 
France 

ROOMS Sitting room, 
kitchen, scullery, dining area, 
five bedrooms (all en suite) 
PURCHASED 1991 
PREVIOUS PROPERTY 
^Before moving here, I lived in 
apartments in Paris and then 
Angers,’ says Jonathan. 


FRENCH .WATERMILL 


INSPIRING 


BEST OF BOTH 
WORLDS 





‘ ^ DINING AREA 

> The giant iron pit-wheel looms up from behind 
a limestone wall and dominates part of the room. 

For a similar French-style pendant try the Coolicon 
industrial light, £6o, Artifact Lighting. Buff rattan 
basket, from £io. The Basket Company, has this look 



SITTING ROOM 

Original earthenware floor tiles provide rustic j 
charm teamed with a cosy leather armchair, f 

Norfolk Pamment seconds tiles, £37sq m, 
Pamments.co.uk, are comparable. Monpaz chair, 
£795, Alexander & Pearl, is a match 


Jonathan Robinson turned a dilapidated old 
watermill into a hidden sanctuary that houses 
a living and working space untouched by time 


FEATURE GREG COOK | PHOTOGRAPHY RICHARD PARSONS 


T ucked away in the 
southwestern edge 
of the Loire Valley 
lies a lovingly 

restored watermill owned by 
Jonathan Robinson. The fine 
artist, who has taught painting 
both at The Art Institute of 
San Francisco and the Parsons 
School of Design in Paris, 
describes himself as an 
aesthetic refugee’ who recently 
fled the city in pursuit of a 
more authentic way of life. 

So when Jonathan finally 
decided to escape the rat race, 
he not only retreated deep into 
regional France but also into 
a world that seemed unscathed 
by modern-day life. The 


adjoining village, with its 
12th-century church, harbours 
around 100 residents in old 
stone buildings; while the mill 
itself, dating from the 19th 
century, is one of the area’s more 
contemporary structures. 

When Jonathan arrived in 
1991, it appeared that little had 
changed for centuries, although 
the three-storey building that 
had once ground all the flour 
for the town’s bread had long 
ceased to fulfil its purpose. 

The mill wheel sat somewhere 
downstream of the structure 
and the 20 -acre plot was home 
to one elderly gentleman and 
his free -roaming herd of goats. 
‘I realised I’d found a space 



KITCHEN 

This airy glass-house extension 
features a 1930s ^cold cupboard’. 

The Smeg stainless steel range cooker, J 
SUKSiMFXS, £858, Next Domestic 
Appliances, is a good alternative. Wedgwood 
soup tureen, £1 65, Amara, is near-identical j| 





MASTER BEDROOM 

This spacious salon-style area with authentic beams 
features a king-size bed, covered with a luxe silk quilt. 

For a similar Louis XV-style armchair try Villeneuve Oak French style 
sofa chair, £710, Crown French Furniture. Add a touch of decadence 
with a close-match Taupe Silk bedspread, £280, Jasmine Silk 




GUEST BEDROOM 

The mahogany bed dressed in rich colours takes 
centre stage among vintage accessories. 

Try Cello vintage leather club chair, £990, Old Boot 


that could become both my 
home and my art studio,’ says 
Jonathan, and although the 
degree of dilapidation was 
daunting, I relished the 
opportunity to breathe life 
back into this property’ 

Jonathan bought the mill 
and a small building and set to 
work turning both structures 
into a live^and^work space 
designed to respect the 
building’s roots. His ethos was 
to live within the property and 
adapt his way of life to it. 

So began a meticulous 
restoration that spanned two 
decades, as Jonathan replaced 
fixtures and fittings like^for^ 
like, either waiting patiently 
until he found period pieces. 


or saving to afford the work of 
local artisans and craftsmen. 

Now, visitors marvel at the 
wrought'iron machinery, the 
sturdy timber beams, repaired 
oak staircases and tile floors, 
not to mention Jonathan’s 
authentic furnishings. A log 
fire takes the chill off autumn 
days, and throughout the house 
there are homely touches 
including artwork, rustic 
antique furniture and vibrant 
textiles. ‘This was just a simple 
industrial building, but the 
craftsmen who helped build it 
clearly had an eye for detail,’ 
says Jonathan. ‘Each added 
little pleasures for the eye. It’s 
been wonderful to participate 
in that culture of beauty’ ® 


FAVOURITE ROOM 'rm very fond of 
the master bedroom, it has lots of space - 
an ideal balance between luxurious period 
furnishings and the original mill machinery’ 
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WORTH 

OVER 

£5,600 


The ideal marriage 
between form and 
function - the Jazz 
recliner is a chic choicdi 


Sit back and relax in comfort and style with a pair of luxury recliners 


F or the perfect design statement, 
see the award-winning Stressless® 
Jazz recliner and stool — they are 
the ultimate fusion of elegance 
and comfort. With clean lines, a distinctive 
winged headrest and stainless-steel base, 
the Jazz chair is the most contemporary 
recliner in the range from Norwegian 
manufacturer, Ekornes. The chair can be 
ordered in two seat heights giving a truly 
bespoke feel and the leather upholstery 
is available in over $o colours. 

Jazz is just one of 1 6 in the Stressless 
collection of recliner chairs. The product 
ranges offer patented features you won’t 


find in other recliners. From the Glide 
system that adjusts to the movement 
of your body so you can find the ideal 
seating position, to the Plus system, 
which automatically provides the correct 
support for your head and lower back. 

As well as recliners. Stressless offers 
an extensive collection of sofas, chairs, 
occasional tables, ottomans and home- 
cinema seating systems. For further 
information, visit stressless.co.uk. 

Q From which country does the 
company Ekornes originate? 

A Norway B Sweden C Finland 


HOW TO ENTER 


ONLINE Visit housetohome.co.uk/competitions 
and fill in your details 

BY PHONE Call 0905 652 2929 with your 
answer, name, address and phone number. Calls 
cost £i.02ppc plus extra network charges. Calls from 
mobiles may be significantly higher. 

BY TEXT Text 25BHCOMP followed by a space, 
your answer, full name, house number and postcode to 
85088, eg. 25BHCOMP [answer] Chloe Smith i6 NN32 
6PX. Texts cost £i per entry, plus network charges. 

BY POST Write your name, answer, address, 
telephone number and email address on a postcard 
and send to MRM, 25 Beautiful Homes/Ekornes reader 
offer, PO Box 502, Leicester LE94 oAB to arrive no 
later than 14 October 2015. 


TERMS AND CON D ITI ONS One winner will receive a pair of Stressless Jazz chairs and two footstools. No cash alternative available. Prize to be delivered to the winners address. Open to U K residents aged 
1 8 years and over. Competition closes at midnight on 14 October 2015. If you call or text after this time, then you will not be entered but you may be charged. Winners will be selected at random from all correct 
entries received. When you enter by text, you may in future get SMS marketing messages from Time I nc. (U K) Ltd. and 25 Beautiful Homes. If you don’t want to receive these, please end your text with NO I N FO. 
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DININGROOM 

Susan’s favourite room combines the mood of a formal 
Victorian space with lighter, contemporary touches. 

Egyptian Cotton matt emulsion, £21.29 for 2.5 litres, Dulux, is a match 
for the wall paint, while the art is displayed in I kea frames 


1:^1: 



HOME TRUTHS 

THE PROPERTY Victorian 
semi-detached 
LOCATION Dublin 
ROOMS Hall, sitting room, 
dining room, kitchen, four 
bedrooms (one en suite), 
bathroom, shower room 
PURCHASED 2010 
PREVIOUS PROPERTY 
‘We had a two-bedroom 
terraced redbrick in Dublin’s 
Phibsborough,’ says Susan. 






TALE OF 


Susan and Tim Doyle were not 


FEATURE & PHOTOGRAPHY 

BARBARA EGAN/REPORTAGE 
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KITCHEN 
^1 wanted to make this a 
bright and relaxed family room 
that’s inviting and cosy at any 
time of year/ says Susan. 
Shaker-style kitchen with solid 
cherry worktop, price on 
application, In-House at The 
Panelling Centre. Oisin 
Waterford Stanley solid-fuel 
stove, £335, Joyce Stove Shop. 
Sofa, £510, Karl’s Furniture. 
Vintage poster/clock, £25, 
Dublin Flea Market. Malaro 
red chairs, £25 each; 
PS 2014 bench, £50, both Ikea 








This Victorian semidetached 
home in a leafy Dublin suburb 
looks tiny from the front, but 
opens up unexpectedly inside. 
‘There are lots of these houses 
in what would have been the 
outskirts of the city in the i88os,’ says owner 
Susan Doyle. ‘They look minuscule from the 
outside, but have two storeys to the rear.’ At 
the front are high^ceilinged reception rooms, 
with more modest spaces at the back. ‘My 
aunt lived in a similar house and I always 
thought it was wonderful,’ Susan says. 

Susan, who works in a restaurant, wasn’t 
looking for a new home when she spotted the 
For Sale sign: ‘I was really just being nosy 
arranging a viewing.’ Once inside, however, 
she was smitten. ‘Tim was initially a bit 
startled as everything was rushed,’ says 
Susan, ‘but he liked the house, too.’ 

On the plus side, it was well cared for 
with many period features intact but on the 
down side, the floors on the flrst level were in 
poor condition and the kitchen and bathroom 



DESIGN TIP ^The orientation of the house is east to west and gets no south light, so I 



SITTING ROOM 

^1 love the unusual circular hearth and took it as 
inspiration for my burgundy accessories/ says Susan. 

Karlstad sofa, £279; Vittsjo coffee table, £35, both Ikea. Wall 
painted in Pavilion Gray estate emulsion, £38 for 2.5 litres, 

" Farrow & Ball. The overmantel was bought at Oxfam for £25 


jviosTb\A 


were dated. ‘It would have been lovely to 
pour money into the house, but we didn’t 
have very much to pour!’ says Susan. ‘So Tim 
and I sat down and made a list of the main 
items to tackle: new floors at ground level and 
a new kitchen. We also decided on solid^fuel 
stoves for the sitting room and kitchen, as 
they would pay for themselves in time.’ 

The essential work having used up most 
of their money, it was up to Susan to furnish 
and decorate on a budget. ‘We had a few 
pieces of furniture from our previous house, 
but not all of it was suitable. I started by 
looking in second-hand shops, markets and 
auction rooms, and then online, and soon 
realised that second-hand furniture is often 
excellent quality and good value.’ 

The kitchen is long and narrow, but lends 
itself to Susan’s idea of making it a relaxing 
area for the family, including Caoimhe, 16, 
and Declan, 10, with a sofa and stove at one 
end. ‘It’s a lovely place to sit: sunny in 
summer and warm and inviting in the 
winter,’ says Susan. ‘The family can be here 
while I’m cooking and I can read in peace 
if they’re watching TV in the sitting room.’ 

Now the house is done, she occasionally 
lets it for short stays. ‘It’s an inventive way 
for it to pay for itself’ Susan says. ‘But we’re 
never away for long — we miss it too much.’ ® 
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MASTER 

BEDROOM 

Originally a 
reception room, this 
space boasts high 
ceilings and a 
marble fireplace. 
Respa bed, £300, 
Kelletts Oldcastle. 
Stockholm mirror, 
£6o; Jernved rug, 
£no; PS 2014 cushion 
covers, £io each; 
Gulort cushion cover, 
£3, all Ikea 


decided to use warm neutral paints and striking colours to make it more inviting^ 



DECLAN’S BEDROOM 

Blue and red creates a fresh and playful look. 

Hemnes bed, £195; Selje bedside table, £20, both Ikea 




GUEST BEDROOM 

Susan has made good use of the alcoves 
in this sunny room by fitting shelving. 

Lersta lamps, £n each; Eivor throw, £15; 
Emmy Ruta duvet set, £25; Akerkulla cushions, 
£15 each, all Ikea. To rent Susan’s house as a 
holiday let, visit vrbo.com/641818 
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SITTING ROOM 

The piano is rarely played but Virginie loves 
it just as a beautiful piece of furniture. 

Indienne Tint wallpaper, £56. 40m, Lewis & 
Wood. Quality walnut bevelled mirror, £30, 
Mayfair Furniture, has this look 



LIGHT 

RELIEF 

Tired of living in the 
dark, Virginie and 
Harry Dingley bought 
a grand old house and 
turned it into a bright 
family home 

FEATURE PAT GARRATT 
PHOTOGRAPHY AMAN DA TURNER 


H aving spent much of her 

childhood in bustling West 
Africa, Belgian^born Virginie 
Dingley felt quite isolated when 
she relocated to a small Cotswolds village 
with her property developer fiance, Harry. 

‘It was a sweet cottage, but we seemed to live 
in the basement kitchen, which was dark,’ 
she says. ‘I felt like a rat!’ Seeking a house 
with more light in a place with some buzz, 
the couple settled on nearby Cheltenham. 

The five^bedroom townhouse they 
found on an elegant, tree 'lined street 
appealed and, as the couple were planning 
a family, the size didn’t deter them. Nor did 
the fact that it needed some attention. ‘It 
was old, tired and had woodchip wallpaper 
everywhere,’ recalls Virginie. 

All the room layouts cried out for 
improvement, too. So they decided to turn 
the old kitchen that was squeezed into 
a tiny side room into a snug, and change 
the rear sitting room, which offered great 
garden views, into a spacious kitchen' diner. 
The basement, with its separate entrance, 
was earmarked as having potential to be 


1 HALL 

The large, decorative 
clock face and other 
items add charm. 

Take a look at the 
Kensington clock, 

£55, Newgate Clocks. 
Church pew painted 


in Slipper Satin 
estate eggshell, £53 
for 2.5 litres; walls 
painted in Old White 
estate emulsion, £38 
for 2.5 litres, both 
Farrow & Ball 


IAN TOWNHOUSE 


25BH 


GEOR 




SITTING ROOM 

An eclectic mix of accessories adds 
intrigue to the pared-back palette. 

Woodroffe wing chair, £565; New 
England outdoor rattan coffee table, 
£320, would work in here, both Oka. 
Try Antique Crystal Chandeliers 
for a comparable light fitting 




HOME TRUTHS 

THE PROPERTY Semi- 
detached Georgian townhouse 
LOCATION Gloucestershire 
ROOMS Hall, sitting room, 
kitchen-diner, TV room/snug, 
laundry room, cloakroom, 
five bedrooms (two en suite), 
bathroom. Plus a self-contained 
two-bedroom flat in the basement 
PURCHASED 2000 
PREVIOUS PROPERTY 
'We moved here from a small, 
two-bedroom cottage in the 
Cotswolds,’ says Virginia. 
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25BH I GEORGIAN TOWNHOUSE 




Island painted in Dead Salmon and 
units in Dovetail estate eggshell, 
both £53 for 2.5 litres; walls painted 
in Cornforth White estate emulsion^ 
£38 for 2.5 litres, all Farrow & Ball 1 
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d shop thejbok at theROOMedit.com 


DECORATI NG TIP 

‘If you’re unsure about 
choosing colours for a 
room, just pick out an 
accent from a cushion 
or a picture and build 
the scheme around it’ 


rented out, and an en suite was to be created 
out of a small bedroom. The whole building 
had to be replumbed and rewired as well. 

Carrying out this amount of work was 
extremely disruptive — especially the messy 
and noisy kitchen refit, which coincided with 
the birth of their daughter Nina, as well as 
Virginie s mother falling seriously ill. ‘The 
entire project was delayed,’ recalls Virginie. 
‘In the end, it took about a year to complete.’ 

All wall colours and fabrics were chosen 
by Virginie, who describes her decorating 
style as quirky rather than conventional. 

She painted much of the interior, too, and 
experimented with discreet wallpaper. 

With its soothing decor and elegant 
furnishings, the Dingleys’ house now has 
an almost swan^like serenity. ‘However, our 
two children — Nina, now 14, and Manon, 

12 — both felt that I had played it a bit safe 
and relied too much on greys and offiwhites,’ 
says Virginie. ‘So in M anon’s bedroom, 

I agreed to paint some parts raspberry pink 
and Nina’s has a touch of blue. 

‘I’ve lived in England for 23 years, with 
1$ spent in this house,’ adds Virginie. ‘And 
although I still feel like a foreigner, this place 
is definitely my home. What I love is that when 
we go away, however enjoyable the holiday. 
I’m always happy to come back here.’ ® 


1&2 KITCHEN- 
DINER 

The table is perfectly 
positioned to enjoy 
views of the garden. 

Prestigious Textiles 
Italian Garden Paradiso 
blind fabric, fn.ybm, 
Fashion Interiors, 
is similar to this one. 
Camargue wooden 
dining chair, £169, Oka 

3 BATHROOM 

Virginie spotted a 
similar vanity unit 
at a furniture trade 


fair and had it copied 
by a local carpenter. 

A pair of small rustic 
wooden marble-top 
vanity units, £621 each. 
Woodpecker Interiors, 
will create this look 

4 MANON’S 
BEDROOM 

This design is full 
of colour and fun. 

Personalised Love 
Letter cushion, £50, 
Notonthehighstreet. 
com. Bunting, £2.25 
per flag, Meri Meri 








MASTER BEDROOM 
Wardrobes painted the same 
colour as the walls enhance 
the feeling of light and space. 

Albany double quilt, £275; Albany 
cushion cover, from £35, both 
The White Company. Malmo 
bedside table, £245, Oka 
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I Our Smoke Exempt stoves 
are a breath of fresh air! 




Rowandale - 5 Kw 


Neo 3C-5KW 



Malvern - 5 Kw 



Our range of multifuel stoves are engineered for a 
lifetime of dependable service and are certified as 
Smoke Exempt meaning you can now burn wood in 
smoke controlled areas. 


Tel: 0121 706 8266 

enquiries@acrheatproducts.co.uk 

www.acrheatproducts.co.uk 


To find out more about our full range of cast iron and 
steel stoves, please contact us today or visit our website. 




Please scan the code 
with your mobile device 
for further information. 



All of our stoves now come with a 10 Year Warranty 

Subject to Terms and Conditions. Please visit our website for more information. 
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HALL 

The original arched door is a key feature of the 
entrance, which is carpeted in textural flooring. 

Sisal Boucle carpet in Bentley, £37sq m, 
Alternative Flooring 



SINGING ITS 

PRAISES 

Nadya Savannah Sawney and her 
husband Stuart can’t speak highly enough 
of the former chapel they lovingly restored 

FEATURE RACHEL LEEDHAM | PHOTOGRAPHY RACHAEL SMITH 

N adya Savannah Sawney had a real incentive to 

get the refurbishment of her new home completed 
quickly She and her husband Stuart decided to 
move into a caravan in the garden of a friend s house 
in Henley^omThames while the renovation of their converted 
Oxfordshire chapel was taking place. Anyone who has attempted 
this in winter will know how bitterly cold it is in the morning 
before you get the heating on,’ she explains. ‘It was an extra 
incentive to get the job finished in six weeks.’ 

Nadya met her deadline, and she and Stuart moved in 
just after Christmas two years ago. ‘Completing a project at 
such speed means that you have to make a lot of important 
decisions in a short space of time — it’s not something I’d usually 
recommend,’ says Nadya. ‘There was still some tweaking to be 





STAIRCASE 


The convex mirrors that Nadya 
bought at Lots Road Auctions 
help to brighten this area. 

Similar Porthole mirrors, from 
£59 for a small size (Diaqocm), 
Graham and Green 
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DECORATING TIP ‘Walt colour is the 
soul of your design. If you get that right, 
the rest of the scheme will follow^ 
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done once we moved in, and we also had to wait until 
spring to replace the windows, all of which were rotten.’ 

The house, a lOO^yeanold Methodist chapel in a small 
hamlet, was bought by a builder in 1989 and converted 
into a home, but since then, the property had been let and 
neglected. ‘It had major damp problems,’ says Nadya, ‘but 
I fell in love with the building and its secluded location. 

It’s so hidden away, you don’t really know it’s there.’ 

An upside-down layout, consisting of three bedrooms 
and a bathroom on the ground level with the living space on 
the first floor, already existed, but the couple were struck by 
how hard it was to enjoy the views of rolling farmland from 
the sitting area. ‘You pretty much had to bend down to see 









HOME TRUTHS 


THE PROPERTY 

A converted Methodist chapel, 
dating to the early 1900s 
LOCATION North Oxfordshire 
ROOMS Hall, sitting room/ 
kitchen-diner, three bedrooms, 
bathroom 

PURCHASED 2012 
PREVIOUS PROPERTY 

‘We lived in a two-bedroom flat 
in a converted Victorian house in 
Buckinghamshire before moving 
here,’ says Nadya. 







II 



SITTING ROOM' 

Nadya had the sofaj 
custom made so that 
they blend seamlessly 
with her scheme 
„ of predominantly 
grey pieces, 
r Sofas, made to a 
design by Decor Diva 
Interiors by Hammonds 
Upholstery. Lacquered 
coffee table, £795; 
Navaho kilim print 
velvet cushion fabric 
(on right hand sofa, 
centre), £ii2m, both 
Andrew Martin. Similar 
rug. Jute Boucle in 
Flax, from £69 for 
91 X 152cm, West Elm 
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BEDROOM 

A dusky pink paint colour creates a cosy feel. 

Walls and ceiling painted in Dead Salmon estate 
ertyjisjpn, £38 for 2.5 litres, Farrow & Ball. Similar 
4 <SiTOg, from £195, The French Bedroom Company 
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outside,’ explains Nadya. So they added windows to the north 
and south facades of the building. ‘Now you arrive at the top of 
the stairs and have a glorious view across fields, it’s very special.’ 

Nadya, who launched her own interiors practice six years 
ago, says that she found the open-plan living space a challenge. 

‘It isn’t a huge room and yet it needed to be a kitchen, dining 
room and sitting room all rolled into one,’ she explains. ‘I didn’t 
want to enter the room and immediately notice the kitchen.’ 

Her solution was to choose tonal shades of grey for all the 
key pieces, including the sofas, coffee table and worktops. There 
are no wall units in the kitchen area and the extractor fan was 
chosen because it resembles a TV. ‘It’s easy on the eye — it doesn’t 
shout, “I’m a cooker hood”,’ says Nadya. ‘You simply read the 
room as a whole rather than seeing it as lots of different parts.’ 

To help create this sense of visual flow, the beams have 
been painted the same soft grey as the walls and ceiling. Punchy 
patterns, including a zebra^hide rug, an ikat print lampshade 
and bold kilim armchairs punctuate the muted backdrop. 

There’s a little seating area where Nadya and Stuart have 
breakfast, looking out over the fields. ‘It’s very uplifting,’ says 
Nadya. Downstairs is the couple’s bedroom. ‘The ceiling is 
low, but I painted it the same dusky pink as the walls, so there 
isn’t a break, which would have made it appear even lower.’ 

Thanks to her eye for colour and texture, Nadya has given 
the chapel a new chapter in its life. ‘I have a sense that our home 
is happy now that it’s warm and being taken care of’ she says. ® 
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WE LOVE TO SAY NO 


NO TCrCOSTLY RETAIL PARKS. NO TO EXPENSIVE 
SALES STAFF. NO TO FLIM, FLAM AND FLUFF. 

SO YOU CAN SAY YES TO GREAT BATHROOM 
BRANDS WITH UP 


« *150% OFF, MULTI-BUY SAVINGS 
WND'FREE DELIVERY.* 



plumbworld.co.uk 


Big brands, small prices. 


ygsqrl ceramka iilim hyorolux i/.nM't ^^eal aqualisa 


‘TpriTA poO COndi1'Ort$ Ag>oTy Alfl offers srv Avdeijibhi U>n|il JlOlti Fr«* d«liy«ry oo ortbn ov«r LSO. Huk»* iHcy ftAvingt nr^y wary 


THE SOURCE 

Erica Miller shoms horn you can achieve the style secrets in this issue’s homes 


Design ideas 



GILDED CEILING 


KITCHEN COLOURS 


CLEVER STORAGE 


Emily Swift^Jones has 
created a luxurious gilded 
ceiling in her hall. Highly 
original in approach, 
this rich, burnished 
patina has been created 
by opting for an antiqued 
finish, ensuring a more 
toned'down look. Surprisingly easy to 
accomplish, this standout look has been 
achieved by applying squares of gold 
leaf to the ceiling. Always ensure that 
the surface is smooth and clean, as any 
imperfections will show through the 
leaf Once applied, it is essential to 
seal the surface with a special metal 
leaf lacquer or varnish. Alternatively, 
if you would like to recreate this 
opulent look with a guaranteed clean 
finish, seek help from a specialist 
decorator or professional gilder. 


The Chisholms have opted 
for a palette of natural 
tones in their spacious 
kitchen. Dark charcoal 
grey cabinetry works 
beautifully alongside a soft 
grey kitchen island, natural 
stone flooring, wooden 
furniture and accessories and fresh white 
walls. The result is a subtle, harmonious 
colour scheme that is comfortable on the 
eye. Working with a controlled palette 
of colours like this is ideal for creating 
a relaxed look that does not jar the 
senses. The basic principle of creating 
a harmonious room scheme is to choose 
no more than three closely related colours 
to maintain the right balance. Essential 
texture has been added to this soothing 
room scheme with the introduction of 
natural materials such as wood and stone. 






!fl 



Pages 

66-69 


A stylish diagonal 
shelving unit provides 
an inventive approach 
to storage in the formerly 
unused space beside 
Charlotte Hamel’s 
staircase. The dark 
wood of the shelf unit 
contrasts dramatically with the white 
walls, which helps bring attention to 
the shelves as a unique design feature, 
while red accents give the monochrome 
scheme pops of colour. The slanting 
shelves create handy cubes in which 
Charlotte has created a quirky and 
original display of her favourite shoes 
and boxes. Always an eye-catching 
solution, this idea would work equally 
well if the cubbyholes were filled 
with stacks of colour-coded books 
or a collection of wine bottles. 
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Inspired shopping 


Ornate 

chandelier 

The finishing touch in the 
Baths’ master bedroom 
is a glamorous chandelier. 
Try this Fifty Shades 
model, £99, The French 
Bedroom Company. 


Circular dining m 

table and chairs m 

If you admire the neat design of Emily Swift-Jones’ dining 
furniture, try the Flaye round dining table in European 
hardwood with optional leather underbelly, £3,164; and 
the Aye dining chair, £1,469 each, by Team 7 for Wharfside. 


8 Garden 
room 

If you covet a 
summerhouse 
with glazed 
windows like 
the one in 
Lesley Bailie’s 
garden try 
this beautiful National Trust 
by Crane Oxford summerhouse 
in Painter’s Grey, 2.4 x 2.4m, 
£5,695, John Lewis. 


Bishop 


M crook 

with simple 

crook design finials in her 
bedroom. The finial is the 
decorative ornament on the 
end of the pole. For something 
comparable try the 25mm 
Bishop’s Crook finial, £26 
each, Jim Lawrence. 


Stylish tablecloth 

Decorative and distinctive, a 
pretty tablecloth creates the 
right impression in the Buries’ 
dining room. For something 
equally graceful try the Lenne 
Bjerre Adeline Rose tablecloth 
grey, £88, Houseology. 


Carved chest 

A dark wood chest with 
elaborate carved detail 
takes centre stage in Nicky 
Heard’s entrance hall. For a 
piece in a similar vein try 
this Colonial TV unit in 
reclaimed teak, £485, Puji. 
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0 Paisley bedding 

The bed is dressed with paisley 
‘ bedlinen in soft mauves and greys 
in Veronica Rodriguez’s bedroom. 
For a likewise investment piece try 
the Anastasia Paisley throw with 
suede trim, £380, de Le Cuona. 


Steel coffee table 

A large, 1 mill iii| 11 ||iii ifi mlwTu 
co|ffi Q 4 afjft works perfectly in 


Inspired shopping 


Pages 

26-30 


Armchair and 
matching footstool 

The Clements have created a comfy 
corner in their kitchen-diner with a 
Mid-Century style armchair and 
footstool in velvet. For similar try the 
Anna armchair in navy blue velvet, £699; 
and matching stool, £225, Fishpools. 


Elegant gold mirror 

A large circular gold mirror creates a 
striking focal point above the fireplace 
in the Routledges’ sitting room. An 
alternative to this eye-catching design 
is the Nigella mirror in antique brass 
finish, £249, Atkin & Thyme. 


Savannah Sawney’s living 
space. For something comparable, 
try the Kensal rectangular coffee 
table with white marble top and 
polished steel base, £659, Lagoon. 


Pages 
130 - 133 


Swing 
arm lights 

Good lighting is crucial 
for reading in the 
bedroom, and the 
Chisholms have opted 
for a pair of swing arm 
lights that are perfect 
for providing localised 
light without glare. For 
something similar try the 
Buddy lamp, £125, Loaf. 



Vintage- 
style trunks 

A pair of stylish 
vintage chests 
provide storage 
space in the 
Chisholms’ master 
bedroom. Recreate 
this look with 
these three-piece 
black trunks, £305, 
Sweetpea & Willow. 




Multi-purpose bunk bed 

Sam Routledge’s bedroom has a cleverly designed 
white bunk bed. Try the Farringdon high sleeper 
with desk, £1,250, Aspace. It incorporates a bed, 
a double door wardrobe, a storage drawer, a book 
shelf and a three-drawer desk. 



L 
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Design solutions 


FITTING IN A DESK 

However compact the space, you can create a well-designed home-working area 



SIMPLE BOARD DESK 


BESPOKE SOLUTION 



In the Bath home, a simple 

JTl 

1 A stylish but compact 


wooden board serves as 

study area has been created 

a desk, with old wooden 

, 1 

in a narrow hallway j 

■ 

stools that can be tucked 


between rooms in the 


away. Above, a small but 


Routledge home. The 


welL designed workspace 


key to working in a tiny 

Pages 

57-60 

has been created within 
a loft room. A simole 

Pages 

76-79 

space like this is to keep 
evervthine as simole as 


wall'hung desk unit has been custom made 
and walls have been painted in bright and 
breezy colours. This idea would work 
equally well if the work station was built 
into a small nook or alcove. Lower wall in 
Blazer Red modern emulsion, upper wall 
in StifHcey Blue modern emulsion, both 
;£42 for 2.$ litres, Farrow & Ball. 


possible. Here, interior designers bB 
Design House have installed a custom^ 
made floating timber desk in a 6ft wide 
hall between a living room and a kitchen to 
achieve a functional workspace. To free up 
desk space, pendant lights hang above it 
and a translucent chair makes the space 
feel even larger. Prices on request. 



Pages 

20-25 


UNDERSTAIRS OFFICE 

In the Bannister house, 
a stylish home offlce 
tucked beneath the stairs 
in one corner of the sitting 
room fits seamlessly with 
the rest of the room. So 
many of our homes have 
‘dead spaces’ - areas 
which are left unused or neglected. 

Here, an awkward^shaped area has been 
transformed into a light and airy bespoke 
home office. A generous curved desk 
has been built into the corner and white 
cabinetry transforms this dark area 
into a bright space. Understairs home office 
concept, from;£3,ooo, Neville Johnson. 


5 OF THE BEST Woodburning stoves 


Stylish y environmentally friendly stoves are sure to bring a warm glow to your home 



1630 Dove multi- 
fuel stove in matte 
black, £1,887 Mors0 



Canon y.skw woodburning 
stove in cream or green enamel, 
£899, Ludlow Stoves 



Ludlow multi-fuel stove 
in matte black, from 
£975, Aga 



stove in ivory enamel, 
from £1,468, JotuI 



Bellingham I2kw 
multi-fuel stove in matte 
black, £1,399, Dimplex 
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Braava^ Floor Mopping Robot 


Automatically mops hard floors 
to keep dirt under control 

The Braava Roor Mopping Robot is the easiest way to dry or damp mop, so you can enjoy beautifully clean floors every day. 


Available at 

)ohn Lewis Hughes Currys ^ 

^RobertDyas SELfRIWES DE3ENHAMS GJESEI® 


SRobot 

www.irobot.com 


O 201 & iRobot Coqporatioa. All RigNts ReservieO. iRobot is a x^istefed trademark of iRobct Corporatbri. eraava la a trademark dt iRebot Corporallbn. 
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Rural CHARM 

Jadzia Kaminska’s luck was in when an idyllic cottage came on the market in her dream location 

FEATURE PENNY CRAWFORD-COLLINS | PHOTOGRAPHY PHILIP LAUTERBACH 



HOME TRUTHS 


THE PROPERTY Mid 

18 th-century worker's cottage 
LOCATION Kilkenny, Ireland 
ROOMS Sitting room, dining 
room, breakfast room, kitchen, 
four bedrooms (one en suite), 
bathroom 

PURCHASED 2012 
PREVIOUS PROPERTY 

‘We also have a stone cottage 
in nearby Kells,' says Jadzia. 





Pt ^ , ■' *A j| 




r'^;- -£5^' 


25BH OCTOBER 2015 | 107 



KITCHEN 
Tongue-and-groove units add 
to the style of the cottage. 

Cabinets painted in Wimborne 
White estate eggshell, £53 for 
2.5 litres, Farrow & Ball. 
Grundtal utensil rack, £4, Ikea 


DINING ROOM 
This is the perfect place 
to entertain guests. 

Bramley cream dining table, 
£i,ooo, Laura Ashley, is similar. 
Handmade terracotta tiles, 
£59-95sq m. Fired Earth, are 
comparable. Doors painted in 
Blue Ground estate eggshell, 
£53 for 2.5 litres, Farrow & Ball 


SITTING ROOM 
The classic open fire throws 
out plenty of heat so it’s 
warm and snug in winter. 

Taupe Plain canvas pencil pleat 
curtains, from £i8, Tesco Direct. 
Traditional gilt mirror, £99, 
Ayers & Graces, is a match 


BREAKFAST ROOM 
A window seat offers pretty 
views out to the garden. 

For a chair like this one try 
Maple carver, £199, John Lewis 



L 






18th-century cottage | 25BH 






MASTER BEDROOM - 

Tucked below the eaves, this room has a mix of old and new. 

Malm bed has this look, £165; Kroby table lamp, £17, both Ikea. 
Grey split willow trunk, £22, Dunelm, suits this style. For a - 
blanket like this one try the basket weave throw, £70, John Lewis. 
For information about staying in this cottage, visit soulfulstays.ie 


L iving in County Kilkenny Jadzia 
Kaminska and her partner David 
Doohoe had grown to love the area’s 
beautiful historic villages, with their 
pretty pubs and riverside locations. ‘The 
surroundings are so picturesque that it’s 
actually been used as a location for a number 
of films,’ says Jadzia. So back in 2012 when 
the couple had the chance to buy a house 
nearby, they simply couldn’t resist. ‘The 
property overlooks the River Nore and 
the views are spectacular. It has a small 
garden that’s easy to maintain and it’s just 
off the main village square, so it was ideal.’ 

Originally three artisan cottages, over the 
years it has been converted into one spacious 
dwelling. ‘Although it was packed with 
character, the interior was a mishmash of 
colours and styles and it was very dark and 
dated,’ explains Jadzia. ‘Even the exterior 
was a bit ofE putting as it was painted in 


a bright mustard yellow’ But having already 
renovated two properties prior to this, 
the pair could see its potential. ‘It didn’t need 
any structural work, just a few minor repairs,’ 
explains Jadzia. ‘And the tweaks needed were 
mostly decorative, so we knew it wouldn’t 
cost a huge amount to transform it.’ 

There was a lot of furniture left in the 
house so the couple decided to salvage and 
recycle as much as possible. ‘We started by 
sanding the floors and painting everything 
white, which made it feel instantly brighter,’ 
says Jadzia. ‘We were loath to throw 
anything out as we felt all the old bits and 
pieces that had been left behind really 
belonged to the place. And, because we 
both loved the character of the traditional 
tongue^and^groove kitchen, all we did was 
freshen it up with a new coat of paint.’ 

A mixture of brightly coloured throws 
and cushions adds a vibrant and fun feel 


to the interiors. ‘A friend of ours imports 
them from India, and as I adore colour, I just 
had to have them,’ says Jadzia. ‘I’ve used them 
on the sofas and in the bedrooms — they 
really give the place that lived-in feel.’ 

To make the exterior more welcoming, 
the couple painted it white, with doors and 
windows contrasted in a subtle ducDegg blue. 
The small garden to the side of the property 
was also in need of attention, and as a keen 
gardener Jadzia was able to indulge her love 
of nature, creating an idyllic space that has 
a lovely mix of plants and pretty stone walls. 
‘It’s still a work in progress and there is an 
area to the back of it that needs to be cleaned 
up and planted, so whenever I get a chance, 
this is on my to do list,’ she explains. 

The result is a beautiful home that is 
warm and welcoming. ‘We love this cottage 
and are so pleased with how it’s turned out,’ 
says Jadzia. ‘It’s the perfect retreat.’ ® 


FAVOURITE ITEM ‘7 love the 18th-century Victorian plate covers 
in the dining room because they add character to the space’ 
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25BH I VICTORIAN TOWNHOUSE 




SEA VIEW 

Eleanor and Stephen Blayney 
used colour and light to 
make their coastal home 
a favourite port of call for 
friends and family 

FEATURE MANDI MILLAR 
PHOTOGRAPHY ASHLEY MORRISON 
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HOME TRUTHS 

THE PROPERTY Victorian 
townhouse, built in 1901 
LOCATION County Down, 
Northern Ireland 
ROOMS Sitting room, drawing 
room, dining room, kitchen-diner, 
four bedrooms, two bathrooms 
PURCHASED 2007 
PREVIOUS PROPERTY 
‘Previously, we lived in a modern 
house nearby,’ says Eleanor. 

















SITTING ROOT^' 

‘We love having this space upstairs as it means 
we can really enjoy the sea views/ says Eleanor. 

Walls painted in Mountain Dew: perfect matt 
^ emulsion^ £39 for 2.5 litres, C)e|igne'rs.’Guild. 

. =r Crystal dTcf^chandelier, £220, Made With Love 
^Designs, is siratlaf- Checked sofa uphplstered in 
Suffolk Check Bluebell £24:5jom, l^ff? 5 i^inkin' 
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Eleanor and Stephen 
Blayney let their hearts 
rule their heads when 
they bought a four^storey 
Victorian townhouse on 
the County Down coast. 
‘We love living by the sea,’ explains 
Eleanor, ‘so when we saw a Eor Sale sign 
outside this place, we had to take a look.’ 

‘The property was structurally 
sound, had been well looked after and 
its location was perfect, but we weren’t 
sure about taking on a project,’ she 
continues. ‘It came with all the inherent 
challenges of a century-old house — 
before the days of insulation, for 
instance — and the layout wasn’t ideal.’ 
However, with stunning seascape 



\ 


KITCHEN-DilNER 

Glass bifold doors mean thatthe entertaining space 
is almost doubled whe^ weather permits. 

Ringhult white hi-gloss kitchen, ground £6,000, Ikea. Porcelain 
tiles, £22m, Ceramica Tiles. KitchenAid artisan stand mixer 
in Raspberry Ice, from £386, John Lewis 



DESIGN ADVICE 
'If you have a lot of 
antique pieces but also 
want to add some modern 
elements, keep them to 
one room, which is what 
we’ve done in the kitchen’ 


views, the Blayneys knew this was 
too good an opportunity to miss. ‘Once 
we moved in, we had no reservations 
about our decision,’ says Eleanor. 

As soon as they were settled, the 
couple, who love entertaining, started 
with the kitchen. ‘It was the one 
element of the house that wasn’t quite 
right,’ explains Eleanor, ‘and we knew 
that extending into the side return 
would give us the extra space we needed 
to have a large kitchen- diner.’ They 
decided to hire an architect to manage 
the build. ‘It was a good decision,’ she 
reflects. ‘He did everything for us — 
he tendered for the builders and also 
negotiated our way through planning.’ 

As their home is located in a 
conservation area, Eleanor and Stephen 
did have to make a few compromises. 
Initially, they wanted a flat roof with a 
large skylight, but they ended up opting 



DINING AREA 

The bright green wall colour and potted plants tie the inside 
to the outside in this vibrant space/ says Eleanor. 

Wall painted in Geranium Leaf matt emulsion, £39 for 2.5 litres, 
Sanderson. Henry chair, £199, John Lewis, is near-identical. Provence 
tablecloth, £43, LinenMe, has this look. Kroby light, £29, Ikea 
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DININGROOM 

By upholstering the chairs in an array of bright fabrics, this 
classic scheme has been instantly modernised. 

For similar fabric to the chairs try the Heavenly collection, £54m, Villa 
Nova. Curtina Marlowe pleat curtains, £38, Wayfair, have this look 


t 

I 

DRAWING ROOM ! 

The formality of this space is the perfect backdrop for 
the couple’s antique furniture and family heirlooms. 

Beth mirror, £350, Laura Ashley. Gold French Chair, £710, Out There 
Interiors, is a match. Bishkek Turkish-design rug, £1,385, Oka 


for a pitched slate roof with five 
skylights. ‘Although it wasn’t our first 
choice, it was a good outcome,’ says 
Eleanor, as we wanted to respect the 
building’s heritage. We also reinstalled 
a fireplace in the sitting room and 
channelled more light inside with sun 
tunnels in the hall. And to make the 
house more eco-friendly, we fitted solar 
panels on the south-facing rear roof’ 

Throughout the work, the couple 
lived in the house, despite the dust and 
a faulty heating system. But once the 
builders were gone, they were finally 
able to turn their property into a home. 
‘We’ve collected quite a few pieces of 
furniture over the years - bought and 
inherited - and they all mean something 
to us,’ says Eleanor. ‘All it took was a coat 
of paint for a quick update as I loved the 
idea of bringing colour into the decor. 

It’s such a cost-effective way to make 
your interior unique and it’s easy to 
change if you fancy something different.’ 

And this is exactly what Eleanor 
has done, with favourite items upcylced 
in vibrant hues that add character to the 
home. ‘Our style is organic and eclectic, 
because it has grown with us,’ she says, 
‘and that’s just the way we like it.’ ffi 



STYLE ADVICE 
7t's important to make 
the most of the light in 
every room - it’s a 
fundamental element 
of how the space will 
look once it’s decorated 
and furnished’ 


1 BATHROOM 

^We decided to paint the bathroom walls 
rather than tile them completely as it’s 
easier to change the colour/ says Eleanor. 

Shutters, from £450, Fraser Nolan. Walls 
painted in Elephant’s Breath modern 
emulsion, £42 for 2.5 litres, Farrow & Ball. 
Cream metal butterfly wall shelf, £34, 
Melody Maison, is comparable 

2 MASTER BEDROOM 

^1 love the white backdrop in here as I can 
dress it up with furnishings/ says Eleanor. 

Avignon by Dorma bedlinen, £95 for a double, 
JustLinen, would work well in here. Mirror and 
chest of drawers painted in Passionflower 
eggshell, £50 for 2.5 litres. Fired Earth 
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Insight 




BUILDING A 
KITCHEN EXTENSION 

Keen to create an open-plan kitchen as the 
Blayneys have? Consider these points first 



pen^plan living is at the 
heart of the modern home, 
with the kitchen becoming 
a space to cook, eat, entertain 
and relax with the family. The key is to 
create an addition that seamlessly blends 
with the rest of your house. 

Consider all options 

Kitchen extensions are one of the most 
popular remodelling projects in period 
homes and a covetable addition to new 
properties. Too often, however, the layout 
of a kitchen is designed to accommodate 
the extension, rather than the other way 
round. Considering your lifestyle and 
how you plan on using the space before 
building is a more ergonomic solution. 

Thorough planning is essential — 
thinking about what you want out of 
your kitchen in advance will increase the 
design and storage opportunities for 
the space. Do you have a large family^ Are 
you a keen cook> Do you like to entertain^ 
Is the TV always on when you prepare 
meals, or do you prefer it to be out of 
sight> The answers to these questions will 
determine the design of your scheme. 

An extension is a great way to increase 
the size of your existing kitchen, creating 
one large room, although zoning’ is an 
increasingly popular choice. Instead 
of connecting the living, dining and 
cooking areas by using the same colours, 
surfaces and finishes throughout, a mix 
of different floor finishes, paint colours 


and lighting will help to retain the feel of 
separate rooms. Also consider cooking 
aromas and noises when deciding on 
a multifunctional scheme. If you’re 
including a living area within the 
extension, avoid disturbing the other 
members of the family while cooking 
by choosing whisper^quiet appliances. 
Soft fabrics and materials will also help 
to reduce any unwanted echo. 

Ask the experts 

From side and rear extensions similar 
to the Blayneys’, to conservatories and 
basement designs, there are a number 
of options available. To help you decide 
on the most suitable extension for your 
needs, start by asking your kitchen 
designer for advice. Extensions are now 
a common request, so many companies 
will be able to recommend a good builder 
or architect. It’s also worth asking 
friends and family for recommendations 
of tradesmen in your area. 

For minor internal alternations, 
however, planning permission is rarely 
required, unless the property is listed. 

A single^storey rear extension, for 
example, can often be achieved under 
permitted development, while obtaining 
permission for a simple side extension 
is also relatively straightforward. Any 
major structural work, however, must 
be approved by a building inspector and 
requires the submission of a building 
notice application to your local council. 



EXPERT EYE 



‘Kitchens that are situated in full view of the 
living room will need to be easy to keep clean 
and will need to remain uncluttered. So, 
ideally, appliances should be fully integrated’ 


ROBERT BURNETT, HOLLOWAYS OF LUDLOW 


PROFESSIONAL 

ADVICE 

Tnsure that your new extension will provide 
an adequate supply of natural light. Lots 
of side extensions, for example, will have 
all-glass roofs for this purpose, but the 
amount of light a kitchen receives depends 
on the property. For instance, in the case 
of terraced houses, there's a danger an 
extension will cut out a lot of light. 

The equipment you plan to include in 
your new scheme will determine the design 
of your extension. Appliances are built to 
set dimensions, whereas cupboards are 
designed to be flexible in size. If you plan 
on having just one oven and a microwave, 
a single tall cupboard to house them will 
probably suffice; but if you want warming 
drawers, multiple ovens and American 
refrigeration, it’s a much bigger element. 
Tall cupboards will dominate the space 
and you need to allow room for them. 

Consider whether an island is important to 
you. There's a sense of theatre that comes with 
having a central unit, but it can compromise 
on the available space for a table and chairs. 

It’s crucial to think about extraction at the 
early stages of design. If you’re having 
a flat-roofed extension and an island, you’ll 
need to consider how to ventilate the room.’ 

KEITH ATKINS, DESIGNSPACELONDON 


ADDRESS BOOK 

■ Trust Mark, 0333555 1234, 
trustmark.org.uk 

Checks a wide range of trade bodies' 
work, financial status and insurance 

■ Royal Institute of British Architects, 
020 7580 5533, architecture.com 

A reputable architect will help you 
to get the most from your extension 

■ Ratedpeople.com, ratedpeople.com 
Find recommended tradesmen here 
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loop leg dining chair stone palermo dining table tiieste nesting tables walnut pure glass desk 

£99 from £179 £249 £399 


new autumn catalogue out now 

request your copy at dwell.co.uk/25bh 


stores : NOW OPEN - Tolbross, Glasgow | OPENS 5™ SEPT- New Malden 

Tottenham Court Road | Westfield Wiite City | Westfield Stratford City | Barton Square | Princes Square, Glasgow 




THE PROPERTY 1960s villa 
LOCATION South Belfast 
ROOMS Sitting room, 
family room, kitchen-diner, 
cloakroom, three bedrooms 
(one en suite), bathroom 
PURCHASED 2011 
PREVIOUS PROPERTY 
‘We lived in an apartment nearby 
before moving here,' says Patricia. 







Mil 11 
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1960s DETACHED | 25BH 


KITCHEN'DINER 
^My parents bought this second-hand table 
in the 1970s. We dined around it every 
night when I was a child/ says Patricia. 

Vintage Ercol Goldsmith dining chair, from 
£80, Etsy. Vitra Panton dining chair in 
Chartreuse, £208, Meal's. Calligaris 
Andromeda table lamp, £470, Design Icons 



DINING AREA 



A bright focal-point wall creates a 
vibrant area where the family can 
socialise and spend time together. 

Muuto Unfold ceiling light, £104, 
Paper Rooms. Marigold absolute 
matt emulsion, £37for 2.5 litres. Little 

Greene, is similar to this wall colour 


ROOM TO 

GROW 

Patricia McGinnis has given a dated 1960s interior 
a complete remodel that’s ideal for modern family life 


FEATURE MANDI MILLAR | PHOTOGRAPHY ASHLEY MORRISON 


E h a mother always knows 
II best - just ask Patricia 
McGinnis. ‘I hadn’t even 
been looking for a new 
hJ home when my mum saw 
^ this one in Belfast,’ explains 
Patricia, co-owner of interiors store Maven. 
Talk, my y^year^old son, and I had been 
living in an apartment nearby and I loved 
the area, but we were running out of space, 
which, of course. Mum had noticed.’ 

On viewing the 1960s house, Patricia 
was only too aware of the amount of work 


it needed, dt had a dated exterior, and 
inside, the layout was boxy with a small 
kitchen and bedrooms that weren’t well 
proportioned,’ she says. ‘It needed a total 
refurbishment as well as an extension, 
but I could see it had great potential.’ 

Patricia spent time planning the 
project. ‘It was important to see how the 
light moved around the rooms before 
I changed anything,’ she explains. After 
decisions were made, first on the hit list 
was the kitchen, which would be converted 
into a kitchen' diner. ‘I wanted to create 


Follow 25 Beautiful Homes on Facebook and Twitter 


25BH OCTOBER 2015 | 117 







SITTING ROOM 

A free-flowing layout creates ^ 
a harmonious feel throughout. 

Sofa upholstered in Poetica 
Weaves Parquet by Harlequin, 
£37.i2m, Fashion Interiors. Walls 
painted in French Grey Dark 
absolute matt emulsion, £37 
for 2.5 litres. Little Greene 


DECO R A TING TIP ‘Use picture ledges for photographs and artwork 


1 BATHROOM 

This space may not be to everyone’s taste, but 
I like to be bold with designs/ says Patricia. 

Prismatics Pumpkin gloss wall tile, £29.85sq m. 
Tile Mountain, would suit this style 

2 MASTER BEDROOM 

The industrial-style wall light in here 
is one of Patricia’s favourite items. 

Edison cage light, £75, Artifact Lighting, is a match. 
Normann Copenhagen table, £162, Nest.co.uk 


somewhere we could spend quality time, 
both as a family and with friends.’ 

Working with Michael Galbraith at 
Rapport Architects, Patricia also decided to 
extend into the garden. Then, upstairs she 
reconfigured the layout to create three 
double bedrooms, a bathroom and an 
en suite. ‘This stage was very frustrating 
as it took six months for planning to come 


through,’ says Patricia. ‘But once permission 
was granted, with the help of my family, who 
are builders, the renovations went smoothly. 
I was very lucky as I could live in my flat 
throughout — it would have been impossible 
otherwise as the entire property had to be 
rewired, replumbed and replastered.’ 

With the project complete, Patricia and 
Ealit were at last able to move into their 




SITTING ROOM 

^1 found this Parker Knoll egg chair beside a 
skip with its labels still intact/ says Patricia. 

Mjjian Direct is a good place to source egg 
chairs like this one, from £209. Juniper coffee 
table, £244, Wayfair, is comparable 


- by moving them around, you can change the look of a room in an instant’ 


new home. ‘The feeling of space was 
terrific,’ says Patricia, who describes 
her interior decorating style as modern 
bohemian. ‘That said, there are many 
Mid' Century pieces in this house and 
that’s not necessarily my style. But in this 
1960s building, they felt right.’ Some of 
Patricia’s choices are bold, but she has no 
regrets. ‘Despite a tiler saying my orange 


tiles in the bathroom looked like something 
from a cruise ship, I love them.’ 

However, although she has now fully 
renovated and decorated her home, Patricia 
is not ready to sit back just yet. ‘That’s what 
I really enjoy about this place — the fact it 
will never be finished,’ she says. ‘I’m always 
thinking about how I could style a room 
differently — the master bedroom is next.’ ® 


3 GUEST BEDROOM 

^It’s amazing how the blue makes the stag’s head 
look like it’s coming out of the wall/ says Patricia. 

Stag picture, price on request, Sarah Majury. Lamp, 
£175, Anglepoise. Selje bedside table, £20, Ikea 

4 EN'SUITE BATHROOM 

Including an additional wet room was a luxury. 

For metro wall tiles like these ones try Topps Tiles, 
£i9.50sq m. Victorian grand rigid riser with shower 
head, £250, Victorian Plumbing, has this look 
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Crown Imperial's fabulous showroom puts 
the fun back into choosing a new kitchen 
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W hy visit countless 
shops, when you 
can find all the latest 
furniture under one 
roofr’ At Crown Imperial’s showroom 
in Daventry, Northamptonshire, there’s 
all you need to transform your home. 

The i$,ooosq ft showroom offers 
a unique opportunity to see the entire 
collection in a relaxed environment. 
With over 8o lifestyle sets featuring 
complete kitchens and bedrooms in 
hundreds of classic and contemporary 
styles, colours and finishes, you’re 
guaranteed to find a scheme you love. 

There’s also Crown Imperial’s 
Lifespace storage and living ranges to 
discover. And with no sales people - 
just product experts on hand to advise 
you — there’s no pressure to buy, so you’re 
free to explore at your own pace and 
ensure you make the right decisions. 

Crown Imperial, a family^run 
British manufacturer, has been creating 
high-quality furniture for more than 
6$ years and knows how 
modern families live. 

So for stylish, flexible 
designs to suit your 
lifestyle, there’s no 
better place to go. 



BOOK A VISIT TO 
CROWN DAVENTRY 

• To book a visit at Crown Daventry, 
call 01227 742424 or go online 

at crown-daventry.co.uk 

• View a great selection of classic 
and modern kitchen and bedroom 
ranges, worktops, flooring, storage 
solutions, sinks, taps and light fittings 

• Browse the latest technology 
from leading appliance brands 

• Get expert on-hand advice 

• Ample free parking at the centrally 
located showroom close to M1/M40 



A 
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Give your bedroom a new look, too. 

Rococo bedroom and Lifespace 
storage, from £2,000, Crown Imperial 



^ Mix and match 
, pastels for 

added interest. 

Midsomer Shaker oak 
units, from £15,000, 
Crown Imperial 



Choose a kitchen with 
timeless elegance. 

Ashton furniture in 
solid ash, from £15,000, 
Crown Imperial 
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ABLAZE 

WITH 

COLOUR 

Nicky Heard’s 
traditional countty 
home was given an 
unexpected injection 
of jewel-bright shades 
after an inspirational 
trip to Indonesia 


FEATURE NAOMI JONES 
PHOTOGRAPHY ROBERT SANDERSON 


NSPIRING 



HOME TRUTHS 

THE PROPERTYDetached 

Victorian house 
LOCATION West Sussex 
ROOMS Hall, sitting room, 
dining room/work room, kitchen/ 
breakfast room, utility room, 
four bedrooms, dressing room, 
two bathrooms 

PURCHASED1999 
PREVIOUS PROPERTY 

‘Before we moved here, we lived 
in a Victorian house in southwest 
London,’ says Nicky. 
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SITTING ROOM 
^Green makes a good backdrop 
for bold colours Just like you’d 
see in the garden/ says Nicky. 

For similar curtain fabric, try 
Sayuri Chintz, £i6m, John Lewis. 
Charcoal/Lime Green cushion, 
£45; multicoloured throw on 
sofa, £125; Hot Pink ikat throw, 
£230, all Nicky Heard 





25BH I PERIOD DETACHED 


T his secluded Victorian house in West Sussex is 
clearly a warm family home, with much^loved 
art, antiques and decorative objects collected 
over the years. But nestling among Nicky 
Heard s traditional choices are colourful, contemporary 
touches, such as hot pink and tangerine ikat designs that 
hint at exotic influences. ‘I have to admit, if it wasn’t for 
my daughter, I might not have become so brave with 
colour,’ says Nicky, designer and maker of home 
furnishings, and mother of two growmup children, Izzy 
and Nick, with husband Ged. ‘I love the offlwhites and 
greens that I used to decorate the house when we bought 
it but, these days, Izzy encourages me to be bolder.’ 

In fact, it was while Nicky was visiting her daughter 
in Indonesia a few years ago that she was inspired to be 
more daring, dzzy took a two-year job as a scuba^diving 
instructor, and I flew over to see her,’ says Nicky. ‘The area 
is famous for ikat fabric and when I met the people who 
hand'weave it, I was in awe of their craftsmanship. I 
instantly fell in love with the incredible patterns and 
colours.’ Nicky came back with as much fabric as she could 
carry and made dozens of unique throws and cushion 
covers. ‘They’ve deflnitely livened up our home,’ she smiles. 

When the family first moved in, the house was a little 
smaller than it is today, with a galley kitchen and an 
underwhelming entrance. Nicky says, ‘Having left London 
in 1999 to raise the children in the countryside, I had a 
vision of how I wanted us to live, and that included sitting 
around a big breakfast table, with the children doing their 



HALL 

An antique oak coffer creates a 
traditional feel in the entrance, 
which is part of the new extension. / 

Terracotta floor tiles, £43.25sq m, 

Walls and Floors. Walls painted 
in Tuscan Earth matt emulsion, 

£35.50 for 2.5 litres. Fired Earth. 

Gourd vase, £1,200, Izzy Roope 


FAVOURITE ROOM ^The kitchen /breakfast room is a lovely place to 
be with family and friends, where we always eat home-cooked food^ 


homework or drawing pictures while I cooked dinner.’ So, 
to create the home she’d always wished for, Nicky ensured 
the builders worked their magic to include a hallway that 
looks like it has always been there and befits a house of this 
size, and a kitchen that’s perfectly in keeping. ‘We kept the 
original front door, but where we had to put in new fittings, 
I felt it was important to replicate the Victorian features 
such as the sash windows and cornices,’ she explains. 

Terracotta floor tiles, handmade wooden units and a 
large range cooker help give the kitchen a farmhouse feel, 
along with a butler sink. ‘Once you have the basics in place, 
you can simply move everything else around them,’ says 
Nicky, ‘but I have to say that most of what I did originally 
is the same today. I chose Shaded White by Farrow & Ball 
for most of the rooms and I still love it.’ 

Izzy might not be able to persuade her mother to 
completely repaint but, along with encouraging those zingy 
hues, she has added to the array of striking artefacts. ‘She is 
a brilliant ceramicist,’ says Nicky, ‘and I’m lucky that I get 
to keep her pieces, at least until she decides to settle down 
with a home of her own.’ Until then, Izzy’s creations, and 
of course those bold colours, are here to stay. ® 
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BATHROOM 
Marble and elegant 
fittings keep this room 
looking timeless. 

Perlato Sicilia marble, 
£1,750, Marble 2 Marvel. 
Portland 950 towel rail, 
£549; Bensham bath 
shower mixer, £209, 
both Bathstore 










I &2 MASTER 
BEDROOM 
Traditional toile de Jouy is 
mixed with exotic pattern 
for an unexpected twist. 
For similar curtain fabric try 
Chinese Toile in Lacquer Red, 
£84m, Lewis & Wood. Green 
and Charcoal ikat throw, £275, 
Nicky Heard. Morris and Co 
Strawberry Thief cushion in 
Indigo, £35, John Lewis 


3 IZZY’S BEDROOM 
Soft blue walls contrast 
with bright accessories 
and tropical colours. 

Rossetti bed, £599, Feather 
& Black. Hemnes chest of 
drawers, £115, Ikea. Vase, 
£1,100, Izzy Roope 



KITCHEN 



There is plenty of 
room for family and 
friends to gather in this_ 

_ country-style space. 

BespokJoak table, aroundl 
£i^2o67Traditional Oak 
and Timber Co. Try 
Antiques Atlas for similar 
chairs. Kitchen, from 
£7,000, Schofield and 
Crafter. Wall tiles, 

£40sq m. Barge Tiles 







HOME TRUTHS 

THE PROPERTY 

Victorian worker’s cottage 
LOCATION West London 
ROOMS Sitting room, 
kitchen-diner, two bedrooms, 
bathroom 

PURCHASED 2013 
PREVIOUS PROPERTY 


'Before we moved here, I had a 
flat in Netting Hill and Chris had 
a flat in Brixton/ says Anna. 





PRECISION 

PLANNED 

Anna Buries^ beautiful revamp just 
goes to prove that the devil is in the detail 


FEATURE RACHEL LEEDH AM | PHOTOGRAPHY RACHAEL SMITH 





SITTING ROOM 

Classic pieces upholstered in grey and pink velvets 
tone beautifully with the ice-cream pink walls. 

Three-seat Bluebell sofa, from £1,240, Sofa.com. Vintage 
medicine cabinet, price on request. Junk Deluxe. Chimney 
breast painted in Middleton Pink and Great White estate 
emulsion, both £38 for 2.5 litres, Farrow & Ball 


STUDY AREA 

Scaffolding supports this under-stairs workspace. 

Vintage chair, price on request, Ormston Saint. Bespoke 
lamp, price on application. Junk Deluxe 


KITCHEN-DINER 

The island unit incorporates an old plan chest. 

Old plan chests from £450, Antique-Atlas.com. Moon 
Beam Penny Round white wall tiles, £54.95sq m. Original 
Style. Kitchen units, price on request, Howdens 


F ormer radio journalist Anna 
Buries used to file seven 
features an hour. ‘It meant 
producing creative, accurate 
copy on time,’ she recalls. ‘I think I’ve 
carried that meticulousness over to 
my work as an interior designer.’ 

Consequently, when Anna and 
her partner Chris were choosing 
where to buy their first home together, 
nothing was left to chance. ‘Yd been 
living in London’s Notting Hill and 
I wanted to stay in the area as its 
shops and boutiques were useful for 


my work,’ says Anna. ‘Chris and I 
share a design studio there and we 
spent weekends cycling around and 
were drawn to an enclave of worker’s 
cottages.’ So when a two 'bed cottage 
came on the market, they instantly 
made an offer, which was successful. 

Although the previous owners 
had knocked the two downstairs 
living spaces together, the footprint 
was tiny, with the doors to the garden 
starting where the kitchen now 
begins. ‘We’d done our research and 
knew that there were precedents for 





LAST 


WORD ‘Mixing high end with high street in fashion works brilliantly, 
and I believe the same rule can be applied to interiors^ 


ground- floor extensions, but it still 
took six months to get planning 
permission,’ explains Anna. 

‘Once the extension was done, we 
thought long and hard about the way 
we live,’ she continues. ‘I designed the 
island while the rest of the kitchen 
units were sourced from a high-street 
supplier and customised with handles 
made from beautiful fossilised wood. 
Chris nearly fell off his chair when I 
told him how much they were, but 
they do transform the units.’ 

As a graphic artist and designer, 
Chris was supportive of Anna’s 
decisions, including the more 
left-field idea to paint the ground 
floor in pastel tones. ‘It was 
important to create zones within 
this open space,’ Anna says of the 
strawberry ice-cream hues used in 
the sitting area, which change to pale 
chocolate in the dining space and 
vanilla in the kitchen. These soft 
shades are the ideal backdrop to 
the couple’s possessions, which are 
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predominantly vintage finds picked 
up at flea markets and antiques shops. 

Upstairs, the couple’s bedroom 
is painted a purplish grey, which, 
teamed with a feathery, cloud-like 
lampshade, Anna likens to a ‘summer 
storm brewing’. The ceiling is painted 
the same colour as the walls. ‘Ceilings 
are a crucial part of the design, and 
I think it’s a misconception that they 
should always be white,’ notes Anna, 
who has proved her point again 
in the bathroom by painting the 
ceiling a vivid 1960s yellow. 

The recent arrival of baby 
Margot has seen the second bedroom 
transformed from a dressing room 
into a nursery. Further down the 
line, the couple may choose to extend 
the cottage again by developing the 
loft but for the moment, the family 
are happy to enjoy this beautifully 
planned home. ‘The finishing 
details make a world of difference,’ 
affirms Anna. ‘That’s why it’s 
such a pleasure to live here.’ ® 



BATHROOM J 

The industrial lights and neat ^ " 

hexagonal tiles create a sharp look. ’ 

White honeycomb ceramic mosaic ^ 

tiles, £67.95sq m, Original Style. Karl \ 
round wash bowl, £149, Bathstore | 




no mess • no fuss • no building work 


Transforming your staircase into an exquisite handcrafted feature 
is a lot easier than you’d imagine. As specialists in home 
interiors for 30 years, Neville Johnson can renovate every part of 
your staircase, even replacing your stair carpet with hardwearing 
oak treads. In 1-2 days, with no structural building work and 
minimal re-decoration, we will create a stunning, handcrafted 
staircase that will add value to your home. All in a style to suit you, 
your home and your budget. 

NO STAIRCASE TOO LARGE OR SMALL 

WhetEer you prefer traditional timber, glass or contemporary steel, 
we have a wide range to choose from. Whatever scale or style your 
project, you can be confident you will receive our utmost attention 
and with our flexible finance options you can also spread the cost.* 


Nationwide service 
No structurai work 
FREE design service 
Fuii project management 
10 year guarantee 
Typicaiiy instaiied in 1-2 days 
Buy now pay in 12 months* 

Wide choice of ciassic 
& contemporary styies 


M 


For our latest brochure or a design visit call 

0161 873 8333 and quote code Y-BEH037 

nevillejohnson.co.uk/ybeautiful 


*Buy now pay in 12 months, finance offer is available on orders over £2,000 +VAT. 
Finance is subject to status, terms apply. 9.9% APR Representative. 


NEVILLE lOHNSON 

DESIGN WITHOUT COMPROMISE 


Transform your existing 
staircase in just 48 hours 
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HOME TRUTHS 

THE PROPERTY 

Cotswold stone manor house 
LOCATION 
West Oxfordshire 
ROOMS Hall, sitting room, 
dining room, kitchen, study, cellar, 
two cloakrooms, four bedrooms 
(one en suite), bathroom 
PURCHASED 2012 
PREVIOUS PROPERTY 
'Before moving here, we rented 
a property nearby,’ says Tania. 


TIME TO NEST 

Tania and Martin Chisholm gradually got to know their desired area 
before finding a home that was right for them and their family 

FEATURE ANN BROAD | PHOTOGRAPHY COLIN POOLE 
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1 DININGROOM 

Subtle decor and rustic materials 
create an understated feel in here. 

Roccoco Mirror by D & J Simons, 
£125, Wayfair, is similar. Recycled 
glass vase, £35, Cox & Cox, is a match 

2 KITCHEN 

Tania and Martin bought the large 
framed map of Paris from the 
Marche aux Puces in France. 

Weathered stool, £130, Cox & Cox, 
suits this style. Wooden trug basket, 
£30, Notonthehighstreet.com 







KITCHEN 

The striking bespoke cupboards combine^ 
classic styling with dramatic colour. 

Cabinets painted in Tanner’s Brown estate 
eggshell, £53 for 2.5 litres, Farrow & Ball. 
Sagaform oak cutting board, £23, John Lewis, 
is.near-identical. Wooden bar stool, £85, 
Alexander & Pearl, would work well here 


inding a property with 
period features and space 
for a vintage car business 
was the challenge that 
Tania and Martin Chisholm set 
themselves when looking for a 
family home in the Cotswolds. 

‘We really enjoy living in the 
countryside and, after renting in 
Oxfordshire for 10 years, we’d 
fallen in love with the location,’ 
says Tania, ‘Our sons. Jack, 13, and 
Harry, ii, also have many friends 
in the area, so we didn’t want to 
disrupt them too much.’ The 


couple began searching for 
their own renovation project, and 
it wasn’t long until they found 
their dream home in an unspoilt 
corner of west Oxfordshire. 

‘When we first saw the 
interior, it looked as though it 
was held together by wallpaper,’ 
recalls Tania. ‘We’d never taken 
on a property that required 
so much work, so it was quite 
daunting.’ But repairs were soon 
underway. ‘We had to go back to 
the bare stone in 60 per cent of the 
house,’ explains Tania. ‘Eloors 
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1 SITTING ROOM 

The leather table adds a quirky, 
vintage touch to this space. 

Long Island sofa in Rock House 
viscose linen, £2,610, Sofa.com, is 
a match. Lancaster Victorian fire 
extinguisher lamp, £2,170, 
Bespoke Lights. Edwin & Gray 
sells similar pommel horse 
benches, price on application 

2 BATHROOM 

A novelty shark’s head adds a 
humorous element in here. 

Retro Metro tiles, £79.99sq m. 
Fired Earth. Supima cotton 
towels in Latte, from £3.50 each, 
John Lewis. Jack the shark 
wall-mounted animal head, £50, 
Houseology, is a good alternative 


were dug up and insulated, ceilings 
strengthened, floorboards replaced 
and the plumbing and electrics 
were updated. In all, it took six 
months and involved 10 different 
trades to complete the project.’ 

As the building is Grade II 
listed, the couple could only 
refurbish and restore rather than 
change the footprint. ‘The most 
notable transformation is the hall, 
as initially the house had four 
entrances,’ says Tania. ‘The 
original door had been made 
obsolete after the grounds had 
been divided and sold separately. 
What is now our front door was 
once the boiler and boot room.’ 

Walking through their home, 
the interior has a strong sense 
of creative flair. As Tania and 
Martin both used to work at 
Sotheby’s, their love for antiques 
is evident. Combined with 
contemporary art, chic lighting 
and elegant furniture, the finished 
look is effortlessly stylish. 

The kitchen has a striking 
scheme with traditional cabinets 


painted in a dramatic shade. ‘This 
space is always very busy and a 
dark hue is extremely practical 
when you have a large family’ 
explains Tania. But it is a large 
framed map of Paris that Alls an 
entire wall, which takes centre 
stage. ‘I’m so happy we didn’t 
compromise on the design,’ says 
Tania. ‘Although we’re a little bit 
short on storage because we made 
a somewhat bold decision to 
sacrifice another bank of 
cupboards in favour of the map, 
it was definitely the right choice.’ 

Upstairs, the attention to 
detail continues, with pale walls 
creating the perfect backdrop for 
the couple’s mix of modern and 
vintage furnishings, bold artwork, 
and black-and-white photography. 

For now, the Chisholms are 
happy with the refurbishment. 
‘We’re still hoping to convert the 
barn into a large entertaining area 
with office space in the future,’ says 
Tania, ‘but at this moment, we are 
very content with our home and 
its idyllic countryside location.’ ® 


DECORATING TIP 'Colour can make a huge 
impact, so don’t shy away from dark shades. 
After 10 years of renting, we were looking for 
a house we could really put our mark on’ 
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EN-SUITE BATHROOM 

Tania and Martin have created a bold 
scheme with a red and black colour palette. 

Black Emperador polished marble tiles, £59.98 
m sq, Mandarin Stone. For a similar roll-top 
bath try the Cambridge, £599, Bathstore 



MASTER BEDROOM 

^As we both work from home, it was important 
to create somewhere we could close the office door 
and relax - this is the perfect space,’ says Tania. 

Vintage pommel horse, from £990, The Clubhouse. Walls 
painted in Elephant’s Breath estate emulsion, £38 for 
2.5 litres, Farrow & Ball. Scaramanga is a good place to 
source vintage trunks like these ones, from £80 each 


FOR STOCKIST DETAILS GO TO PAGE 






25BH I PERIOD TERRACE 


FADE 

to 

GREY 

Daring dark malls offer an ideal 
backdrop for Laura Bradford's 
collections of taxidermy, abstract 
art and upcycled furniture 


FEATURE MAXINE BRADY 
PHOTOGRAPHY JONATHAN JONES 



_ ^ Having chosen a colour for the sitting room 

I J in the West Sussex home she shares with 

husband Richard, Laura Bradford had a 
tough job convincing her decorator dad, Ray. 
‘I wanted all the walls to be grey’ says Laura. 
‘He and Richard weren’t sure - but now they 
love it. Dark colours have made our home look bigger.’ 

Before Laura and Richard got their hands on the house, 
it looked completely different, with nicotine^stained yellow 
walls. ‘There was carpet in the bathroom and pine^clad 
ceilings,’ says Laura. ‘The bedrooms were rather dull 
looking and the kitchen and bathroom were not to our taste 
either.’ The first room to get a makeover was the sitting 



HOME TRUTHS 

THE PROPERTY Victorian 
terrace, built circa 1890 
LOCATION Burgess Hill 
ROOMS Sitting room, kitchen- 
diner, bathroom, two bedrooms 
PURCHASED 2013 
PREVIOUS PROPERTY 
To save up to buy this house, 
we moved in with our parents 
for six months. Before that, we 
rented,’ says Laura. 



given jpdnakeover 
thanks to a few cans of paint. 

Cupboards painted in Urban 
ObsiTssion and Ash White 
pajali mixing kitchen + matt, 
both £27.98 for 2.5 litres, 

Dulux. Find similar white owl 
storage jars at Shabby Store, £19 



SITTING ROOM 
Among Laura’s collections of 
stuffed animals and butterflies 
is her own art - she takes old 
paintings and adds Star Wars 
or Harry Potter characters. 

Walls painted in Shingle Grey 
emulsion by Valspar, £22 for 2.5 litres, 
B&Q. Skeleton wrapping paper, £3 
per sheet. Willow and Stone 
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SITTING ROOM 
A cosy leather armchair 
covered by sheepskin 
throws makes this 
corner feel inviting. 

Try the Harbrook leather 
occasional chair, £1,200, 
Laura Ashley. Sheepskin 
rug, £35, John Lewis 



SITTING ROOM ^ 

A collection of unusual cushions on the sofa adds 
even more personality to the scheme. ‘The Beatles 
^e was a Christmas present - 1 love it/ says Laura. 

Andrew Martin library wallpaper, £136 per roll; Andrew 
MarTfn yellow Beatles cushion, £50, both John Lewis 
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and 

modem white one. 

Ceramica Acuto 
bathroom suite, £299, 
Plumbworld. Metro white 
wall tiles, £13.99 for a 
^ pack of 25, Homebase 
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room. Once Laura’s father had finished the walls, the pine 
fireplace and staircase were then painted in the same shade. 
Library^themed wallpaper was hung at one end and Laura 
dressed the room with deer antlers and upcycled tables and 
lamps. Next, she and her dad tackled the kitchen, painting 
the cupboard fronts grey, while Richard started on the 
1980s bathroom. ‘We opted for metro tiles and simple 
fixtures and fittings,’ says Laura. She added drama with 
stuffed crows sitting on the window sill. 

Laura has always been drawn to unusual accessories 
and a touch of the gothic. ‘I love horror movies and zombie 
films and I’ve been buying stuffed animals and collecting 
quirky pieces for years,’ she explains. Among the items she 
has amassed are a large collection of reclaimed furniture, 
taxidermy animals, retro oil paintings and plaster busts. 

The couple’s house is filled with rich colours after they 
realised that brighter hues weren’t to their taste. ‘When 
we moved in, we painted the bedroom white,’ says Laura. 
‘But we just found it too dull and soon opted for navy 
blue walls and ceiling instead. It’s transformed the room, 
making it much more inviting and stylish. Dark colours 
create a brilliant background to display belongings against.’ 

Now that their home is almost finished, Laura and 
Richard are having fun enjoying their space. ‘We’re 
always moving pieces around, so the house still continues 
to evolve,’ says Laura. ‘I love buying and collecting pieces 
for our interior and that won’t stop any time soon.’ @ 
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INSPIRATION to Abigail Ahern’s design school in London, which she holds in 

her hom'^Not only did I learn a lot, but also I got to see her wonderful house first hand’ 


MASTER BEDROOM 
Laura upcycled plain white Ikea 
bedside cabinets with paint, then 
topped them with concrete blocks. 

Sinnerlig flatwoven rug is similar, £50, 
Ikea. Walls in Valspar India Ink matt 
emulsion, £22.34 for 2.5 litres, B&Q. 
Red brick wallpaper, £15, Next 
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Ideal Standard, the leading 
provider of innovative and 
design-driven bathroom 
solutions has unveiled 
its latest breakthrough 
in bathroom design. 

Introducing the stunning Dea bathroom 
suite. This new collection combines beautiful 
design and functional excellence. Dea 
embodies Ideal Standard's commitment to 
creating a beautiful use of space. 

Dea has won multiple awards for Product 
Innovation and Best Bathroom Product. 

Find your nearest exclusive Interiors dealer 
at ldeal-Standard.co.uk or call our customer 
services team on 01482 346461 


(S 


Ideal 


BEAUTIFUL 

USE 

OF 

SPACE 


REAL 

BEAUTY 

IDEAL 

LUXURY 




KITCHEN 

Sleek white cabinets and grey-tiled 
flooring create a modern feel. 

Concrete-effect floor tiles, £26.52sq m, 
Tons of Tiles. Walls painted in 
Skimming Stone modern emulsion, 
£42 for 2.5 litres, Farrow & Ball 





VISUAL TREAT 

Artist Emily Szvift-Jones has given the modest terraced home she 
shares with her partner John Steels a vety special jinish 

FEATURE HEATHER DIXON | PHOTOGRAPHY COLIN POOLE 




KITCHEN 

Emily made the splashback using gilded pieces of glass. 

For a bespoke decorative splashback try Decorum Est. 
Nkuku Bahima wire basket, £30, John Lewis, has this look 


BH 




THE PROPERTY 

Mid-terrace, built in 1934 
LOCATION EastSussex 
ROOMS Hall, sitting 
room, kitchen-diner, three 
bedrooms, bathroom 
PURCHASED 2008 
PREVIOUS PROPERTY 
‘Before moving here, we lived 
in a two-bedroom house in 
Brighton,' says Emily. 


DINING AREA 
The wood furniture beautifully 
complements Emily's abstract artwork 

For a similar table and chairs try the 
roundette dining set, £3,200, Orange & 
Brown Modern Antiques. Painting, from 
£i,ooo, Emily Swift-Jones 
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SITTING ROOM 
A fireplace and tactile fabrics 
make this area warm and inviting. 

Adam New England fire surround, 
£349, Fireplace World, is a match. 
Cushions, from £70 each, Adriana 
Gentile Woven Textiles ^ 


A rtist Emily 

Swift' Jones has 
overseen the 
specialist decorating 
of a new gallery in Buckingham 
Palace, created glorious paint 
finishes in hotels such as The 
Savoy and gilded a multimillion 
pound apartment in Monte 
Carlo. So decorating her own 
home in East Sussex was a walk 
in the park by comparison. 

When Emily and her partner 
John Steels moved into their 
three'bedroom terraced, she 
worked her way through every 
room creating extraordinary 
wall finishes, wood effects 
and decorative glass. But that 
was only after the property had 
been completely renovated. 

‘Apart from having double 
glazing put in, the house hadn’t 
changed since it was built in 
the 193 os,’ explains Emily. 

‘There was a separate dining 


room and all the other areas 
seemed dark and dated.’ 

To modernise the property, 
the couple decided to knock 
down the dividing wall between 
the kitchen and dining room 
to create a large open-plan space, 
and install contemporary 
cabinetry and hi' tech appliances. 
They also replaced an existing 
window with glass patio doors, 
which allow more light in and 
direct access to the garden, 
and fitted a new bathroom 
suite upstairs. All the plumbing 
and electrics were updated and 
the walls replastered. Many of 
the rooms now feature Emily’s 
specialist paint treatment. 

‘I tend to do most of the 
DI Y work,’ she says. ‘Eor many 
years, I was employed as a 
decorative artist on building 
sites, so I picked up quite a few 
skills along the way. By doing so 
much ourselves, we’ve saved a 


fortune. John and I lived in 
chaos for about a year because 
a great deal of it had to be done 
during weekends and evenings. 
At one point, we had to take it 
in turns holding a drainpipe, 
coming from the shower upstairs, 
over the kitchen sink so we didn’t 
flood the place every time we 
had a bath. It was all good fun.’ 

Eortunately, Emily and John 
share similar tastes in decor and 
there is little they disagree over. 

‘I trust Emily to always come 
up with something beautiful, 
because she has the training, 
experience and the vision,’ says 
John. ‘The house has become 
modern and comfortable with 
a touch of Art Deco thrown in.’ 

Emily also bought a lot 
of the furniture, particularly the 
i9$os and 1960s pieces, online. 
‘I’m a stickler for detail so I’m 
drawn towards unusual sofas, 
tables, ceramics and finishes,’ 


she says. ‘I will spend months 
searching for the right thing.’ 

Today, Emily is focused 
on painting and her canvases 
fill the walls with colour and 
interest. After using the dining 
area as a place to work, she now 
paints in the garden studio they 
recently bought. ‘Earge paintings 
work well in small spaces,’ says 
Emily. ‘We often use my artwork 
as inspiration for a colour scheme. 
The design effects I’ve made 
for the walls and ceilings are 
subtle, but they add something 
unique to each room.’ 

Meanwhile, the house 
continues to evolve as Emily and 
John bring more bargains, one'off 
finds and unique art into the 
mix. ‘We don’t like it to stand 
still,’ says Emily. ‘Nor do we buy 
for a particular look. We combine 
antiques with retro, and textured 
plaster with gold leaf It makes 
for an interesting home.’ ® 
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1930S TERRACE | 25BH 



MASTER BEDROOM 


An elegant window treatment and 
silk bedding create a luxurious look. 

For a similar bedspread try the Albany 
collection, £275, The White Company. 
Antiques Atlas sells French tapestry-style 
chairs like this one, from £175 



« 




FAVOURITE ITEMS ‘I wouldn't part with either of the paintings 
in the sitting room - they were designed for the space' 


GUEST BEDROOM 
Watery tones look restful. 

Try the Georgian chest of 
drawers, £1,295, Antiques 
World. Reflections painting 
by Emily Swift-Jones, £850 






AIR CORDLESS LIFT 


Lift out cylinder for cleaning 
stairs, cars and around 
the home. 


vax AIR™ CORDLESS LIFT 


PORTABLE. POWERFUL. 

AND NO CORD TO GET 
IN YOUR WAY. 


Part of the 

Vax Cordless family 


Battery powered with 60 
minute run time* 

Cyclone Technology delivers 
constant powerful suction** 


vaxcordless.co.uk/25 


Lithium 

Life 


t I^Hck up performance compared to leading GfK handsticks Dec 2013. Wilton carpet. 

* Combined average runtime using two batteries across carpets and hard floors. Standard Mode. Results for individual floor types may vary. 
^ '■Per lEC ‘60312-1 1st Edition, Clause 5.9. Machine must be maintained as per instructed in the user guide. To max fill line. 





Escape to the 

COUNTRY 




THE PROPERTY Two farm 
cottages, converted into one 
LOCATION West Ireland 
ROOMS Sitting room, 
dining room, kitchen, three 
bedrooms, bathroom 
PURCHASED 1994 
PREVIOUS PROPERTY 
‘Before here, I lived in a London 
townhouse,’ says Jacqueline. 


Inspired by the remarkable surroundings of County Kerry, Jacqueline 
O’Driscoll took on the challenge of reviving two dilapidated cottages 


FEATURE PENNY CRAWFORD-COLLINS 
PHOTOGRAPHY PHILIP LAUTERBACH 




L iving in London, artist Jacqueline 
O’Driscoll had always enjoyed 
escaping from the city and 
holidaying in County Kerry in 
Ireland, so it wasn’t long before she 
considered buying a home there. ‘The 
surroundings are very inspiring for my 
landscape paintings,’ she explains. 

‘About 20 years ago, I was walking 
with friends in the area and we came 
across two derelict cottages,’ continues 
Jacqueline. ‘I discovered they’d been 
unoccupied for 3$ years, but they were 
still full of old furniture and horse hair 
mattresses.’ However, the scenery and the 
rural idyll eclipsed the cottages’ sad state. 

Jacqueline was completely smitten, so 
she decided to buy both the properties 
and, with the help of local builder Gerald 
Sheehan, she spent the next two years 
renovating them and knocking them into 
one. ‘It was a huge task as absolutely 
everything needed doing,’ explains 
Jacqueline. ‘There was no water or 
electricity, and I had to fit a septic tank 
and find the old well, which I managed 
to do with the help of Gerald’s mother, 
who remembered where it was located.’ 

To treat the damp, the first task was to 
hire a digger to create gravehfilled trenches 
so water could drain away easily. Then the 
walls were lime plastered to allow them to 
breathe. New central heating was installed 
and windows and flooring were replaced. 
The older of the two cottages — originally 
used to house animals — had a clay floor, so 


FAVOURITE ITEM '/ love the woodburning stove in the sitting room, which was made locally 



1 MEZZANINE 
This extra level 
takes advantage of 
space in the eaves. 

Dorset Camomile 
dining table, £i,ooo, 
Laura Ashley, is 
similar. Herringbone 
throw, £89, John 
Lewis, is a match 

2 SITTING 
ROOM 

The fireplace is a 
strong focal point in 
this unfussy scheme. 

Stove, from £500, 
RockHopper Stoves. 
Three leg oak stool, 
from £60, Rose & 
Grey, is near-identical. 
Raja Kilim rug would 


work here, £299, The 
Rugs Warehouse 

3 DINING 
ROOM 

An eclectic mix of 
furniture makes this 
area inviting. 

Refectory oak table, 
£1,050; Refectory oak 
chair, £400, both 
Laura Ashley, are 
comparable 

4 KITCHEN 

^1 love recycling old 
items for a rustic 
feel/ says Jacqueline. 

Wood painted in 
Cooking Apple Green 
estate eggshell, £53 for 
2.5 litres, Farrow & Ball 





a damp course had to be laid before new 
flooring could be fitted, and the roof was 
replaced, d wanted to use local materials 
wherever possible,’ says Jacqueline, 
d sourced slate from Valentia Island and 
the wooden beams were made nearby’ 

Jacqueline decided to link the two 
cottages with a small corridor and, for 
additional bedroom space, she built a 
mezzanine with roof lanterns. In order to 
keep the cottages as light as possible, she 
stuck to whitewashed walls punctuated 
with greens and blues, d did introduce a 
darker shade in the dining room. It was 
actually the original colour for this space 
and it creates a nice contrast,’ she says. 

A local carpenter made the kitchen, 
which Jacqueline wanted to be as authentic 
as possible, d kept as much of the old 
furniture as I could, which I treated for 
woodworm and painted in classic hues,’ 
she says, d also went to auctions, sourcing 
old items for a lived-in look, and I was 
given a few pieces from other residents.’ 

Just after Jacqueline finished the 
renovation, one of the children of 
the original owners called in. ‘He took 
photos to send to his mother who was in 
her nineties and living in Canada,’ she 
says. ‘She was surprised to recognise her 
furniture and amazed it was still in use.’ 

Nowadays, Jacqueline spends most of 
her time in this idyllic spot. ‘The landscape 
is ever^changing and it’s so beautiful,’ she 
says. ‘Renovating the cottages was a huge 
amount of work, but I’m glad I did it.’ ® 



from an old cast-iron buoy - it makes the room really cosy and has so much character' 


5 MASTER 
BEDROOM 

Blue hues create 
a calm ambience. 

Lambswool throw in 
duck egg blue, £63, 
Northlight. Hemnes 
bedside table, £40; 
Arstid lamp, £i6, both 
Ikea, suit this style 

6 GUEST 
BEDROOM 

Tongue-and-groove 
panelling adds 
character here. 

For a similar bed try 
Oliver Bonze design, 
£375, Feather & 
Black. Tweedmill pure 
new wool rainbow 
stripe throw, £50, 


Anna Davies, is 
near-identical 

7 GUEST 
BEDROOM 

Painted floorboards 
define each area. 

Knitted throw in red, 
£39, John Lewis 

8 BATHROOM 

By just using one 
hue, this compact 
space feels larger. 

Room painted in 
Parma Gray estate 
eggshell, £53 for 2.5 
litres, Farrow & Ball. 
For details on letting 
the cottage, please 
contact jacqueline 
odriscolh@gmail.com 



FOR STOCKIST DETAILS GO TO PAGE 147 




Floorcovering shown: Wool Fabulous, one of many beautiful, 
tactile designs within our extensive Wool range. 


A FINISHING TOUCH YOU CAN REALLY FEEL. 

Our natural floorcoverings aren't just beautiful. They’re caressable. 

From the soft and lush to the rugged and textural, they’ll add 
another dimension to your room. Order your free sample today at 
crucial-trading.com - and then challenge yourself to put it down again. 


FROM THE PUBLISHERS OF HOUSETOHOME 

^ Fumiturecfc 


The curated 
online 
marketplace 
for preloved 
furniture 




Creative Floorcoverings & Rugs by 

CRUCIAL TRADING 


Visit 

furnitureetc.co.uk 
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WHERE TO BUY 

October’s list of contact numbers and web addresses 


A Abbeyhorn 01524 782387, 
^\abbeyhorn.co.uk 
Aga 0845 712 5207, agaliving.com 
Alexander & Pearl 
020 85080411, 
alexanderandpearl.co.uk 
Alexander Lamont 
alexanderlamont.com 
Allposters.co.uk 020 8435 6555 
Alternative Flooring 01264 335111, 
alternativeflooring.com 
Amara 0800 587 7645, amara.com 
Andrew Martin 020 7225 5100, 
andrewmartin.co.uk 
Anglepoise 02392 224450, 
anglepoise.com 
Anna Davies 01690 710292, 
annadavies.co.uk 
Annie Sloan 01865 713089, 
anniesloan.co.uk 

Another Country 020 7486 3251, 

anothercountry.com 

Antique-Atlas.com 0161 613 5714 

Anton & K 07875 911776, 

antonandk.co.uk 

Artifact Lighting 02381 943014, 

artifact-lighting.com 

Aspace 03458 722500, aspace.co.uk 

Aston Matthews 020 7226 7220, 

astonmatthews.co.uk 

Atlantic Shopping 0121 230 1644, 

atlanticshopping.co.uk 

Atkin and Thyme 0844 409 9834, 

atkinandthyme.co.uk 

Ayers & Graces 01582 536760, 

ayersandgraces.com 

B B&Q 0333 014 3098, diy.com 
Barge Tiles 01342 833470, 
bargetiles.co.uk 

Bathroom Heaven 020 7812 1300, 
bathroomheaven.com 
Bathstore 0800 023 2323, 
bathstore.com 

BB Design House 0845 680 1033, 

bbdesignhouse.com 

Bespoke Lights 01643 707505, 

bespokelights.co.uk 

Blumson Timber Centre 

020 8594 3074, 

blumsomtimbercentre.com 

Borderline 020 8690 4888, 

borderlinecps.com 

Bumpstuff 020 7249 7000, 

bumpstuff.com 

C Cabbages & Roses 

02073527333, 

cabbagesandroses.com 

Cake Storage Tins 

cakestoragetins.org.uk 

Calligaris calligaris.co.uk 

Cath Kidston 0845 026 2440, 

cathkidston.com 

Ceramica Tiles 020 8397 6284, 

ceramicatiles.com 

Cercis Landscapes 020 8985 8885, 

cercis.co.uk 

Chesney’s 020 7627 1410, 
chesneys.co.uk 

Christopher Farr 020 7349 0888, 

christopherfarr.com 

Clarke & Clarke clarke-clarke.com 

Class Glass 0116 3193 935, 

classglass.net 

Clearview Stoves 01588 650401, 
clearviewstoves.com 
Clickbasin.co.uk 01772 671354 


Cluck Cluck! 07973 724956, 
cluckcluck.biz 

CMC Workshop 01992 676330, 

cncworkshop.co.uk 

Cole & Son 020 8442 8844, 

cole-and-son.com 

Cox & Cox 0844 858 0744, 

coxandcox.co.uk 

Crown French Furniture 0115 837 
4024, crownfrenchfurniture.co.uk 
Crucial Trading 01562 743747, 
crucial-trading.com 

D Debenhams 0844 800 8877, 
debenhams.com 

Decor Diva Interiors 07885 377205, 

decordivainteriors.com 

Decor Bristol 07866 758020, 

decor-bristol.co.uk 

De La Cuona 01753 830301, 

delecuona.co.uk 

Design Icons 0845 241 3500, 

designicons.co.uk 

Delcor 0191 237 1303, delcor.co.uk 

Designers Guild 020 7351 5775, 

designersguild.com 

Designerpaint 01323 430886, 

designerpaint.com 

Dimplex 0844 879 3588, 

dimplex.co.uk 

Dublin Flea Market dublinflea.ie 
Dulux 0333 222 7171, dulux.co.uk 
Dunelm 0345 165 6565, 
dunelm-mill.com 

E Eden Garden Rooms 

08000935339, 
edengardenrooms.co.uk 
Edwin & Gray 07515 286685, 
edwinandgray.co.uk 
Emily Swift-Jones 01903 210410, 
emilyswiftjones.com 
Ercol 01844 271800, ercol.com 
Etsy etsy.com 

F Farrow & Ball 01202 876141, 
farrow-ball.com 

Fashion Interiors 02476 011299, 

fashioninteriors.co.uk 

Feather & Black 01243 380600, 

featherandblack.com 

Fired Earth 0845 293 8798, 

firedearth.com 

Fireplace World 0844 880 9300, 

fireplaceworld.co.uk 

Fishpools 01992 636465, 

fishpools.co.uk 

Furniturei23 08719 841924, 

furniture123.co.uk 

G Garden Trading 

0845 6084448, 
gardentrading.co.uk 
Graham and Green 
020 89873700, 
grahamandgreen.co.uk 

H Habitat 0344 499 1111, 
habitat.co.uk 

Hammonds Upholstery 01302 
618228, hammondsupholstery.co.uk 
Hayles & Howe 0117 972 7200, 
haylesandhowe.co.uk 
HeaPs 020 7896 7451, heals.co.uk 
Hier Pour Domain antiquites- 
hierpourdemain.com 
Homebase 0345 077 8888, 
homebase.co.uk 


Homesense 01923 473561, 

homesense.com 

Houseology 0330 363 0330, 

houseology.com 

House of Fraser 0345 602 1073, 

houseoffraser.co.uk 

House of Hackney 020 7613 5559, 

houseofhackney.com 

Howdens howdens.com 

HV Bowen & Sons 01938 810460, 

hvbowen.co.uk 

I Ian Mankin 020 7722 0997, 
ianmankin.co.uk 
Ikea 020 3645 0000, ikea.com 
Industry industrydesign.ie 
In-House 00 353 1850 212 214, 
in-house. ie 

Izzy Roope izzy.roope@hotmail.com 

J James Yeo 01271 812882, 
jamesyeocabinetmakers.co.uk 
Jasmine Silk 01784 465408, 
jasminesilk.com 

Jaybee Sofaworks 00353 1830 9658, 

sofasireland.com 

Jim Lawrence 01473 826685, 

jim-lawrence.co.uk 

John Lewis 0345 604 9049, 

johnlewis.com 

J0tuljotul.com 

Joulesjoules.com 

Joyce Stove Shop 00 353 933 4200, 
stoveshop.ie 

Junk Deluxe 07963 892041, 
junkdeluxe.co.uk 

K KarPs Furniture 

0035316260600, 
karisfurniture.ie 
Kellets Oldcastle 
00 353 49854 1488, respabeds.ie 
Kelly Hoppen 020 7471 3350, 
kellyhoppeninteriors.com 

L Lagoon 020 7129 1309, 
vivalagoon.com 
Laura Ashley 0333 200 8009, 
lauraashley.com 
Lawrence Lyons 01437 762945, 
lawrencelyons.com 
Lefroy Brooks 01992 708316, 
lefroybrooks.co.uk 
Les Couilles du Chien 020 8968 
0099, lescouillesduchien.com 
Les Toiles du Soleil 
00 33 146 330 016, toiles-du-soleil.com 
Lewis & Wood 01453 878517, 
lewisandwood.co.uk 
LinenMe 020 8133 3853, linenme.com 
Little Greene 0845 880 5855, 
littlegreene.com 
Loaf 0845 468 0697, loaf.com 
Lombok 020 7736 5171, lombok.co.uk 
Lovely & Co 01273 473451, 
lovelyandco.co.uk 
Ludlow Stoves 01 584 861 628, 
ludlowstoves.co.uk 

M Made 0344 2571888, made.com 
Made With Love Designs 
madewithlovedesigns.co.uk 
Maisons du Monde 0808 234 2172, 
maisonsdumonde.com 
Majid Antiques 
boutiquemajid.com 
Mandarin Stone 01600 715444, 
mandarinstone.com 


Marble 2 Marvel 01424 851888, 

marble2marvel.c0.uk 

Maroque 01449 723133, 

maroque.co.uk 

Mayfair Furniture 

01733310115, 

mayfairfurnitureclearance.co.uk 
Melin Tregwynt 01348 891225, 
melintregwynt.co.uk 
Meri Meri 01242 575868, 
merimeri.com 

Mirrorfit.co.uk 020 8675 8584 
Mirrorman 020 7258 3050, 
mirrormanmirrors.com 
Mors0 morso.co.uk 

N NB Studio 020 7633 9046, 
nbstudio.co.uk 

Nest 0114 243 3000, nest.co.uk 
Neville Johnson 
0161 873 8333, 
nevillejohnson.co.uk 
Newgate 01691 679994, 
newgateclocks.com 
Next 0333 777 8000, next.co.uk 
Next Domestic Appliances 
0333 777 8907, 

nextdomesticappliances.co.uk 

Nick Fraser 07737 367 419, 

nickfraser.co.uk 

Nicky Heard 07887 950959, 

nickyheard.co.uk 

Nic Westermann 

01650 511715, 

nicwestermann.co.uk 

Northlightnorthlighthomestore.com 

Notonthehighstreet.com 

0345 259 1359 

O Oak Furnitureland 

08004402254, 
oakfurnitureland.co.uk 
Oka 0844 815 7380, okadirect.com 
Old Boot 020 7736 3738, 
oldbootsofas.com 
Orange & Brown Modern 
Antiques 0117 914 7973, 
orangeandbrown.co.uk 
Original Style 01392 473004, 
originalstyle.com 
Ormston Saint 0845 606 0304, 
ormstonsaint-antiquefurniture.co.uk 
Osborne & Little 020 8812 3000, 
osborneandlittle.com 
Osprey London 01582 877205, 
ospreylondon.com 
Out There Interiors 
020 8099 7443, 
outthereinteriors.com 
Oxfam oxfam.org.uk 

P Paint & Paper 01603 400777, 
paint-paper.co.uk 
Pamments co.uk 01379 674595 
Paper Rooms 01444 230844, 
paperrooms.co.uk 
Pineland Furniture 01299 271143, 
pineland.co.uk 
Pippa Murray Design 
pippamurraydesign.com 
Plumbworld 01386 800723, 
plumbworld.co.uk 
Poliform 020 7368 7600, 
poliformuk.com 
Primrose 0118 903 5210, 
primrose.co.uk 

Puji 020 8886 3000, puji.com 
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R Robel 020 7254 4116, 
robel.co.uk 

RockHopper Stoves 

00353 669475879, 

rockhopperstoves.com 
Rose & Grey 01619 268763, 
roseandgrey.co.uk 

S Sanderson 

0844 5439500, 
sanderson-uk.com 
Sarah Majury sarahmajury.co.uk 
Scaramanga 
01334657642, 
scaramangashop.co.uk 
Schofield and Grafter 
01892520730 
Selling Antiques 
sellingantiques.co.uk 
7 Upholstery 020 7613 4925, 
7uph0lstery.c0.uk 
Shabby Store 01509 323102, 
shabbystore.co.uk 
Shellshock Designs 
020 89521345, 
shellshockdesigns.co.uk 
Sian Colley Soft Furnishings 
07967 489498, facebook.com/ 
siancolleysoftfurnishings 
Silestone 01256 761 229, 
silestone.co.uk 
Simon Moorhouse Fine 
Furniture 01686 411105 
Simply Bar Stools 0117 330 2277, 
simplybarstools.co.uk 
Skandi Home skandihome.com 
Skim Coat 01142 391339, 
skimcoat.co.uk 
SleepKings 0844 686 7867, 
sleepkings.co.uk 
Sleepland Beds 
01244823107, 
sleeplandbeds.co.uk 
Smet 03339001010, 
staircasesofdistinction.com 
Sofa.com 0345 400 2222 
Sofas & Stuff 0808 178 3211, 
sofasandstuff.com 
SofaSofa 01495 244266, 
sofasofa.co.uk 

Sofa Workshop 0800 230 0048, 

sofaworkshop.com 

Soulful Stays 00 353 5677 28307, 

soulfulstays.ie 

Southsea Deckchairs 

02392 652865, deckchairs.co.uk 

St Jude’s 01 603 662951 

stjudesfabric.co.uk 

Stone & Ceramic Warehouse 

020 8993 5545, 

stoneandceramicwarehouse.co.uk 

Studio Modern 020 3714 2526, 

studiomodern.co.uk 

Sweetpea & Willow 0345 257 2627, 

sweetpeaandwillow.com 

T Talking Tables 020 7627 6767, 
talkingtables.co.uk 
Tesco 0800 323 4050, tesco.com 
Textile Express 01691 670562, 
textileexpressfabrics.co.uk 
The Basket Company 
01202 422600, 
thebasketcompany.com 
The Cast Iron Bath Company 
01723 585896, castironbath.co.uk 
The Chandelier & Mirror 
Company 01892 541355, 
chancleliersandmirrors.co.uk 
The Clubhouse 01903 883137, 
clubhouseinteriors.co.uk 
The Conran Shop 
0844 848 4000, 
conranshop.co.uk 
The Cotswold Company 
0333 200 1725, cotswoldco.com 
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The Lighting Company 

01643 707505, 

lightingcompany.co.uk 
The Marble & Granite 
Centre 01895 820883, 
themarbleandgranitecentre.co.uk 
The Panelling Centre in-house.ie 
The Reclaimed Flooring 
Company 0845 371 6131, 
reclaimedflooringco.com 
The Rugs Warehouse 
0845 643 6652, 
therugswarehouse.co.uk 
The Tartan Blanket Co. 

0131 516 9229, 

tartanblanketco.com 

The White Company 

020 3758 9222, 

thewhitecompany.com 

Thornback & Peel 020 78312 878, 

thornbackandpeel.co.uk 

Tile Mountain 01782 223822, 

tilemountain.co.uk 

Tiles & Bathrooms Online 

01234324592, 

tilesandbathrooms online.co.uk 

TK Maxx 01923 473561, tkmaxx.com 

Tons of Tiles 01752 785623, 

tonsoftiles.co.uk 

Topps Tiles 0800 0234703, 

toppstiles.co.uk 

Traditional Oak and Timber Co 

01825 723648, tradoak.com 
Twenty Twenty 01952 727952, 
twenty-twenty.co.uk 


U Unfitted 01608 650065, 
unfitted.co.uk 

Unto This Last 020 7613 0882, 

untothislast.co.uk 

Urban Cottage Industries 

0207193 2119, 
urbancottageindustries.com 


V Victorian Plumbing 

08008620878, 
victorianplumbing.co.uk 
Villa Nova 01623 756699, 
villanova.co.uk 

Vincent and Barn 0118 328 7088, 

vincentandbarn.co.uk 

Vintage Retro 0191 428 2466, 

vintageretro.co.uk 

Vita Interiors 01225 812317, 

vita-interiors.com 


W Wallpaper Direct 

01323 430886, 
wallpaperdirect.com 
Walls and Floors 01536 314730, 
wallsandfloors.co.uk 
Wardour Workshops 
01747854300, 
wardourworkshops.com 
Wayfair wayfair.co.uk 
West Elm 020 7637 9150, 
westelm.co.uk 
Wharfside 020 7253 3206, 
wharfside.co.uk 
Willow and Stone 
01326311388, 
willowandstone.co.uk 
Wickes 0330 123 4123, 
wickes.co.uk 
Woodpecker Interiors 
0121 288 1897, 
woodpeckerinteriors.co.uk 
Wyevale Garden Centres 
0344 2723000, 
wyevalegardencentres.co.uk 


Z Zedds 0844 8000 866, 
zedds.co.uk 
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ESCORTED ITALIAN 
LAKE TOURS 


with departures up to October 2015 and from April to October 2016 



LAKE COMO, ST MORITZ 
& THE BERNINA EXPRESS 


Eight days^ half board from £829 pp | 


Discover idyllic villas 
in Lake Como 



Eight days’ half board from £599 pp 


EAKE GARDA, VENICE 
& VERONA 



Take in stunning Lake Como and experience 
one of Europe’s most scenic train journeys, 
through the Swiss Alps to St Moritz. 


Enjoy some of the finest sights in northern 
Italy, including the snow capped Italian Alps, 
Verona, Venice, and the beautiful Lake Garda. 


This fully^escorted tour visits Lake Maggiore 
— straddling both Italy and Switzerland, it was 
once a favourite of Hemingway and Chaplin. 


THE PRICE INCLUDES: 

■ Return flights from a selection of 
UK airports, taxes and transfers 

■ Seven nights’ half board in a handpicked 
four-star hotel 

■ Comprehensive tour of St Moritz 
and Lake Maggiore, and experience the 
Bernina Express rail journey 

■ Enjoy a lake cruise to Bellagio and a visit to 
Villa del Balbianello and its beautiful gardens 

■ Escorted by an experienced tour manager 


THE PRICE INCLUDES: 

■ Return flights from a selection of 
UK airports, taxes and transfers 

■ Seven nights’ half board in a handpicked 
lakefront hotel 

■ Comprehensive tour of Italy’s largest 
lake. Lake Garda, some of the world’s most 
finest alpine scenery at the Dolomites, the 
great city of Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet, 
Verona, and enchanting Venice 

■ Escorted by an experienced tour manager 


THE PRICE INCLUDES: 

■ Return flights from a selection of 
UK airports, taxes and transfers 

■ Seven nights’ half board in a 
four-star hotel 

■ Comprehensive tour of Isola Bella, Zermatt 
in the Swiss Alps viewing the Matterhorn, 
Lake Como, Lake Orta, Orta San Giulio, a ride 
on the famous Centovalli railway and a cruise 
on Lake Maggiore to chic Locarno 

— Escorted by an experienced tour manager 


TERMS ANDCONDITIONS Additional entrance costs may apply. Prices are per 
person, based on two sharing and subject to finite availability. Images used in 
conjunction with Riviera Travel. Offer operated by and subject to the booking conditions 
of Riviera Travel Ltd ABTA V4744, ATOL 3430, a company wholly independent of 
25 Beautiful Homes, published by Time Inc. (UK) Ltd 25 Beautiful Homes will collect your 
personal information to process your order and alert you of news, new products, services 
and offers available from 25 Beautiful Homes and from Time Inc. (UK) Ltd by email, phone 
or post. You can unsubscribe from emails by clicking unsubscribe from within the email. 





For your FREE Riviera colour brochure please complete the coupon below and 
send to Riviera Travel, New Manor, 328 Wetmore Rd, Burton-on-Trent, Staffs DEi4 iSP 


Please send me your River Cruise brochure C] and/or your Escorted Tours brochure D 


Title: Name: 

Address: 

Postcode: 

Email: .Phone: 


Book or call for a brochure: 
01283 743370 or visit tbhriviera.co.uk 


25 Beautiful Homes, published by Time Inc. (UK) Ltd will collect your personal information 
to process your order and alert you of news, new products, services and offers available from 
25 Beautiful Homes and from Time Inc. (UK) Ltd by email, phone or post. You can unsubscribe 
from emails by clicking unsubscribe from within the email. Please tick here O 
if you prefer not to be contacted by phone or post. CodeiTBH 





naked? 


LEMIS 


20% off unique 
interiors and gifts at 
Graham and Green 


Save £50 on your golf break 
plus get a FREE box of Srixon 
golf balls worth £19.99 


n^o% bespoke lifes^le 
gifts at Apatchy 


Enjoy an exclusive 20%^ 
discount on Elemis.com 



20%|^ftanning 



packages and lotions^ 
at the Tanning Shop 

■51 lann^igj 
^ bllOp 



WIN A STATE-OF-THE-ART PATIO HEATER 
WORTH £499 FROM HOTSPRIN G 

More Rewards online 


^ HotSpring 

iiWT ifcrji trartf Mttl "■ 


Every month enjoy new offers, giveaways and prizes, included FREE with your subscription. 


Plus, access to the digital version for iPad and iPhone* - with all of this, your subscription will pay for itself in no time. 


Join Rewards today at 

rewards.25beautifulhomes.co.uk 

Not a subscriber? Visit our sister website magazinesdirect.com for the latest offers. 


The Rewards scheme is available for all active print subscribers of magazines published by Time Inc. UK, free of charge. Closing dates apply to each partner offer, please seethe website for more details. 
Full terms and conditions are available at mymagazinerewards.co.uk. For enquiries contact rewards@quadrantsubs.com or call 0330 333 0233 between 08.30am to 17.30pm (GMT) Monday to Friday. 
*The digital version comes free with the print edition of your subscription and is available strictly on a trial basis. Time Inc. (U K) Ltd reserves the right to withdraw free access to the digital version at any time. 





love your home 


25 Beautiful 

i HOMES 


I 


I 


J 





lace 


Looking to buy something for 
your home? You'll find it in our 
easy-to-follow guide 


MARKETPLACE CATEGORIES^ 


160 Air Conditioning 

159 Architectural Glass 
Structure 

161 Bathrooms 

161 Conservatories 

158 Beds & Bedding 

160 Fabrics and 
Decoration 

1 60 Fires & Fireplaces 

159 Floor Coverings 


152 Furniture 

159 Garden Furniture 

157 Home Improvements 

158 Home Interiors 

160 Kitchens 

157 Lighting 

157 Sofas & Sofa beds 

159 Staircases 

160 Window Stylings 

161 Windows 


I 





Tweet us @HomelnterestAds or call 0203 148 2261 




/ Why not \ 
visit our oniine 
interiors 
directory at 
housetohome. 
co.uk/directory 
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GREAT BRmSH SOFAS 


To advertise here or on our online directory, please call 020 3148 2261, or email homeinterestclassified@timeinc.com 




FURNITURE 




9 

Willow &> Hall 



Over 35 years Extensive fabric Luxury 14cm deep Exceptional value 

of quality British and customisation mattresses on all compared to the 

craftsmanship options our sofa beds high street 


Sofa Beds | Sofas | Beds 


Call us on 0845 468 0577 

or visit willowandhall.co.uk/25 to request free samples, a catalogue and showroom information 



lira 


SALE 

NOWON 


INTEREST FREE 
CREDIT 

0% 

REPRESENTTATIVE 




^ FREE 2015 i 

tm - BROCHURE 

Available NOW ^ 

QUOTEftERBHQMESMOl M 


rfTRUSTPLOl 


WWW.SOFAS BYSAXON.COM 

01204 368410 


OVER SOQ REVIEWS 
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FURNITURE 





) experience rurnTture at its tinest visit us in stoi 

0191237 1303 WWW.DELCOR.CO. UK 


NORTHUMBERLAND I LONDON I HARROGATE I LINCOLNSHIRE T CHESHIRE 



a delicious 

slice of couritrv life 



CW. KH tiiilna lutpiplieU. Ifcw qi d tfr 1^, ^ 

0|44l?93fifl Fsr IP2[IiZ7flif4D tdi lifliwJMHs u w tk iLajil 
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Beautiful metal furniture made in the heart of England 



01400 281280 

benningtonmetalfurniture.co.uk 


Bennington 


To advertise here or on our online directory, please call 020 3148 2261, or email homeinterestclassified@timeinc.com 







FURNITURE 




Lovely Sofas. 

by SAXON 

SaKOfi Fwnilwe Ud,. ManchesiCT' Road. Botton, BL3 3NZ 

Tel: 3^*8413 


SUMMER SALE NOW ON 

SAVE 20% ON ALL 
BATHROOM VANITY UNITS 



French & English Ba t hroom Vanity Units 
Single, Double & Bespoke Designs 
Solid Marble Tops 
Toto Bowls 

Finished in any paint colour of your choice 

Blackswanfurniture.co.iik 
Tel: 01279 718907 




NEW FROM THOMAS LLOYD 

QUALITY LEAraER SOFAS AND CHAIRS DIRECT 
FROM THE FACTORY 


FOR A FREE COLOUR BROCHURE 

CALL 01443 771222 or click 
www.thomaslloyd.com 


NEW VINTAGE CAMBRIDGE 3 SEATER SOFA 
WAS £1599 - NOW £1099 


'I'HE 

DOR MY 
HOUSE 



We design and make practical, stylish furniture, clever storage solutions and 
beautiful soft furnishings, for every room in the house. Our unique service 
means that they can all be made to complement your home perfectly. 



To find out more call 01264 365808 for a brochure or 
visit www.thedormyhouse.com 
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OakrTdge 

SOFAS & CHAIRS DIRECT 


For a free brochure call 

01685 844944 

www.oakridgedirect.co.uk 




FURNITURE 


REMOVABLE, WASHABLE AND 
NOW EVEN MORE AFFORDABLE 


Newport sofa was £439 - now only £329 

• No risk money back 21 day home trial 
• 5 year hardwood frame warranty 

• Delivered direct from ourfactory to your living room 

• All made in Great Britain • Delivery within 4 weeks 

• Over 20 sofa designs in fabric and leather 
• Direct from the manufacturer prices 


TRADITIONALLY 

THE FINEST FURNITURE 
DIRECT FROM THE MANUFACTURER 




WWW. kirkdale . co. uk 

FORA FREE BROCHURE CALL 01495 243999 
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Handmade irf BfTtain 


^ric in the World 


Alwinton Sofa in Walloon Stripe 


sofasandstuff.com 0808 178 3211 


West Sussex, London, Manchester, Tunbridge Wells, Gloucestershire, Hungerford, Basingstoke, Edinburgh, Leeds, Harrogate, Bishop’s Stortford 


;L 

ill 

ill > 
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SOFAS AND SOFA BEDS 


LIGHTING 


Jeremy Hill Furnishings 



Designed and handmade furniture in Somerset 
jeremyhillfurnishings.co.uk 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS 




Clifford Lewis 


www.cliffordlewis.co.uk 

Telephone: 0! >- I Email: . 'jj- "•Tr ■ oh; . 


pedigree lamps, mongrel prices 


frtlf ’■ 

|g|t“ 




, r— 4 


•Tl 


- I 


■i. '1^ 

<1^ 




t 




www.pooky.com 


?r- r 


r-vV -^V 


ft 


Lighting the way it should be... 




5^: 


i 




m 


www.darlighting.co.uk 

sales@darlighting.co.uk | 01 295 672200 
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HOME INTERIORS 


Cast Iron Stoves 


BUCKINGHAM 


£298.80 


Great 

Looking 

Styles 


Selling 
Top Quality 
Stoves in the 
UK for over 
20 years 





Burn Wood 
or Coal 

Big Stocks of 
Flue Pipes dr 
Accessories 


All Stoves conform to EN13240 



WENTWORTH £395 ■98 REGAL II £422.80 


BARREL £250-80 


SEE THE FULL RANGE IN-STORE OR ONLINE 

GEaSupERSTOREsl “I" ^ machinemart.co.uk 

^00 NATIONWIDE I MAIL ORDER: 01 1 5 956 5555 


Afdehiiui Afort 


BEDS & BEDDING 
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BEDS & BEDDING 


RAPHAEL 

; - . : \i t 

WWW H AI >H A E l^H O 1 1:. ( ' f ) I K 


*r 



MICH KND KURNrrURK ATIMfiM STKKKT I’HICRS 
CONTACT^j RM>i lAKI .1 lOME.CO. UK 01344 205670 


warren-euan^xom 1 020 7693 0908 



j 


fo% OFF 

SALE 



I 


1 


'SLATTED- 

DOUBLE BED 


'1390 


Our 'Meadow' 

2000 Pocket Sprung A AC 
double mattress 


ik* it** ■*#**■* 

eriattress quiMitv mattr^s^ range vatuo 
Whkh? memfewi ^rvey June C^iaQ 



Hand-crafted to 
last for a lifetime 


f fi her/ i/t'jrfyj'i.s m 

- Free delivery and instolFciticn 

• Money back promise 

* 10 yeor guarantee 

01777 869 669 

mvw. revivBlbcds.co.iJ k 


To advertise here or on our online directory, please call 020 3148 2261, or email homeinterestclassified@timeinc.com 








ARCHITECTURAL GLASS STRUCTURES 


I place 



FLOOR COVERINGS 


Mark( 


GARDEN FURNITURE 

British made ironwork 



catalogue available 

01225 851577 

garden-requisites.co.uk 


GARDEN 

REQUISITES 


STAIRCASES 




The right staircase can really bring out the 
beauty of your home. We make it easier 
than ever to update your existing staircase 
by giving it a complete design makeover - 

in as little as 48 hours. Get inspired. 
Call now for a free design visit. 


F Contemporary and 
classic styles 

F Wood, metal, glass and 
lighting options 

F No structural work needed 
F Nationwide service 


Call 0345 190 2174 or visit JAMES GRACE 

WWW.J3rn6Sgt'&C6.CO.Uk to mother Wv.l 


*Offer is on a first come first served basis and exciudes 'design&buiid' staircases. 


159 


To advertise here or on our online directory, please call 020 3148 2261, or email homeinterestclassified@timeinc.com 







place 


FIRES/FIREPLACES 



High Efficiency Gas fires 

’S' Convenient & Clean Burning 

• Up to Heat Output 

• Low Running Costs 

• Toiaf and instant Control 

Vifjw Qur jiumiing rarige at . 

www.nu~f1ame.co.ukJ 

T : oao 8lS4 Moa '_(■ 


WINDOW STYLINGS 




KITCHENS 


Designed and made by Howdens. 

Supplied and fitted by your local builder. 

Visit www.howdens.com to see our full range of kitchens 
and joinery products, or call 0800 6888 167 to request a brochure. 


5]AEG 



HOWDENS 

JOINfflYOOi 

MAKING SPACE MC^HE VALUABU 





purlfrost .com 

Designer window film 


FABRICS & DECORATION 


FABRICS & 
WALLPAPER 
DIRECT 

Extremely 
competitive 
prices for all the 
leading names. 

( 01782 ) 628987 


AIR CONDITIONING 



David Austin® Roses 

SAVE 15% 



Save 1 5 % on David Austin ’s 
fragrant, repeat-flowering 
English Roses when quoting 
codeTE9 before 
October 3 Rf 20 1 5. 


To advertise here or on our online directory, please call 020 3148 2261, or email homeinterestclassified@timeinc.com 






BATHROOMS 


CONSERVATORIES 


What makes an 
Albion Bath unique? 

Our exclusive bath material ^ 
creates a difference you can 

feel.... 



Tubby Torre bath finished in Aged Copper 

Request your brochure on: 01255 831605 

or go to: www.albionbathco.com 


ALBION 

Handmade bathrooms directly from our factory 



I 


Made-to-measure blinds, curtains & shutters 


TO BOOK AN APPOINTMENT WITH YOUR LOCAL ADVISOR 
CALL 0800 587 6431 OR VISIT HILLARYS.CO.UK 


HILLARYS 

*T's & C's apply. 


WINDOWS 


Replacement aluminium windows 
for period and new homes 



The Benenden™ Conservation Range 

Single or dual RAL colours A rated energy efficiency 

Fit into timber or direct to stone UK manufactured 


THE Heritage 
Window Company 



For expert advice call 0800 731 4294 
www.thwc.co.uk 


Showrooms at: Sevenoaks Dorking Beaconsfield 

^1 C€ 


*For free tickets go to www.homebuildingshow.co.uk/heritage 



MEiilKEREDi 




Save flOOO’s 


For a FREE BROCHURE 

and prices call now or go online 

0800 952 8000 

conservatoryland.com subject to status, ask for details 

ConservatoryLand is a trading name of Everseal Roofline Limited which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. 

Credit is subject to application and status. Everseal Roofline Ltd T/A Consen/atoiyLand, act as a credit intermediaiyand exclusively offers credit products 
from Hitachi Capital Consumer Finance with whom we have a commercial relationship. Hitachi Capital (UK) PLC is authorised and regulated by the Finan 
cial Conduct Authority. Registered in Cardiff no. 1630491. Registered office: Hitachi Capital House, Thorpe Road, Staines-upon-Thames, Surrey, 1W18 3HP. 


£99 

DEPOSIT 

& NOTHING MORE 
FOR A YEAR 

subject to status, ask for details 
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25BH I IDEAS TO SHARE 



ROOM ENVY 

Each month we bring you a scheme that intrigues, delights or dazzles us 


T he risk of a monochrome 

scheme is that it could look 
too stark and cold. But this 
beautiful kitchen^ diner shows 
what a simple but essential difference wood 
can make. Rustic beams contrast with the 
chrome pendants, black worksurfaces are 
grounded by the wooden cabinetry and 
the highwaulted ceiling lends an airy feel. 
The black and white elements are no less 


important, though, and are juxtaposed 
to striking effect. White crockery against 
black shelving is a display in itself, the dark 
cabinetry handles provide definition, and 
a pair of simple black spotlights above a 
range cooker mark out the cooking area. 

With so many strong design elements, 
accessories are kept rustic and minimal, 
perfectly finishing this room where, when it 
comes to style, there really is no grey area. ® 


FROM THE PUSLiSHERfi Df I^Oll&E IDHOME 

Furniturcdc 

FurnitureEtc is a brand-new, online 
marketplace that’s dedicated to one-off, 
preloved furniture. Whether your style 
is farmhouse chic, French antique or 
design classic, you’ll find all types and 
styles of furniture, from large to small, 
from nearly new to charmingly aged. 
FurnitureEtc is there to help you 
create a room that’s unique to you. 

1 Visit FurnitureEtc.co.uk today. 


Get more inspiration at housetohome.co.uk/25beautifulhomes 
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NEVILLE lOHNSON 

BESPOKE FURNITURE HANDCRAFTED FOR LIFE 


omewhere that takes care of everything 


mw pay in 12 nttHthe. timificB Dflnr b thr^bls on mrlArd ovif ES^dOO 4 VAt FinAncH b HufafoCt its ^tirius. tamts opptf. 9.9% APR RfipreSfintStiVS. 


FREE 100 page brochure 

BUY NOW PAY IN 12 MONTHS* 

Celebrating British design 
& craftsmanship 

Free local design service 

10 year guarantee 

Available throughout Europe 


STUDIES 


BEDROOMS 


LOUNGES 


LIBRARIES 


HOME CINEMA 


Whether you hoard hundreds of books or gather works of art from around the 
globe, we all at some time crave extra space. 


For 30 years Neville Johnson have been using the finest materials and craftsmanship 
to create bespoke furniture with longevity and style, leaving you to sit back and 
relax, in the comfort of your own home. 


CALL FOR OUR LATEST BROCHURE 

0161 873 8333 
nevillejohnson.co.uk/beautiful 

CODE BEHOA30 





BEDS, SOFAS & FURNITURE FOR LOAFERS 


LOAF.COM 


